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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVELOP- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
«pplication, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
‘ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
‘each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 





foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms ¢ 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and ay 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturer, 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened w 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birminghan 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, Sth March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Stree, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made, 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods ¢ 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intell. 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this inder 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers m 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), %, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
' is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 

Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
‘countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
‘the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Informati»n is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
‘trade in Biitish-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 

in the Special Register should communicate with The 

Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 

‘(Developer ra Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 
naon, ° » = 





FORM K. 
fHi.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the local bank 





references of the firms concerned, goods _ particularly 
required, terms of trading and language in which co- 
respondence should be carried on, is furnished to the 
Department on a prescribed form, which is known 4 
Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the “Form K’’ system of informa :ion, a wide circulation 33 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of | 


Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. | 


2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to | 


(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have rz 


various component trades classified as shown in “Form 5, 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated t 
firms which come under that classification, thus v0 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 

The system is safeguarded by 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informs 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to recelvé the 
information have to be approved by the Department. 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries \™ 


St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies | 


affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 
Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output 01 
four weeks ended 28th August are given 





coal during the 
below. 


The output for the week ended 28th August was 
1 590.600 tons, against 4,697,200 tons in the previous 
aveek, and 4,595,200 tons in the corresponding short 
week Northumberland and Durham. 

7th Aug. Jl4th Aug. 2Ist Aug. 28th Aug. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 174,600 239 900 226,600 237,100 
Durham 468,700 643,500 620.600 642,900 * 
Yorkshire .. 994,600 759,100 763,400 709,800 
Lancashire, Cheshire, a 
and North Wales .. 320,100 467,800 $46,400 427,300 ~ 
Derby, Nottingham, _ 
and Leicester .. 435,000 567,400 610,400 607,600 


Stafford, Shropshire, 


Warwick, Worcester 135,700 326,100 394,400 369,800 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire .. 321,100 858,800 947,100 947,200 
Other English Dists 36,300 109,200 106,800 104,300 


544,600 


1, 590, 60 00 


Scotland 600,600 623,400 621,500 


Total 3,086,700 4.595.200 4 65 97.2 200) 


PLE TY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 30th August 


1919. is given below: 
~ 1919. 1920. 
Tons Tons. 

September 6th 1.509.865 Mareh 6th .. 1 852 427 
September IBth 4.489.816 March 13th L.900 640 
September 20th 4,450,308 March 2Oth ... 4.872.642 
Septembe 9th 4.481.438) Mareh 27th ... 4.879, 192 
October ith 2,871,610 April drd 0 ...... 8,979,747 
October 11th ... 4,076,862 April 10th ...... 3,557,795 
Cctober 18th 1 727,465 April 7th ...... 1.833.072 
October 25th |, 761,037 April 24th 1 989.666 


November Ist {674,032 May Ist ......... 4,064,504 
November 8th 4,804,456 Mav &th ......... | 674,302 
November 15th 4,679,402 May 15th ...... 1,860,668 
November 22nd 4,767,578 May 22nd ...... 4,830,707 
November 29th 4,762,729 May 29th ...... 3,199,947 
December 6th 4,8 3524 June Sth ......... 1,718,183 
December 13th 4,886,156 June 12th 4,769,824 
December 20th 4,910,106 June 19th 4 873,737 
December 27th 3,352,603 June 26th ...... 4,685,524 

1920. July 3rd... 4,734,651 
January 3rd 3,494,712 July 10th ...... 1,676,528 
January 10th 40,723 July 17th ...... 1,665,546 
January 17th 902,906 July 24th 4,284,419 
January 24th 851,521 July 31st ...... 4,565,200) 


8.086.700) 
4 595 P09 


£866,066 
846,167 


August 7th ...... 
August 14th 


January 51st 


February 7th 


February 14th 897,311 August 21st ... 4,697. 200 
February 21st 855,845 August 28th ... 4,590,600 


f ? t 
. 


February 28th 835,928 





UNDER-SECRETARY 

MINES. 

The Secretary for Mines, with the approval of the 
President of the Board of Trade, has appointed Mr. 
I. A. Gowers, C.B., to be Permanent Under-Secretary 
for Mines. | 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


The 40th meeting of the Standing Committee on 
Trusts was held on 5lst August. when the Committee 
appoinfed Mr. M. V. Leveaux to act as Vice-Chairman. 
A number of complaints which had been received since 
the previous meeting were referred for attention to the 
appropriate Sub-Committees. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees of the Committee on 
Trusts took place on the same date as follows :—- 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 
Further jpg, 
Bros.,. Ltd. 
Evidence 


Soap Sub-Committee. 12th meeting. 
mation was received from Messrs. Lever 
Yeast Sub-Committee. 2nd meeting. 
given by two witnesses. 
Meetings of Sub-Committees 
September as follows: 


took place On le 


Building Materials Sub-Committee (Prices it 
Trusts). 5th meeting. The Report of the Timber & i 
tional Committee and the Interim Report on Bricks « ( 
the Stone, Bricks and Clayware Sectional Comm Litt : 
were received and adopted. h 

Brushes and Brooms Sub-Committee (Prices) q 
meeting. Further evidence was taken and the Secretar ; 


was instructed to prepare an Interim Report. 
Cocoa and Cocoa By-products Sub-Committee (Trags 
llth meeting. The Report was finally approved by 4 
Sub-Committee. | 
Meetings of Sub-Committees took place on 3 
September, as follows :— 


é 

Furniture Sub-Committee (Prices). 23rd meeting 
The Report was adopted by the Sub-Committee, 
Cement and Mortar Sectional Committee of the Build. ; 
ing Materials Sub-Committee (Prices and Trusts), 14 
meeting. Further evidence was taken. : 
Glassware Sub-Committee (Trusts). 12th meeting , 


Evidence was given by further representatives of many. 
facturers and consumers. 


a 


PATENTS AND DE zSIGNS ACT, 1919, 


REGISTRATION OF \SSIGNMENTS. 
LICENCES, ETC. 

Attention is directed LO Section 16 ot the Patents a 
Designs Act, 1919, and especially to Subsection ({ 
which prov ides that a document or instrume nt in respect 
of which no entrv has been made in the Register ¢ 
Patents shall pe be admitted in a In any court 
in Dp roof of the title to a patent or to any interest thera 
unless the court otherwise directs. 

\ttention is also directed to the First Schedule of th 
Patents Rules, 1920, which provi Aah that upon | wplic: 
tion for entry of name of subse ‘auent proprietor or fa 
licence or other dyer. 





eniry of notices of a mortgage. 
ment, in the Register of Patents. if made within sx 
months from date of acquisition of proprietorship r 


interest, or the coming into force of the Rules, the fe 
pavable in respect of one patent 1s C1. Tf f such applica- 

tion be made after the six months period in oni 

the fee pavable in respect of one patent is £10. Ina: 

much as the Patents Rules, 1920, came into neni 
on Ist April last, it should be noted that in order to 
avoid the payment of the increased fee all such applica 
tions for registration in respect of dealings effected prior 
ty that date should be received at the Patent Offe, 
W.C. 2, not later than 


~) 


29, Southampton Buildings, 
50th September, 1920. 

Copies of the Patents and Designs Act. 1919 (8d.., by 
post 41d.) and of the Patents Rules, 1920 (1s.. by post 
Is. 2d.) ean be obtained from the Sale Branch ‘of th 
Patent Office, 25. Southampton Ruthie. London 
W.C. 2. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE, 


[ITALIAN FRUITS, 








ETC... AVAILABLE FOR 
EXPORT. 

H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome has forwarded 
to the Department particulars of certain Ttalian pro- 
duets which are available for export to meet the demand 
which will be created by the Christmas trade. These 
comprise candied and preserved fruits, figs, Sicilian 
oranges, Messina lemons, almonds, hazel nuts, chest: 
nuts, ete. These can be exported from Savona. 

A list of the principal exporters in the provinee of 
Florence, together with the goods in which thes 
spec ialise has also been forwarded. Pritish firms dest: 
ing to obtain further information on these should apply 
to the Denartment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queet 
Street, S.W.1. 
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DISPATCH OF CATALOGUES ABROAD BY 
PARCEL POST. | 
| er rs oe. THE CUBAN TRADE BOOM. 
H.M. © misul at Christiania writes that he is fre- | 
yently called upon to defray expenses for ware ‘housing, | ne 
suty clearance, and carriage, in connection with com- | SUGAR THE BASIS OF PROSPERITY. 
rercial sibiivalinie addressed by parcel post to the | ks ak ae ale 
) die | by British firms, Parcels from the United Brom G@. 2. Milne, H. M. Commercial pecretery. 
HAVANA. 


Kingdom are not delivered by the Norwegian Authorities 
at the addresses of the consignees, but must be fetched 
fom the Customs at the consignee’s expense. 

1t should be noted that local regulations as to the 
delivery of parcels vary in different countries. The 
Department 1s prepared to answer enquiries under this 
head, and also to furnish information as to the 
addresses Where publications of this nature are likely to 
pe of real use. In fact, a list has been prepared and 
will be distributed to applicants of commercial clubs, 
notels, libraries, reading rooms and similar organisa- 
ons where catalogues and trade and technical journals 
would be likely to be in some demand. 





CATALOGUES FOLK LGYPt. 

Mr. E. Homan Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent at 
Cairo, states that his library consists of over 1,20U cata- 
lugues, price lists, etc., sent to him by United Kingdom 
ams. ‘hese catalogues are now fairly representative 
of United Kingdom wrege-nped and he is utilising them 
‘nthe course of his work. In every case where duplicates 
have been cent he has passed them on to the Controller 
ot the Bureau of Commerce and Industry, who is glad 
to receive them for his library. 





SUCCESSFUL BRITISH TENDER. 

His Majesty’s Trade Commissioner at Wellington, 
New Zealand, bas recentiy cabled to the Department of 
Overseas Trade the award of a contract to the English 
Electric Co., for the electritication of a section of the 
Midland Railway of New Zealand. He adds that special 
importance ig attached tothis contract as it was obtained 
on the merits of the tender in the strong 
American competition, 

The section to be electrified is known as 
It is the connecting link between the Govern- 


tuce ot 


“Arthur's 
Pass ”’ 
nent railway systein of the east coast and west coast 
of South Island. At present the whole of the railways 
in New Zealand are steam operated, and it is not pro- 
to electrify more than the section 
vovered by this contract. The importance of awarding 
the frst contract to a British 
appreciated. ‘lhe section to be electrified imceludes a 
tunnel over five miles long and three steel bridges, the 
test of the section consisting of earthworks. A great 
portion of the Ye is on w grade of 1 in 33, and the 
summit is about 2,400 feet above the sea level. Con- 
siderable snow falls in some winters, as much as d feet 
having been experienced. The contract includes the 
Provision of the power plant, the tunnel lighting installa- 
tion, the overhead transmission line, and the complete 
equipment for the electrical operation of the section of 
the railway referred to. The system to be used is 1,500 
volts direct current overhead contact. The power- 
house must be at Otira Station, which is 1,260 feet 
above sea level, and the power will be generated by 
geared turbine direct, current sets. The boilers, it is 
proposed, should be operated on dust fuel in order to 
utilise the product of a number of local coal mines at 
Which coal is raised which is too fine for ordinary 
consumption, 


posed at present 


tirm will therefore be 








Owing to the exceptional conditions obtaining in the 
sugar market Cuba continues to experience unparalleled 
prosperity. This condition is reflected in the remark- 
oon expansion not only of the export, but also of the 
import trade. Practic ally everything in use being im- 
ported, including foodstuffs, the imports per head of 
population are at present probably among the highest 
of the countries of the world. 

The wealth so rapidly acquired by sugar planters and 
mill owners is being spent freely, and in many instances 
extravagantly. The cost of living is higher than in any 
other part of the world. Notwithstanding the oreatly 
enhanced cost of land, labour and materials, the build- 
ing trade is exceptionally active, and important real 
estate transactions take place almost daily. Modern 
oifice buildings of the American type are rapidly replac- 
ing old buildings of the Colonial period in the business 
part of Havana, while costly private homes are being 
built. in the suburbs where land values have risen to an 
extraordinary degree. 


As a concomitant ot the conditions mentioned, there 
is a considerable degree of industrial unrest, particularly 
among stevedores. ete., in the Port of Havana. There 
is a shortage of labour. both urban and rural, but the 


volume of immigration, chiefly from Spain, is on the 
increase. Some of this is merely seasonal in character. 
many of the labourers who emigrate for the cutting of 
the cane crops returning to Spain when this is com- 
pleted. The advent of Italian immigrants in appreci- 


able numbers appears to be a possibility of the near 
future. 
The popularity of Havana as a winter resort for 


tourists from the United States is increasine—Ameriean 
prohibition legislation being responsible to some extent 
for this trafie, while the proximity of Havana to 
American ports, and the large number of well-to-do 
Americans who are in a position to pass the winter 
abroad, are in themselves explanations of this 
movement. 

Optimism as regards the future is the dominant note 
in Cuba to-day, and there can be no doubt that so long 
as the present world searcity of sugar continues, the 
Republic which preduces the largest quantity of that 
commodity will continue to be prosperous. In view of 
the need to restrict credit. however, which is in evidence 
throughout 


the world, owing to financial stringeney, 
caution is necessary in judging of the future trade cf the 


country. 
THE 
[It can now be said that the erinding of cane of the 
1919-20 crop has terminated, and it is pessible to form 
an estimate of its value. During the early part of the year 
it was estimated by experts that the crop might even 
reaeh 4,500,000 tons of Sugar; as the season advaneed it 
was seen, however, that this estimate was over sanguine, 
and subsequent estimates, successively revised, have 
reduced this striking figure to something in the neigh- 
bourhood of 5,650,000 tons. The production in the 
1918-19 season amounted to 3,971,594 tons. The prin- 
cipal cause of the lessened production this season has 
been drought, as over the greater part of the country 
the rainfall was deficient, particularly during the months 


SuGaar Crop. 


when rain was most necessary for cane growth. To a 
lesser, although appreciable extent, damage to cane 


by fire has contributed to diminish the crop. 
RESTRICTION OF BANK CREDITS. 
The banks—both Cuban and foreign—have advanced 
large sums on the security of sugar stocks, but while 
such loans are not as a rule being called in, no further 
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( recits are being extended by the banks where the object 
in view is merely speculative, viz., to enable the owner 
of the stocks to hold for a rise. American banks have 
made it known that loan money must be applied to 
increased production of cane now, and that advances 
will not be granted to pay for new equipment. The 
profits made by growers and mill owners have, how- 
ever, been so large that some portion of these may well 
be applied to mul extensions and improvements. A 
rumour is current that an association has been formed 


among the planters to restrict cane cultivation in order 


to enhance the price of sugar, but confirmation of this 
is dificult to obtain. An American sugar refining com- 
pany are reported to have bought 50,000 tons of next 
year's crop for delivery in January at 12 cents per 
pound cost and freight. 

PREDOMINANCE OF AMERICAN CAPITAL AND 
MACHINERY. 
mills and 


qggvoregate 
( 


Numerous very important sales of sugar 
sugar-bearing lands have taken place, th g 
sums invested representing many millions of collars. 
it is stated that over 60 per cent. of the Cuban sugar 
industry is now in American hands. American sugar 
refining interests have been prominent in buying up 
properties as they are naturally desirous of assuring 
for their industry continued supplies of raw material. 
Hitherto the refining of sugar in Cuba has not been on 
an important scale, but indications are not wanting that 
within a comparatively short time important refineries 
may be established in Cuba. At the time of writing 
a large refinery is projected at Regla, on the further side 
of Havana harbour, 

A few vears ago Lritish sugar mill machinery manu- 
facturers supplied the bulk of the equipment for Cuban 
mills, but now the United States manufacturers occupy 
the predominant position, A well-known American 
Iron Works Company announces by advertisement 
that of the 44,000,000 tons of cane ground in the 1918- 
19 crop more than 28,000,000 tons were ground with 
their mills and crushers. The present predominance 
of American manufacturers 1s due to some extent to 
conditions created by the war, when British firms were 
not in a position to supply the equipment. In addition, 
the relation of American finance to the Cuban sugar 
industry undoubtedly determines to some extent the 
source of supply of mill equipment. It is satisfactory 
to note that experienced sugar-mill engineers often 
express a preference for British-made machinery, 

Many of the mills now use erude oil instead of coal 
as fuel, and the electric drive is taking the place of 
steam. The shortage of supplies of crude oil in the 
United States is a matter of some concern, 

TOBACCO. 

The past few months have not been free from anxiety 
for Cuban tobacco growers and cigar manufacturers, 
In the earlier part of the year shipments to the United 
Kingdom, which had leng been regarded as Cuba’s 
most important market for cigars, as distinguished from 
tol:acco in the leaf, were delayed through a strike among 
the wharf labourers at Havana. At a later date some 
ot the orders placed bv British buvers were cancelled 
owing to the ruinous exchange rates operative between 
London and Havana, while the amendment of the British 
tariff in respect to cigars by the imposition of an ad 
valorem duty of 50 per cent. in addition to the existing 
specific duty, created something approaching con- 
sternation among Cuban cigar manufacturers. 

The situation appears to be somewhat easier since 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s speech expressing 
readiness to consider suggestions as to a reduction in 
the amount of the proposed duty. This year’s tobacco 
crop is reported to be of excellent quality, although not 
so large as was hoped for, owing to shortage of labour. 
According to estimates made some time ago by the 
United States Department of Agriculture the new erop 
will be worth 59,000,000 dolg. 
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SIPPING, 

The rapidly growing importance of Havana as a grey 
commercial centre is reflected in the very large tonnag 
entered and cleared at the port, Several steamshj 
lines now make Havana a port of call, which former, 
did not do so, while other connections interrun) 
during the war have been re-established. ; 

Within the last two or three months shipping fae, 
ties between the United Kingdom and Cuba have in. 
proved to some extent. The sailings of the Larranae 
and Fleche Lines from Liverpool, which continyg 
with more or less interruption throughout the war, ay 
now resuming a great degree of regularity, while th 
Cuban Steamship Company are resuming their month 
cargo service from London via Antwerp. In additioy 
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company have a monthh 
cargo service from London. Passenger vessels of th: 
Pacific Steam Navigation Company now make Hayay 
a port of call on their voyages to and from the wes 
coast of South America, but, so far, these vessels hay: 
brought little or no freight to the port. The delays anj 
losses to which shipments from the United Kingdom ¢ 
Cuba via New York were subject have formed a matte 
for complaint by Cuban importers, and undoubted) 
have proved deterrent to the development of Britis) 
export trade. 

CONGESTION IN THE Port oF HAVANA. 

The phenomenal increase in the import and export 
rade of Cuba in general, and of Havana in particular, 
explains to some extent the extraordinary degree of con- 
cestion which now exists in the port of Havana. Asin 
the cause of the water supply of the city, so in that of 
its whartage and warehousing facilities, Havana has 
failed, in respect to the public services mentioned, to 
keep pace with its industrial and commercial develop. 
ment, with the result that when the number of vessek 
entering the port is far in excess of those which entered 
a year or two ago, the wharfage and warehouse accom. 
modation is entirely inadequate. Serious losses, par. 
ticularly in goods of a perishable kind, are suffered by 
importers through delay in unloading, while in the case 
of other goods, the losses from pilferage, already high in 
a port such ag Havana, are greatly increased. In 
number of instances vessels have heen detained for 
several weeks with resulting heavy charges for demur. 
rave. American steamship companies recently increased 
freight rates between the United States and Cuban 
ports by 25 per cent. as an offset to the time lost in 
latter through econgestion, 

It is not alone, however, owing to the failure to pro- 
vide adequate wharfage and unloading facilities that 
the congestion has taken place. The Customs regula- 
tions are of such a kind as to be directly contributory 
to congestion, in that, under these regulations, an im- 
porter is prohibited from removing part of a consign- 
ment made to him, if the whole consignment ex a giver 
vessel is not cleared at one and the same time. Without 
elaborating the matter unduly, it may be said that not- 
withstanding the limitations of the existing docks and 
wharves in the port of Havana, the congestion would 
not have presented itself in nearly such an acute form 
had the Customs regulations been more in consonance 
with the requirements of the situation. 

A third and not unimportant cause of the present 
congestion is the stevedore strike, which began in the 
first week of January, lasting until about the middle of 
Mareh. The volume of the accumulated earge has not 
peen cleared yet. Shortage of rolling stock on the rail 
wavs has also been regarded as one of the causes of con- 
cestion, as owing to this goods eould not be forwarded 
to the country as quickly as is desirable. 

The various Chambers of Commeree and simiar 
bodies in Havana have repeatedly made representations 
to the Government pointing out the grave inconvenl 
ence and losses suffered by commerce owing to the con- 
ditions just mentioned, but until rec: ntly no official 
action of a very definite kind has been taken. Reforms 
in respect to the Customs administration are now being 
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ken which should tend to alleviate the position. 
lv the United States Shipping Board, which 
control 60 per cent. of the American ship- 
notified their agents in Havana 


underta 
Farly in Ju 
is stated to ¢ 
entering the port, 


ping dae . a : mate 
that until conditions are improved, further cargo vessels 


~ontrolled by the Poard from ports of the United States 
ty Havana will be cancelled. The States Department 
and Department of Commerce of the I nited States have 
now taken up the matter, and a commission on which 
shipping interests will be represented is expected to 
visit Havana shortly. 


Port IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES. 


Certain projects, having in view the improvement of 
eonditions are likely to be carried into effect. Two 
United States Steamship Companies will shortly begin 
tho construction of wharves and warehouses capable of 
dealing with large quantities of merchandise. The Port 
of Havana. Docks Company, which has two wharves 
already, will begin the construction of a third, equipped 
with fixed and movable cranes for handling cargo, the 
total sum to be expended by the company being estim- 
ated at seven and a half million dollars. Again, it is 
sated that considerable improvements in respect to 
wharfage will be carried out in connection with the new 
sugar refinery at Regla. 


EXTERNAL TRADE. 


The following figures, which are the latest available, 
show the value of exports. and imports during the 
calendar vears 1914, 1918 and 1919, respectively :— 


. Exports. Tmports. 
Dols. Dols. 
SE Sipe adaninaiienes 177,153,954 119,001,410 
ES aie ipsciss ein 413,325,25] 297 ,622,215 
EE, Gcigewsekaodinneee 572,910,373 357 576,522 


The total trade per head in 1919 (basing the caleula- 
tion on the census of population for that year) amounted 
to £66 5s. 10d.—£40 16s. 4d. representing the value of 
the exports and £25 9s. 6d. the value of the imports per 
head. 

While the United States took over 76 per cent. of 
Cuban exports last year and supplied a similar per- 
centage of the imports, the United Kingdom took about 
14 per cent. of the former and supplied less than 3 per 
ent. of the latter. The position of the United States 
in the trade of the country is, of course, privileged, and 
American financial and commercial interests are natur- 
ally exploiting it to the fullest extent. 


Import TRADE. 


Without entering on a detailed report on the import 
wade of the country, it may be said that from the 
point of view of international competition the position 
ofthe United Kingdom appears to be slowly but surely 
improving, and that the better shipping facilities now 
existing between the United Kingdom and Cuba are 
being taken advantage of to some extent by the British 
manufacturer and exporter. In Cuba to-day almost 
anything may be said to be saleable, provided immedi- 
ate or relatively quick delivery can be guaranteed, the 
consideration just referred to governing even the matter 
hey In some cases. Recently deliveries from the 
ited Kingdom have been better than those from the 
United States in many instances. British manufac- 
turers have probably done better in textiles during the 
last few months than in any other branch of trade, but. 
in this connection, 1t should be borne in mind that at 
all times Britain’s exports of textiles to Cuba are more 
important than any other. At the time of writing a 
certain amount of caution is being displayed by buyers, 
who appear to fear a fall in prices. 
Bia engineering and hardware trades complaints are 
: ‘tous as to the difficulty of obtaining deliveries 
ss tgp Kingdom. Some instances indicate 

lotwithstanding the advantage to the Cuban im. 
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porter of purchasing in the United Kingdom, on account 
of the exchange, quotations have been non-competitive 
with those of American firms. Quotations for tin-plate, 
cement, bicyeles, and carbonic gas cylinders may be 
cited as instances of this. 

At the present time there is an extensive demand in 
Cuba for building material of all descriptions, builders’ 
hardware, paints, rolling stock and railway material 
(particularly for the sugar cane industry) and motcr- 
trucks, while the newly acquired wealth, and the extra- 
vagant tastes of many members of the community 
appear to assure a ready market for luxuries of all 
kinds. Orders for sugar-mill equipment and supplies 
for the coming crop have already been placed mostly in 
the United States. 





MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN AUGUST. 





The Bank Rate remained unaltered at 7 per cent. 
with the Banks Deposit Rate and the Discount Houses 
Call Rate at 5 per cent., the Discount Houses Notice 
Rate at 54 per cent., and the Treasury Bill Rate at 


64 per cent. Other Rates were :— 


Aug. \ug. Aug. Aug 
6th. *3th. 20th. 27th 
Bank Bills, 3 months 613-} 6 5-3 62 614-4 
Fine Trade Bills, 3 months 7-74 7-7} 7-7} 7-7} 
Short Loans ‘i we of 54 54 53 
Day to Day Loans .. 43-5 4-5 5-54 5} 


During the first half of the month money was plenti- 
ful, but became gradually scarcer later in the month, 
owing to various influences, among which tax pay- 
ments, the displacement caused by the payment of 
railway dividends, and the contraction in credit effected 
by repayment of Ways and Means advances may be 
mentioned. Stock Exchange business was quiet, and 
towards the end of the month the coal strike threat 
exercised a depressing effect. Five per Cent. War 
I.oan rose from 842 to 854 by the end of the third week 
of the month, but receded to 8442 during the following 
week. New August amounted to about 
£12,500,000. 


issues 1h 


THE NATIONAL DEBT. 


The following table, extracted from the ‘* Economist,”’ 
shows the movement of the floating and total debt dur- 
ing the month; an official return gave the estimated 
deadweight debt on 31st March, 1920, as £7,835,030,000 
and the total debt as £7,881,893,000 :— 


’ 74 Total 

Treasury Temporary Floating  Total| 
Bills. Advances, Debt. Debt. 

€million. £ million. £ million. £ million. 
3lst March, 1920 1,059 295 1,312 7,882 
81st July, 1920 .. 1,010 204 1,262 7,803 
7th August, 1920 .. 999 218 1,265 7,805 
lith August, 1920 1,000 219 1,258 7,797 
2Ist August, 1920 1,012 188 1,248 7,786 
28th August, 1920 L018 183 1,249 7,785 


The amount of Treasury Bills excludes bills held as 
collateral for loans payable abroad and included in 
external debts. The Temporary Advances on 28th 
August include £23,750,000 due to the Bank of England 
and £158,741,000 due to other Public Departments; the 
former amount being a decrease of £21,500,000 and the 
latter an increase of £150,000 since 3lst July. The 
total amount received for receipts from Treasury Bonds 
since Ist April was £10,399,000. In the same period 
receipts from War Savings Certificates were £16,850,000, 
and. repayments of the same £14,100,000—a net gain of 
52,750,000. 
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NovrE CIRCULATION. 
The following table shows the movements ot the 
active note repealation and of coin and bullion in the 


Bank of England :— 
Coin and 


Bank of Bullion in 

Currency England Total Bank of 

Notes. Notes.* Notes. England. 

£1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. 

3lst December, 1919 356,152 87,350 443,502 9] 342 
4th August, 1920 366,6807 107,889 474,569 123,108 
llth August, 1920 363,3937 106,928 470,321 123,068 
ls8th August, 1920 358,412¢ 106,245 464,657 123,08] 
25th August, 1920 356,0127 106,294 462,306 123,029 


* Less notes on Currency Notes Account. 
+ Including notes called in, but not yet cancelled. 
£6,602,287 > on 4th August; £6, 187, 732 on Ilth August ; 
£5,795,741 on 18th August ; and £4,922,788 on 25th August. 


Bank of England reserve to liabilities 
rose from 12+ per cent. on 28th July to 144 per cent. on 
25th August. The circulation of Bank of England 
Notes declined somewhat after the first week of August, 
and the Currency Note circulation decreased in the four 
weeks following 4th August by £11,494,000, the peak 
of the demand for holiday requirements having been 
reached in that week. 

“Other Deposits,’’ which stood at £118,650,000 on 
28th July, rose to £130,686,000 on 4th August, and 
decreased in the subsequent three weeks to £100,591 ,000 
on 28th August. These movements were paralleled by 
movements in ** Government Securities,’’ and reflect 
borrowing by the Government from the Bank to pro- 
vide for necessary payments, which has been repaid in 
the course of the month, to the extent indicated by the 
reduction from £76,266,000 on 4th August to £41,550,000 
on 28th August of the advances represented by the 
item ‘* Government Securities.’’ 


The ratio of 


FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 


The following table shows the movements of the 
principal foreign exchanges on London. The New York 
quotation is the weekly average of the daily closing 
price for cable transfers, and the other quotations are 


the weekly averages of the mean of the daily quota- 
tions ; all particulars are taken from the ‘‘ Times ”’:— 
Week Ending. 
Aug. Aug. Aug. Aug. 
Place. Par. 7th. 14th. 21st. 28th. 
New York .. $4°866=£1 3 °649 3°645 3°618 3:°575 
Paris 25°2215frs.=£1 49°758 50°383 50°258 51°286 
Brussels 25°2215 frs.=£1 46°74 47°245 47°141 48°150 
Italy 25°2215 lire=£1 71°025 72°620 75°875 77°354 
Madrid 22°2215 pes. =£1 24°262 23°927 23°998 23°824 
Holland 12°1071 gul.=£1 10°905 10°957 10°968 11°149 
Berlin 20°43 mks.=£1 1653?! 1684 176," 179 


159 kr.=£1 23 °3e4 -23°901 24° Is] 25°O19 
Stockholm .. 18°159 kr.=£l 17°591 = 17°603 17°592 17°627 
Copenhigen 18°159kr.=£1 , 23°646 23°941 24°227 25-024 
Switzerland 22°2215frs.—£1 21°83 21°866 +9 759 21°679 
Buenos Aires 47°58d.— $1 57 °7 57°260 57°292 56°927 


Christiania .. 18° 


The renewed depreciation of sterling exchange in 
New York, with higher rates for the pound in the 
European Allied centres, have been maintained to the 
close of the month. The disturbed political situation 
has been responsible in part, and has caused bankers 
fo withhold support which would otherwise have been 
given to the market. The uncertainty as to the arrange- 
nents to be made in connection with the re payment of 
the French share of the Anglo-French loan maturing in 
October continued to furnish a basis for rumour. In 
spite of the assurances that the French Government 
would meet its share in full, ‘‘the belief persists in 
certain quarters that by some form of financial arrange- 
ment Great Britain will even tually take up and finance 
the French part of the loan ’’ (‘“‘ New York Commercial 
and Financial Chronicle,’ 14th August). The normal 
offerings of grain bills at this seaon of the vear tend in 
any case to depress quotations. 

The trend of the Spanish and Swiss exchanges during 
the month was unfavourable to this country, while the 





























SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





small changes in the Dutch and Swedish rates y, 
favourable. The Norwegian and Danish rates shoul 
new and somewhat marked depreciation. The valye 
the German mark also fell during the month from Lif 
to the pound sterling at the end of July to 179 at; 


end ot August. 


EXCHANGES IN PERCENTAGES OF GOLD Panrry 


The following tables, in continuation of those giye 
the ‘‘ Journal” of 5th August, show the moveme nts tp 
the leading rates of exch langes, ¢ calculated in per ¢qy. 
aves of gold parity (relative value of the foreign curyey, 
to that of the country where quotation is made) :— 


NEw YORK ON: 


London. _ Paris. Rome.  Amsterday 

Sth August 74°33 37°42 26°46 82-4) 
12th August 74°49 37°16 25°75 83-99 
19th August 73°67 36°64 23°88 79 +99 
26th August 73°67 36°64 24°22 7899 

LONDON ON: 

Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerlayj 
Sth August 30° O2 111-18 103°24 115+29 
12th August 34°55 111-07 102°86 115+17 
19th August 02°76 110°47 103-06 116+}9 
26th August 32°76 107 +62 102-89 115+96 


so PARIS ON: 


aa Londen. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerlanj 
5th August ». 198°20 220°81] 206 °64 928 75 
12th August .. 199°23 217°45 206 *46 299 +95 
19th August .. 200°33 221-05 206 °64 239 +5) 
26th August .. 201°87 217-69 209°34 F! 233-99 


(FOLD AND SILVER. 


Movements in the price of gold and silver, per oun 


fine, have been as follows :— 
Gold. Silver. 
Cash. /.% Forward. 
per Oz. yer OZ. r 02. = 
s. d. o ae “4 
6th August - 1l4 3 592 593 
13th August .. jas 112 1] 594 59 
20th August : pag 115 O 63? 633 
27th August .. ea 115 O 6] 60; 
Notre CrmcULATION IN LEADING COUNTRIES. 
The general situation in note circulation is shown 
below: — 
Latest 
End End End Date. 
Dee. 1913. Dec. 1918. Dec. 1919. 1920. 
£ £ £ £ 
million. million. million. millio 
United Kingdom— 
Bank of England .. 29°6 70°2 87-4 107*9 
Currency Notes... — 323 °2 356°2 355°2* 
France— 
Bank of France .. 228°5 1,210°0 1,491°0 1,533°3 
Italy— 
Treasury Notes... 20°0 85°0 90°8 90°7 
Bank Notes - 91°3 470°0 651°3 637°2 
Germany— 
Imperial Bank... 127°5 # 1,090°9 1, ml 2 —-2,785°6 
Loan Bureau Notes _— 497-0 673°2 655°3 
Austria— 


Austrio-Hungarian 


Bank ~ “a 103°9 1481°8 2,.270°1  2,683°5 
United States— 
Federal Reserve 
Notes aa ne —- D48°] 622°8 648°] 
Other Paper Cur- 
rency .. .. 836°4 435°2 374°] 367 '0 
Denmark— 
National Bank .. 8:4 25-0 27°2 301 
Sweden— 
Bank of Sweden .. 13°0 45°2 41°5 38°5 
Norway— : 
Bank of Norway .. 6:0 24°2 25°2 25°90 
Holland— 
Netherlands Bank 26°] 89°] 86°] 84° 
Spain— ; a 
sank of Spain - 77°3 133°4 154°3 158°0 
Switzerland— 
Swiss National Bank 12°6 39°0 41°4 J6'0 
Japan— 
Bank of Japan 43°7 117 °2 129°] 123°] 


* Tncludes notes called in, but not yet cancelled. 
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TRADE OF ANTUNG. 





A NEGLECTED MANCHURIAN MARKET. 





(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
MUKDEN. 

Antung, situated at the mouth of the Yalu River, 1s 
probably one of the least known of the Treaty Ports ot 
China. ‘The volume of its trade, however, which 
amounted last year to 62,380,354 taels (£19,753,778) 
vas surpassed only by Shanghai, Dairen, Hankow, 
Tientsin, Caaton and Kiaochow. 

The growth of the port since it was first opened to 
trade by Treaty in 1903 has been very remarkable. 
Since 1908, the first complete year for which Customs 
statistics for the port were published, trade has increased 
from 6,941,984 taels, and the population, which in 
that vear was less than 10,000, now numbers nearly 
130,000. Several factors account for this. In addition 
to heing a seaport with a very fine river connection with 
a rich hinterland, Antung is also a very important inter- 
national railway junction. It is the point at which 
the Korean railways connect with those of South Man- 
churia, and, both systems being under the control of the 
Japanese Government, freights have been made so low 
that it has become cheaper to send all but bulky goods 
from Japan tc Antung and the interior of Manchuria 
by train through Korea, than to ship them by steamer 
to Antung, or even to Dairen and Newchwang, for con- 
veyance thence into the interior. Exportation to Japan 
has been similarly favoured. Of the total trade in 1919, 
52,175,637 tacls was rail-borne, and only 10,404,717 
taelg steamer-borne, and of this rail-borne traffic 
30,488,463 taels represent goods which only paid duty 
at the Antung Custorns en route to and from the 
interior of Manchuria. 


IMPORTS AND Exports. 


Imports accounted for 36,943,918 taels of the value 
of the total trade of the port in 1919, and exports for 
25,486,436 taels. Of the imports 12,394,647 taels repre- 
sented local trade and 24,549,271 taels transit trade, 
and of the exports 19,547,244 taels were local, and 
5,889,192 taels merely passed through from other dis- 
tricts. These figures do not include junk traffie or the 
local trade by railway with Dairen and the interior of 
Manchuria. Their inclusion would probably increase 


the total trade by about 15,000,000 taels. 
Market FoR EritisH Cotton Goons, Etc. 


By far the most important item amongst imports 
from Japan was cotton goods, the railway tariff speci- 
ally favouring them. Their combined value exceeded 
19,500,000 tael. The few British piece-goods (con- 
sisting mainly of shirtings, pieces, jean and Italians) 
which reached the port arrived by steamer from 
Shanghai, their total value being about 250,000 taels. 
There can be no doubt that in the lower qualities of 
cottons, British goods cannot hope to hold their own 
any longer with Japanese products, which will always 
undersell them. There is, however, a growing demand 
in Manchuria for piece-goods of the best quality, but 
with the exception of one firm representing certain piece- 
goods manufacturers in England, there is not a single 
British establishment in Manchuria which is interested 
in the import of British textile goods, except as a side 
line of no importance. (There are three British firms 
dealing in specialities such as kerosene oil. cigarettes 
and machinery). | 

There are many other goods besides piece-goods, e.g., 
hardware, to which these remarks also apply, and in 
which, if samples were available locally, a business 
might be worked up. To extend British trade in Man- 
churia, what is required ig more British firms of good 
standing to handle British goods on the spot, closer 
‘o-operation between British merchants in Manchuria 
and manufacturers at home, and better Pritish banking 
facilities. | 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





SHIPPING. 

Antune is not as well served in its steamer com- 
munications as it is by its railways on account of the 
shallowness of the Yalu. During 1919 there was only 
one steamer, a British vessel, plying regularly between 
the port and Shanghai. The trade with Tientsin and 
Chefoo, the passenger traffie of which is very remunera- 
tive, is carried on by a Chinese and a Japanese com- 
pany. Of the tonnage entering and leaving the port 
160,188 tons was under the Japanese flag, 118,882 tons 
was Chinese and 52,718 British, but the Pritish flag 
carried two-iifths of the cargo which arrived at and left 
the port by steamer. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS. 

The most valuable product of the district is raw wild 
silk, the export of which amounted to 3,896 piculs raw 
wild silk, 13,581 piculs filature wild silk, 43,809 piculs 
cocoons, 11,729 piculs waste silk, 352 piculs pongees 
during 1919. The high price and brisk demand of recent 
years for this product has greatly encouraged the local 
production, and no less than 25 large mills and 40 
small filature with some 13,000 reels in operation are 
now established in Antung. 

Next to wild silk in value amongst the exports are 
millet and kaoliang, of which 1,919,834 piculs valued 
at 5,755,659 taels went to Korea. Bean cake, valued 
at 5,675,246 taels, also went to Korea, and of the 
remaining exports coal, beans, wheat, Manchurian flour 
and timber were the most important. 

Notwithstanding its large Japanese colony and the 
fact that over 95 per cent. of its foreign trade is with 
Japan and Korea, business in Antung is almost entirely 
in Chinese hands. The district owes its great industrial 
development, however, mainly to Japanese enterprise, 
among other concerns which the latter have started 
recently being a shipbuilding yard, a copper smelting 
works, a powder factory, a paper mill, a waste silk 
spinning mill, and various brick, glass and iron works. 
There is also a large electric power plant in the Japanese 
settlement which supplies the whole town with light. 


RicE PRopvuction. 

H.M. Consul-General at Dairen states that according 
to a report which has recently appeared in the local 
press the total area of paddy fields in South Manchuria 
is now about 74,000 acres. The total quantity of hulled 
plants produced is some 3,200,000 bushels from which 
about 1,600,009 bushels of cleaned rice can be obtained. 
This is sufficient to meet local demands, thus doing 
away with the necessity of importing rice from Corea. 

The principal paddy districts are in the neighbour- 
hood of Antung, east of Sungshu (about 120 miles 
north of Dairen), round Mukden, the country beyond 
Fushun, and north of Kaiyuan. 

The report goes on to say that a larger profit can be 
made from growing rice than kaoliang or other grains, 
with the result that the Chinese are turning their atten- 
tion to rice, and the paddy field area is growing steadily. 


-_- 
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Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Requla- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘Journal,’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
leqal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] + 











ADVERTISING IN THE WEST INDIES. 

In the ‘‘ Jonrnal’”’ of 26th February last we gave 
some notes by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
South Africa upon British Publicity and Advertising in 
the Union. We have received similar notes from H.M. 
Trade Commissioner in Trinidad on methods of adver- 
{ising in the West Indies. Mr. Pavitt points out that 
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NOTES ON TRADI —continued. 





the sale of imported goods is done chiefly through 
travelling agents, who naturally follow the line of least 
resistance. They sell what is easiest to sell and take 
little trouble with their other lines. For example, one 


agent accepted the agency for American paper and 
Enelish hardware at about the same time. The 


American firms sent a full range of samples with the 
prices and sizes; the English firm sent nothing but a 
list of prices. In three months orders for paper worth 
5,000 dols. were booked in Trindad alone, while not a 
single order was booked for the hardware agency. Local 
firme naturally refused to change a known make for a 
British one which they had not seen. Encouraged by 
cecasional newspaper advertisements and helped with 
a supply of descriptive matter and samples the least 
experienced man will probably do well amongst a 
clientele in which he is usually known. The main point 
is that the West Indian consumer must be educated to 
ask for the brand and not the article, and different firms 
will find different methods of achieving this. 

Advertising does not at present play an important 
part in the distribution of goods in the West Indian 
market. There are few appeals to the public to pur- 
chase special brands of commodities. This is due in 
part to the shortage of stocks and the consequent will- 
ingness of the purchaser to take anything he is offered. 
In the case of commodities, the supply of which is 
regular and satisfactory, people are allowed to form 
their own tastes without instructions or advice from the 
manufacturers. Thus British-made cigarettes are suffer- 
ing from decreasing sales every year to the benefit of 
foreign makes. FPritish chocolates have to compete in 
this market with Canadian and American brands. Yet 
advertisements of British-made cigarettes and chocolates 
are rarely seen. 

Newspapers in the West Indies are read (by people 
who ean read at all) from cover to cover, and the adver- 
tisements get their full share of attention. Imported 
goods are usually advertised by the storekeepers only in 
general terms, and not by name, and the exporter must 
do his own advertising if he wishes to create a demand 
for his particular goods. The number of American firms 
advertising in the local newspapers is in the proportion 
of six to one British firm. Most of the few British 
advertisements that do appear show a lamentable ignor- 
ance of the special market. The appeal by a drug manu- 
facturer to “‘ set yourself up because the summer is 
coming ’’ is not a very strong one in the tropics, nor 
are many veople hkely to waste three months writing 
to England, first for the price lists of a boot manu- 
facturer and then for the boots, when good American 
boots can be ordered on approval over the telephone. 
The boot firm that could advertise that their goods were 
obtainable in all sizes on the snot would get the cost 
of their advertisement back very quickly. If advertisers 
remembered the limitations of even the chief papers of 
these small islands and also the simple minds of the 
majority of the inhabitants, they would send out blocks 
with plain bold designs which will print easily. If the 
same design is seen in the shops the articles will be 
asked for, and if the design is not changed it will soon 
become associated even by the simplest with the par- 
ticular class of goods. This has happened in the case of 
a local brand of cigarettes. 

Named brands have been in short supply for so long 
owing to the war that the firm who will advertise their 
goods in this wav will gain a momentum which will 
carry their sales along for a long time. The newspaper 
advertisements need not. be large, the essentials being: 
(1) Brand or name in largest type; (2) clear statement 
of what the goods are; (3) price. 





PROMOTION OF ITALIAN TOURIST INDUSTRY 


The Ente Nazionale per le Industrie Turistiche, an 
organisation for the promotion of the revival and 
development of the Italian touring industries, has ob- 
teined the sanction of the Italian Government to the 


| 
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| 
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issue of a series of postage stamps for propaganda py. 
poses with respect to the Venezia Tridentina. At th 
same time, it has published an illustrated pamphlet and 
illustrated postcards of the district, and is makin 
attempts to obtain facilities in the issue of passports, 
The corporation has also taken up the question of th 
supply of motor spirit to foreigners, and the committes 
of which the Under Secretary of State for Industry 
and Commerce is chairman, has arranged for the supph 
of sufficient quantities. ' 
The corporation has also obtained the replacemey 
of some of the Sunday trains, for the Venice Exhibition, 
through carriages between Rome and Botzen, a through 
carriage between Genoa and Amsterdam, and railway 
facilities for the Olympic games at Antwerp. 
In addition, arrangements are being made for a roupj. 
the-world route between American shipping lines an@ 
the Italian State Railways and navigation companies 
Attention is also being paid to the hotel situation jy 
Sicily and Sardinia, and to the nationalisation of the 
hotels on Lake Garda. 
It will be remembered that the recommendations of 
a Royal Commission which was appointed by the Italian 
Government last year to report upon the tourist indus 
tries of the country, were given effect to bv a Royal 
Decree of 12th October. (See the ‘‘Journal’’ of 11th 
December, 1919, p. 722.) 





ACTIVITY OF NEW ZEALAND FARMERS, 

Some important resolutions were passed at the 
Twentieth Annual Conference of the Auckland branch 
of the Farmers’ Union of New Zealand in June. It wag 
resolved that the farmers of the Dominion should take 
action in conjunction with the New Zealand and In. 
perial Governments and the co-operative companies in 
the United Kingdom, to handle New Zealand products 
on the Ertish markets. A strong feeling was expressed 
and a resolution adopted to the effect that farmer 
should take a hand in fixing the price of their produce. 
The rapid rise in the price of manures was specifically 
disctissed, and a demand for a Government enquiry 
made. It was also demanded that the Government be 
asked to compel manufacturers of manures to place an 
analysis of the ingredients before the market. 

There is a general desire in the Dominion to amend 
the local Railways Act so that narrow-gauge light lines 
might be built to suit local requirements, and a resolu- 
tion to this effect was passed. 





PACKING OF GOODS FOR EXPORT. 

H.M. Consul] at Honolulu states that British per- 
fumes, toilet articles, soaps, etc., should be attractively 
and artistically got up if they are to hold their ownin 
Honolulu against similar articles of French and 
American origin. The local market is, of course, not 
very extensive. Nevertheless, a certain amount of 
toilet goods and perfumes, particularly French, enter 
the market in spite of the tariff, and they are handled 
with success by every drug store. He is assured that 
the chief obstacle operating against high-class British 
manufactures is the unattractive appearance of thelr 
packages, ete. 











TRADING AT AGADIR. 

A notice appeared in the ‘‘ Bulletin Oficiel ” of 
Morocco of 10th August, in regard to applications from 
European merchants for permission to set up trading 
establishments at Agadir. It explains that it is Im- 
possible at present to accede to these requests, as Agadit 
is still regarded as an unsafe district. Commercial 
and land. transactions are forbidden, and it is at present 
useless to make any application. The public will be 
notified when Agadir is to be opened for commerce 40 
colonisation. 
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NOTES ON TRADE—continued. 





OPENING FOR WATER TURBINES AND 
LOCOMOTIVES IN RUSSIA. 

According to an announcement in the ‘‘ Kolnische 
Jeitung | Professor Lomonosow, Chief of the Russian 
Transport Department, who is in Berlin, states that 
three hydro-electric power stations have been started 
» Russia, but progress has been held up through the 
absence ot water turbines, 

It is stated that the object of the visit to Berlin is to 
fx up contracts for the supply of locomotives. Agree- 
ment with the German Locomotive Manufacturers has 
pen reached on technical details, but negotiations as 
to price have up to the present failed to lead to a 
jefinite acceptance. 





CLAUDE SYNTHETIC AMMONIA PROCESS, 

In our issue of 12th August we published a para- 
oraph from the “* Frankfurter Zeitung ’’ in which it is 
tated that ‘‘ the French have realised that the Claude 
process 1s not altogether satisfactory, and desire to add 
small technical details as used in the Haber process.”’ 

The Cumberland Coal Power and Chemicals, Ltd., 
who are the owners of the Brit'sh and Colonial Patents 
of the Claude process, point out that this German state- 
ment is altogether erroneous. The French owners of 
the Claude process, this company states, have not 
approached the German LEadische Company for the 
right to use any part of the latter’s process, and have 
no intention of doing so. The company’s statement 
continues :— 

The Claude process is working on a semi-commercial scale 
inan entirely satisfactory manner, and is securing in three 
operations what it takes the German Haber process eight 
operations to achieve. 

Evidently this fact has caused considerable anxiety to the 
Germans, hence their desire to try to throw cold water on 
the French process. 

A full-sized commercial unit is now being installed in 
France and is expected to be in working order before the 
end of next month, when the British press will be invited 
to inspect the same, and judge for themselves of the great 
value and simplicity of the Claude as compared with the 
German Haber process, 





EXTRAORDINARY TAX ON CAPITAL IN 
NORWAY. 

The Committee which was appointed early in the 
year to investigate the question of an extraordinary tax 
un capital in Norway has now presented its majority 
report. According to this, capital to the amount of 
200,000 kroner is to be exempt, while amounts over 
and above this are to be taxed on a progressive scale as 
shown below. 


Amount Amount 

of Tax of Tax 
Capital. Kr. per Cent Capital. Kr. per Cent. 
LI Nil. | ee 2-4 
100,000 nee eeeeee eee 10 81.009.000 — ....... eee eee. 2-6 
Next i | ee 2-8 
10,000 wee. i Ft) | ee 3°5 
0,000 eee. 14 0 25.000,000  ...... oe. 4-0 
M000 ae: 8) es 4°5 
M000 eee i | | | | 5:0 
a BO. SOD  vnviccdcccocccccs 5:5 
QN,000 ec ecec cece ee 2:2 © 


Six per cent. will be levied on any amount over and 
above the last mentioned figure. 

These rates of taxation apply to all persons living in 
Norway at the time the law comes into force, as well 
as the estates of deceased persons and cetates which 
have been placed under control. The rates also apply 
to Norwegian public servants living abroad. 

Mutual insurance companies, which do not come 
within the scope of the Taxation Law of 1911, and con- 
sumers’, purchasers’, and producers’ unions must pay, 
in addition. 1 per cent. of the first hundred thousand 
ktoner. The eame rule also applies to persons living 
abroad who own capital in Norway, and foreign com- 
Penies Garrying on business in Norway. Foreign share- 
holders will be subject to a levy of 2 per cent. on their 
total capital. 





) 
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Fxhibitions and Fairs. 





BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1921. 





The White City, where the London section of the 
1921 British Industries Fair is to be held, was opened 
jointly by King Edward VII. and M. Falliéres, President 
of the French Republic, on the occasion of the famous 
Franco-Pritish Exhibition in May, 1908. The series 
of dual displays which followed up to the outbreak of 
war in 1914 focused the work, energy and influence of 
those nations which were to become allies in the cause 
of humanity. 

The Franco- British Exhibition occupied a site of over 
350 acres, not including the vast railway yards from 
which sidings were constructed throughout the grounds 
with services into the various buildings. The buildings 
and grounds represented a cost of ten million pounds, 
while the value of the contents amounted to one hundred 
million sterling. The total attendance during the 
months of May to October exceeded thirty millions. 
The sections were under the presidencies of various 
Ministers, the Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George being 
President of the Engineering, Shipping and Manutfac- 
turers Section. 

In connection with the Exhibition was held the Inter- 
national Sports of the Olympic Games at the colossal 
Stadium inaugurated by King Edward VII. and attended 
by 150,000 spectators. 

The Imperial Exhibition, famous for the great Im- 
perial Press Conference, followed in 1909, succeeded 
by the Japan-British Fixbibition in 1910. 

The Coronation of King George V. in 1911 was cele- 
brated at the White City by a special Exhibition, in 
which the scenery and architecture of all parts of the 
Kimpire were reproduced, the native inhabitants occupy- 
ing their iespective sections and giving demonstrations 
of tneir handicrafts, 

Tbe Latin-Eritish Fxhibition in the following year 
included Italy, Spain, Portugal, and the Latin 
countries of South America. 

The last of the series, the Anglo-American Exhibition, 
was held in 1914 to celebrate the centenary of peace 
between the English speaking peoples. It continued 
until the outbreak of war, when the White City became 
a vast barrack, accommodating 16,000 of the troops 
recruited at the first call to arms. 

It is fitting, now that peace is again at hand, that the 
useful career of the White City should be continued by 
the British Industries Fair. 

The total capacity of all the buildings now available 
at the White City is thirty-five million cubic feet, giving 
a floor area exceeding 1,130,000 square feet, which 
should provide even for the requirements of the British 
Industries Fair. The Courts of Honour and Arts, in 
which the Fair will be centralised, are admirably con- 
structed for exhibition purposes. The former has a floor 
area of over one hundred thousand square feet, while 
the latter is eight hundred feet long and four hundred 
in width, . 

The White City lies in the centre of a group of five 
railway stations, all with direct entrances to the exhi- 
bition buildings. Its means of transport are further 
augmented by various “bus services from all parts of 
I.cndon, and an excellent tram service from the west 
and south. This makes it possible to reach the Fair 
from the ‘‘ West End ’’ of London in twenty minutes 
or half-an-hour. So numerous are the transport facilities 
that traffic of over one hundred thousand persons per 
hour can be handled, exclusive of taxis and private cars. 
At the same time the comparatively central position 
of the White City brings it withim easy taxi distance 
of the West End hotels. 

In fact, from all points of view, situation, construc- 
tion, transport and general convenience the new site of 
the British Industries Fair leaves very little to be 
desired. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 
UNDERWEAR 





EXHIBITION OF HOSIERY AND 
AT LEICESTER. 

An Exhibition of Hosiery and Underwear of Foreign 
Manufacture will be held in the offices of the Leicester 
Chamber of Commerce on Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 
day, and Thursday, 16th to 23rd September. 

The samples have been collected by H.M. Overseas 
Officers in South Africa, Trinidad, Denmark, Morocce, 
Canada, India, Holland, and Australia, and represent 
the manufactures of Japan, Switzerland, the United 
States of America, Canada, Switzerland and Belgium. 

Certain of the collections of samples are accompanied 
by Special Reports prepared by H.M. Trade Com- 
missioners, etc., outlining the openings in particular 
markets for the class of goods represented, and should 
prove of value to Leicester and district hosiery manu- 
facturers who desire to extend their export trade in the 
markets mentioned. 

Cards of invitation to inspect the samples have been 
issued by the Department of Overseas Trade to manu- 
facturers in Leicester and district, and additional cards 
‘an be obtained from the Secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce, 3, Granby Street, Leicester. 

An official from the Department of Overseas Trade 
will be in attendance during the Exhibition to inter- 
view callers and supply further information respect- 
ing the samples and the markets from which they have 
been obtained. 





TRACTOR TRIALS AT CHARTRES. 

A Tractor Trial Week has heen organised by the 
Chambre Syndicale du Matériel de Motoculture (Im- 
portateurs), and by the Chambre Svndicale de Moto- 
culture de France, with the object of encouraging the 
use of motor tractors by French agriculturists. 

The week will be held at Chartres (Kure-et-Loir) from 
Ist to 6th October next. The tractors, sent. for trial, 
will be subjected to practical tests on a piece of ground 
of 1,200 hectares in extent at a distance of 1,500 metres 
from. the town. 

l‘orty-five firms, exhibiting 108 machines, have 
entered for the trials. Among these firms the only 
foreign names, which are mentioned. are the following: 
Moline Plow Company, Nemours Trading Corporation 
and American Tractor Company. These three ecom- 
panies have offices in Paris, 

The offices of the ‘‘ Commissariat Géneral de la 
Semaine ’’ are at 30, Avenue de Messine. Paris (8e). 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GrReAT War ExuHIBITION— 
May 15th-Oct. 2nd. 
Palace. 


EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART— 
217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. Open throughout the summer 
months. . 


BAKERS’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4, 


THe MACHINE Toon AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Secretary, 70, Victoria 
Street. Westminster, S.W.1. 

Business Erriciency ExHIBITION— 
September 9th-18th. Birmingham Chamber of Com- 
merce, 95, New Street. 


GROCERS’, PROVISION DEALERS’, & ALLIED TRADERS’ EXH,BITION— 


Address to Secretary, Crystal 


September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. 
Trades, Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen 


Victoria Street, E.C.4. 


INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FArR— 
October 4th-9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by ‘“‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, 
Finsbury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE EXHIBITION— 
October 14th-25rd. at Olympia. Organised by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd. 
Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 
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INTERNATIONAL Moror EXxHIBITION— 
November 4th-13th, at Olympia and the White ¢y 
Organised by the Society of Motor Manufacture, ws 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, 8.W.1. ’ 
LAUNDRY TRADES EXHIBITION— 
November 7th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Isliny. 
ton. : 
THE CycLe aND Moror-CycLte SHow— 
November 29th-December 4th, at Olympia.  Organiy 
by the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ ,, 
Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry, 
GLASGOW SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 
EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, Nov. 8th-Dec. 4th. 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 
INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING ExHIBITION— 
White City, November-December. 
Houghton, 167, Strand, W.C. 
Toy AND Fancy Goops ExHIBITION— 
King’s Hall, Manchester, January Srd-14th, 199]. 
BritisH INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
February 2lst to March 4th, 1921. 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, April. Apply, Directors, 43, Essex Ste 
Strand, W.C.26. 
INTERNATIONAL RuBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1 


Apply J. M. Pre 


Apply to:—§, § 


OVERSEAS. 
ANTWERP FETas— 
May to October. 
VENICE ART EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th » 
October 3lst, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palac 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Muy. 
cipio), Venice. 
LILLE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Metz NationaL Exu1BITION— 
July 22nd to September 26th. 
Journal,’ March 18th.) 
ELECTRICAL EXHIBITION— 
At Leeuwarden, Holland, August 14th to September loth 
(International. ) 
CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
August 28th to September 11th, at Toronto. Apply to 
Mr. Walters, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 
FREDERICA (DENMARK) FURNITURE FAIR— 
September 5th-15th. 
NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FarR— 
Christiania, September 5th-12th. 
Burcos (Spain) AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY 
EXHIBITION 
September 4th-14th. 
PRAGUE Farir— 
September 12th to 28th. 


Address : 21 Rue Arenburg, Antwerp 


(See ‘‘ Board of Trad 


AND TRACTION 





(See ‘‘Board of Trade Journal,” 





July 8th.) 

LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE-— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FArR— 

October 24th-3lst. Applications to La Direccion Genera! 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30, Barcelona. 

Rome AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 

(See “‘ Journal,’’ June 24th.) 
TRIESTE FarR— 
September 26th. (See the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 22nd Juty, 
page 95.) 
Lyons Farr— 
October 1st-15th. 
TurInN EXHIBITION— 
October. 
Maprip SAMPLE Farr— 
ctober. 
Swiss SAMPLE Farr— 
Lausanne. Autumn. 

SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late 
the year. 

AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 

Sydney. January 7th, 1921. 

MILWAUKEE SHOE ExposITION— 
January 10th-13th, 1921. 
Retailers. 

Cryton Motor SHow— 
Colombo. January 22nd-29th. 


TRADE TOURS. 

Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department ° 
Overseas Trade, as follows :— 

To the British Dominions, leaving early in 1921. 

To South America ) 

To Far East To follow. 

To United States 

Full particulars may be had on application to the Departmet 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 


-_ 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CARLE. 


The following cable, dated Ist September, has been re- 
ceived from the Director-General of Commercial Intelli- 
sence, Calcutta :— 











SEASON. 

Rain has fallen fairly generally in North-Kastern and 
Central India, Eastern Rajputana, Konkan, Malabar, and 
North Coast of Madras; local elsewhere. | 

General crop conditions are good, but more rain required 
for transplanting rice and other agricultural operations in 
parts of Burma, Bihar and Orissa, and especially in the 
Punjab. 

MarkeTs. 

Bombay Cotton market irregular. Fully good fine Oomra 
September Rs. 255. Piece-goods market practically un- 
changed, with fair enquiry though little actual business. 
Caleutt2 jute market steady, with little doing. Hessians 
frm. Heavy goods firm without much business passing. 
No change in bank rates. ‘ 


AUSTRALIA. 
THE RAISIN INDUSTRY. 

Official figures of the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
for the season ending March last show a total production in 
the 18 districts under the jurisdiction of the Association 
(which is a co-operative marketing institution), of approxi- 
mately £2,000,000 worth of dried fruits, of which two-thirds 
are raisins and the balance currants. Other dried fruits 
(apricots, peaches, pears, figs, prunes, and muscatels) have 
been produced to an aggregate value of £200,000. Areas 
being planted, to be in bearing by 1924, will, it is expected, 
cause an increase of at least 50 per cent. in the foregoing 
figures. 

The centre of the raisin industry is a comparatively small 
section along the Murray River at the point where the States 
of Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia meet. 
This area has been transformed by irrigation into one of the 
richest sections of Australia. 

These irrigated districts are to be extended, and will 
probably receive great assistance from the new Murray River 
irrigation works, which are being constructed jointly by the 
Governments of Victoria, New South Wales, and South 
Australia. 

Co-operation in various ways has been one of the main 
elements in the success of the raisin industry, and this has 
not been confined to organised and semi-official institutions 
like the Mildura Co-operative Packing Co., and the Austra- 
lan Dried Fruits Association, but includes the friendly 
assistance of one settler to another in his own particular 
problems, 

Ninety-five per cent. of the growers of fruits to be 
dried, market their products through the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association, which has adopted the trade-mark 
“Sun-ravsed,’”? under which trade-mark all the dried fruit of 
the Association is sold. The Association is spending a large 
amount of money annually on advertising throughout the 
Commonwealth. The money needed for advertising and other 
expenses is raised by a small levy upon growers, on a pro- 
duction basis. This charge, it is stated, has been made up 
many times by the higher prices which the dried fruit 
commands since it has been put systematically on the market 
under the title “Sun-ravsed.”’ ) , 








EGYPT. 


FGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


(From E. Holman Mulock. H.M. Commercial Agent.) 
CatRo. 
It is necessary to draw the attention of United Kingdom 
firms desirous of submitting tenders for Egyptian Govern- 
ment contracts, other than those which have to be sent to 
the office of Sir Arthur Webb, K.C.M.G., to the general 
conditions for tenders and adjudication of Government 
tontracts given below. (Reference to a recent change in the 
general conditions was made at page 210 of the “Journal” 
19th August). ; 
Clause 2 is important, as under its provisions a tenderer 
must either reside, or have a representative, in Egypt. 





























IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 








(H.M. Commercial Agent will be glad to suggest the names 
of suitable agents to any United Kingdom firms who do not 
already comply with this clause, and who may be under the 
erroneous impression that the Department of Overseas Trade 
or the Office of H.M. Commercial Agent is the correct 
channel tor the submission of tenders.) 

The text of the general conditions is: — 

GENERAL CONDITIONS FoR TENDERS AND ADJUDICATION 
OF GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


1. Tenders must be submitted on the form supplied by the 
Administration, and in double-sealed envelopes, with the 
object of the tender indicated thereon. 

2. The tenderer must be a person residing in Egypt, or 
must have a representative in Egypt, and will give in his 
offer an address at whici: notices may be served upon him. 
All notices shall be deemed to be validly served which are 
left at such address or are sent there by registered post, and 
every letter sent by registered post shall be deemed to have 
arrived in due course of post unless the contrary is shown. 

3. The price of tenders should be written, without erasures, 
iu figures and in words. 

!, Every tender submitted in the name of an incorporated 
company must be accompanied by authenticated copies of 
the documents defining the constitution of the company. 
Every tender submitted in the name of a. private firm or 
partnership must be accompanied by such extracts, duly 
authenticated, from the partnership deed as shall suffice to 
show what persons are authorised to enter into contracts on 
behalf of the firm or partnership, and what persons are 
responsible for the due execution of such contracts, and can 
give valid receipts on behalf of the firm or partnership. 

However, firms established in Egypt and having constant 
dealings with the Government may deposit with the Ministry 
of Finance authenticated copies of the above-mentioned 
documents. In submitting tenders, these firms should then 
simply state that the documents in question have been so 
deposited and that no subsequent changes in the constitu- 
tion of the company, partnership, or firm have taken place. 

5. Contractors must produce railway certificates in support 
of their invoices for transport expenses incurred on account 
ot goods forwarded by them ‘to Government Departments. 
Such certificates will be delivered by the Railway Administra- 
tion if applied for at the moment of despatching the goods, 
and in order to obtain the same, forwarding agents should 
mention on the way bill the name of the Department 
concerned. 

Claims for freight on goods shipped to Egypt must be sup- 
ported by a copy of the bill of lading or other voucher 
showing the amount of the freight. 

6. Each tender must be accompanied by a _ provisional 
deposit of 2 per cent. of the total value of the offer in money. 
Post Office orders or cheques on local banks will be accepted, 
but no cheques on banks abroad. 

The provisional deposit may be replaced by a letter of 
guarantee from an approved bank in Egypt to the effect 
that the bank will hold at the disposal of the Government 
a2 sum equivalent to 10 per cent. of the total value of the 
contract in the event of the tenderer obtaining, the same. 

Letters of guarantee from banks abroad may also be 
accepted, but in that case the Administration may require 
the endorsement of such letters of guarantee by an approved 
bank in Egypt. 

7. Within ten days after the acceptance of the tender a 
sum equal to 10 per cent. of the total value of the contract 
will be deposited by the successful tenderer as security for 
the due execution thereof. This deposit must be either in 
cash (on which no interest will be allowed) or in Egyptian 
Gevernment or other approved securities, calculated at 
market value with a margin of 5 per cent. Cash may be paid 
to the contracting Department or to the Ministry of Finance. 
Securities will be deposited with the Ministry of Finance, in 
Cairo, or with the National Bank of Egypt, in Alexandria, 
or in London, for the account of the Government. The 
coupons maturing on these securities may be detached by the 
contractor. The deposit will be retained until the contract 
has been duly carried out to the satisfaction of the Govern- 
ment. 

In the case of unsuccessful tenderers, their provisional 
deposit, if made in cash, will be returned to them: letters 
of guarantee will be returned to the hank which issued them, 
simultaneous notice being sent to the tenderers that this has 
been done. 

Contractors may effect a permanent deposit in cash or 
securities with the Ministry of Finance, in Cairo. on which 
certificates for provisional deposits may be granted to 
accompany their tenders, and also certificates for final 
denosit of 10 per cent. on value of contract accepted. 

Should the successful tenderer not make the deposit as 
required by this article, the acceptance of his tender will he 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 








withdrawn, and any deposit he may have made under Article 
& will be forfeited. 

8. The Government is not bound to accept the lowest or 
any tender, and may divide the order. | | 

9. Unless all the foregoing conditions are complied with 
by the tenderer, the tender wil] not be considered. 

10. Tenderers are permitted to attend when tenders are 
being opened or be represented by an accredited delegate 
and hear the prices read out of the various tenders as 
opened. 


——_= 


RHODESIA. 
PROPOSED GRAIN ELEVATORS. 


In a Report on Grain Elevators for Rhodesia and the 
Territory of the Mozambique Company, presénted recently 
to the Legislative Council, the consulting engineer states 
that without an elevator system it would not be surprising 
if grain production in a few years declined. It is probable, 
on the other hand, that an elevator system will double pro- 
duction within five years. 

Maize Put On Ratt. 


The railage statistics of maize (in tons of 2,000 lbs. each) 
are as follows: — 





1917. 1918. 1919. 
ia ls 67 ,344 55,917 79,930 
Territory of the Mozambique 
0 ere 17,533 8,694 21,104 


Railage statistics must not be confused with crop statis 
tics, as a considerable portion of the crop never reaches the 
railway, being consumed on the farm on which it is grown, 
or delivered direct to the consumer 


ProBpaBLeE INCREASE IN Maize PRODUCTION. 


Regarding the surplus available for export, it is believed 
that if elevators are established the export trade will for 
many years increase owing to inland consumption not keep- 
ing pace with increased production. 

The Report states that the constantly increasing demand 
for maize will maintain prices, and with an elevator system 
the grower will get from 9d. to ls. 6d. more for every 
200 Ibs. produced, and at the same time be relieved of all 
anxiety as to safe storage and forced sale. In any case, the 
lower the price the greater the need for effecting the sub- 
stantial saving that can be made. 

ELevator CapaciTIEs RECOMMENDED. 

A surplus for export of 60,000 to 70,000 tons could easily 
be handled, it is stated, by a port elevator of 8,000 tons 
capacity, but in order to prevent delay to ships it would 
be inadvisable to start the scheme with an elevator of less 
capacity than 10,000 tons. 

Regarding country or inland elevators, it is recommended 
that these should be capable of dealing with 70,000 tons, 
which, on the basis of five turnovers, means a combined 
storage capacity of 14,000 tons. 

The capacities recommended are the minimum that should 
be adopted in starting the scheme, and even these capacities 
may on oce sions be insufficient during the months of 
greatest pressure. | 


Port ELevator at Berra. 


The proper port for the shipment of grain from Rhodesia 
(and, of course, the territory of the Mozambique Company) 
is Beira, but if Beira is to compete successfully in the ex- 
port trade it is essential that the port facilities be substan- 
tially improved, and it is equally certain that the delays 
and chances of delays at present existing prevent steamers 
from being attracted to the port, and thus retard its 
progress. 

Exports from Beira, according to the Government grader, 
amounted to 35,813 tons in 1917, to 18,726 tons in 1918, and 
to 48,641 tons in 1919. 

The elevator at Beira should be planned for easy extension 
to a large capacity. for intake, output, and storage: but for 
the present trade, bearing in mind the rates that will have 
to be levied, a greater capacity is not advised than 10,000 
tons to start with, capable of loading ships direct at the rate 
of 250 tons per hour, and capable of receiving from railway 
wagons at the same rate, 

TInrnanp Erevators anp Ox Wacons. 

The inland or country elevator receives the grain from 
the farmer, and can receive it either from a box cart carry- 
ing the grain in bulk, or from the standard tyne of ox- 
wagon which has been associated with transport in South 
Africa for so many years. The ox-wagon, although cumber- 
some and slow, will not by any means prejudice an elevator 
system, and in designing country elevators for South Africa 
it is a point which requires special consideration. 


| 
| 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Causes AND AMoUNT OF WASTAGBR. 


On a total railage of 70,000 tons the annual loss jp, 
normally dry season through the various forms of wastage 
including damage by rodents and insects, and theft, as yey 
as deterioration, etc., is estimated at £16,875, based on the 
low figure of 12s. 6d. per bag for maize. An elevator wou) 
also save over £3,000 in labour at inland centres, and 
£10,000 at the port on an export of 60,000 tons. Many fy. 
ther thousands of pounds would also be saved at the port ir 
loading from an elevator, and, in addition, the vessel " 
loaded in bulk would be able to carry more than in bap; 
There are also many other forms of economay, as on bags, ton 
paulins, wagons, ete... which an_ elevator system wou} 
effect, and the net direct total of all savings is estimated y 
£47,298, given a complete system, or £23,540 if a port eleyg. 
tor only be installed. 

EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE. 

The estimated capital cost of a 10,000-ton elevator at Beir, 
is £102,000, of 14,000 tons storage capacity in eight country 
elevators £100,800, and of interest on capital during ¢op. 
struction £10,000, giving a total of £212,000. 

Annual expenditure is estimated at £16,248. Revenue js 
estimated at £46,558, giving a value to the credit of the eleys. 
tor system of £30,310, which would be increased to £4000) 
if the elevators were working to the full capacity of 800m 
tons for export and 100,000 tons for inland consumption. 





EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 


OF WHEAT 

TRADE. 

(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy. 
BRUSSELS. 

Following a report to the King setting out the position of 
the supply of cereals, a Royal Decree was issued on Sth 
August authorising the sale of two distinct kinds of bread in 
Belgium. 

In this Decree the maximum sale prices for bread are fixed 
as follows :— 

1. Bread made from unsifted flour, frs. 1:10 per kilogram. 

2. Househo!d bread made from sifted flour at 80 per cent., 

frs. 1-20 per kilogram. 

3. Ordinary white bread made from sifted flour at 75 per 

cent., frs. 1:35 per kilogram. 

4. Certain kinds of fancy breads made from sifted flow 

at 75 per cent., frs. 1°50 per kilogram. 

This Decree modifies that of April last, whereby a single 
quality of bread, made from sifted flour at 80 per cent. was 
permitted. The April Decree was issued with a view to 
bringing about an economy of Belgian stocks and with a 
view to diminishing the State subsidy by reducing imports. 
It is stated that those objects have been partially achieved, 
and the general situation is felt to be better in view of the 
improved world-harvest prospects, and the fall in the rate 
of exchange on New York. 

A Royal Decree has also been issued modifying the regula- 
tions regarding the baking and sale of pastries. It may be 
of interest to note that in the report submitted to the King 
in this connection, the following increases in price were 
recorded : — 

1. In June, 1919, butter was sold in Belgium at a price 

varying between frs. 9 and 11 per kilogram. This 

year at the same time it was sold at from frs. 12-4. 

The present price is frs. 15-16. 

2. Eggs were sold in June of last year at from 45 to 5! 
The present price is from 65 to 7 








REGULATION AND FLOUR 


centimes each. 
centimes. 
In the new Decree of 9th August pastries containing milk, 
hutter and eggs may only be sold on five days in the week. 
Another Decree, dated 9th August, has also been issued 
controlling thos» cereals grown in Belgium itself which can 
he used for baking. 





BULGARIA. 
WATER POWER AND IRRIGATION SCHEMES. 


(From the British Commercial Commissioner.) 
. SoFlA. 


irrigation. 





Bulgaria offers enormous possibilities for 
Large tracts could be made far more productive than at 
present, and in a country where certain raw materials exist 
and could be increased once exploitation became possible, 
the production of electric power for lighting, industrl 
railway electrification purposes is of considerable importance. 
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Accordingly a Water Power and Irrigation Scheme and a 
Bill concerning Water Syndicates are at present before the 
Bulgarian Chamber, and investigations have been made as 
4) the utilisation of the waters of | the Rivers Topolnitza, 
Kritchim, Louda Yana, Strema, Eli Dere, Tchai, ‘Toundja, 
Vjinkos, and Sutlika. The results ot these investigations 
ow that the water resources of Bulgaria will make it 
nossible : — 

(1) To exploit water energy amounting to more than 
1,000,000 h.p. According to calculations, rail- 
wavs and industries will consume only 130,000- 
150,000 h.p., and the whole of the remaining 
energy will therefore be available for agricultural 
production and lighting. | 

(2) To irrigate by the canal system a total of about 

~ 4,600,vuu decars. | | . 

(3) To irrigate, independently, the Danube plains which 
suffer from drought in the summer, and to irri- 
gate the plain of Deli-Ormana by means of electri- 
cally driven pumps. | 

(4) To supply water for inhabited places which cannot 
obtain supplies from neighbouring wells, by means 
of ground springs or streams which are raised to 
reservoirs by pumps and then distributed for the 
use of towns and villages. 

The undertakings which will have to be taken in hand 
onder the State programme will include : — . 

(1) The construction of about 17 barrage reservoirs. 

(2) Canal systems in the Plains of Thrace, St*ra Zagora, 
Yambol and Sliven in Southern Bulgaria, and in 
Northern Bulgaria on the lower courses of the 
Rivers Isker, Vid, Ocem, Rositza, Yanira, ete., as 
well as in the Plains of Kustendil, Radomir, 
Doupnitza and Nevropol. 

(3) The building of electric power stations at the bar- 
rage reservoirs. . . 

The execution of these water enterprises, according to 

the Bill for Water Syndicates, can bo undertaken either by 
the State, or bv syndicates by means of lozns, the repayment 
of which will bo effected by instalments paid by the Water 
Syndicates. 
OF irom Water Council has been established at the 
Ministry of Avriculture and State Pronerty to provide fer 
the execution of the general State water programme and to 
lye a'l questions econesrning water economy. 


eee 


FRANCE. 


ELECTRIC POWER SCHEME FOR 
LIBERATED AREAS. 

A Law was published in the “Journal Officiel’? of 19th 
August, providing for the construction of the works 
necessary for a high-tension electrical power system in the 
liberated areas. 

The scheme provides for the construction of stations at 
Pont-a-Vendin, Douai, Valenciennes, Noeux, Bully-Grenay, 
Lille, Cambrai. Jeumont, Beautor, Laon, Reims, Epernay, 
Mohon, Stenayv. Verdun, Saint-Dizier, Longwy, Piennes, 
Briey, Nancey, Vincey, Fontoy, la Houve, Bischborn, Cham- 
brav, Paris, Saint-Just, Arras. 

The chief generating station will be at Hirson on the 
Aisne. The cost is estimated for the present at 135,900,000 
frs.. and will he subscribed partly by the State. 

The practical details of the scheme are given in the 
annexes to the Law. 





THE 





SWITZERLAND. 


ACTIVITY IN HYDRO-ELECTRIC INDUSTRY. 


(From the Acting Commercial Secretary to T1.M. Leqation.) 
| BERNE. 





There is an increasing demand on the part of the public 
in Switzerland for cheaper electric current, as reported in 
the daily press, 

_ In the case of the current used for heating purposes the 
industries connected with electrical heating cannot possibly 
exist unless the price of the electric current is greatly 
reduced. At the present day where coal, petrol and other 
fuel is scarce and expensive, the public is turning more 
and more to electricity for heating purposes, and efforts 
are being made to increase the number of water power 
‘tacions for the prodvection of cheaper electric current. 
"nfortunately, the cost of building these water power ste- 
tions has increased enormously of late, and it has been 
stated that the costs of erection are treble and in some 
fases five-fold what they were before the war. Electric 
Power stations in th» country, with very few exceptions, 
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have been obliged to raise the price they charge for electric 
current, which has become an increasingly expensive com- 
modity. 

It has now been suggested that there are at present only 
two ways of supplying electric current at cheaper rates :— 
The one way consists in erecting larger power stations and 
constructing more extensive artificial lakes in the high-lying 
mountain valleys. The second suggestion is to encourage 
ie use of electric current during the night by reducing 
the charge during these hours. 

It is a well-known fact that comparatively very little 
electric current is used at night and during certain parts 
of the day, whereas from about four or five p.m. onwards 
for a few hours the Central Electric Power Stations are 
practically drained of all the current they can produce. 
[t is evident, therefore, that the energy produced at the 
water ;Ower stations is wasted during part of the day. If 
this water could always be accumulated in vast artificial 
lakes during the night, and only actually used for the pro- 
duction of electricity during the day, the waste would be 
considerably less and the electric current would be more 
uniformly used. The tendency in Switzerland seems to be 
to increase the number of artificial lakes, and in this way 
to build up reserves of water power with a view to cheapen- 
ing the cost of the current supplied. 

In the towns the electric current is being increasingly 
used for household purposes: for ironing, for grilling, toast- 
ing or warming up dishes, for cooking and innumerable 
other household purposes. The number of bakers and con- 
fectioners who bake by electricity is rapidly increasing. 
Chemists and dentists are also largely using electricity. 

A new industry is also growing up in Switzerland for the 
construction of electric stoves for the heating of private 
houses. The electric current used for these stoves is gener- 
ated at night, during which time the stoves are heated up, 
whilst in the morning the electric current is turned off and 
the stoves remain warm during the whole of the day. 
These stoves contain either water, oil or terra-cotta. In 
all modern houses and hotels a large quantity of water is 
heated by e'ectricity, the electric current for which is pro- 
duced between midnight and 6 a.m., and which in econse- 
quence can be provided at a cheaper price. It is asserted 
that provided the price of electric current used at night 
can be sufficiently reduced, electric heating in Swiss houses 
will in time become the rule and not, as now, almost the 
exception, 

Hyrro-Erectats Power Resocrcrs. 

An estimate corpiled by the Swiss Hydro-Economic 
Union places the total energy output of Swiss rower stations 
for lighting and general purposes at about 1-2 to 1-3 milliard 
kilowatt hours, or, roughly, 300 kilowatt hours per in- 
habitant per year. The same societv recently published a 
gener’! scheme of exploitotion which included the Rhine, 
the Reuss, the Aare, and the Limmat, and involved an 
annual production of two to three milliard kilowatt hours. 

The importance of water-power in Switzerland has in- 
creased considerably in the last 20 years. 

As a result of the war an exceptional demand for elec- 
tricity became apparent. The North-East Power Works 
alone have increased their output in the years 1915 to 1917 
by 50 per cent., the Berne Power Works by 58 per cent., 
and the Basle Power Works by 42 per cent., and 
the Electricity Works of the town of Berne by 20 per cent. 
The annual growth in the general light and power installa- 
tions of the larger undertakings is placed as high as 10 to 
20 per cent. The exceptional demand for electric energy 
gave the movement for the exploitation. of water power a 
new impulse, and was responsible for a considerable activity 
on the part of a number of the larger Swiss societies. 

Notwithstanding almost unsurmountab difficulties in 
obtaining the necessary material, labour and tools, the society 
“Motor”? began the construction of a new power station on 
the Aare, near Alten-Goesgen in 19124, and finished the 
undertaking in 1917, at a time when the difficulties of con- 
struction were at their greatest. The station has an output 
of 50,000 horse-power supplied by five power units of 10,000 
h.p. each. 

{n 1916 the power station of Eglisau was begun by the 
North-East Swiss Power Works. The work is now on the 
noint of completion and will have an output of 30,000 h.p. 
generated by five power units of 6,000 h.p. each. A power 
‘tetion begun in L917 by the Rerne Power Works at Muhile- 
berg on the Aare will be completed in the autumn of this 
year, and wil have an output of 32,000 h.p. derived from 
four power units of 8,100 h.p. each, 

The Swiss Federal Railwavs have at rresent three stations 
under construction—Ritom, Barberine, and Amsteg—which 
are destined to supply the necessary current for the electrifi- 
cation of certain lines. It is proposed to continue the ex- 
ploit tion of the available power at Eglisau and at Muhle- 
berg towards the end of this year. 
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Apart from the consiruction of new power stations, a 
number of schemes for the further development of already 
existing hydro-electric establishments are under considera- 


tion. -The proposed development of the Oberhasle Works 
would raise the power of that station to 120,000 horse 
power. The electricity works of the Canton of Fribourg are 


considering the construction of a big power station on the 
Joigne at Rossens from which 60,000 h.p. may be derived. 
The preliminary work connected with this undertaking was 
begun a short time ago. The town of Geneva is considering 
a scheme tor the exploitation of the Rhone at La Plaine, 
Where a power output of 60,000 horse power may also be 
obtained, and the North-East Swiss Power Works has plans 
for obtaining 30,000 horse power by exploiting the Aare 
near Wildegg. A considerable interest is also being shown 
in the exploitation of water power by the Cantons of Aargau 
and Graubunden. 

{In addition to this constructional activity, various notable 
movements have taken place with the object of establishing 
a more satisfactory distribution and a more economical 
utilisation of the available electricity supply. Among the 
most important of these manifestations is the ‘Societe 
Anonyme d’Energie de |’Ouest Suisse,’? with headquarters 
at Lausanne, and the ‘“‘Kraftubertragung Aktiengesellschaft 
fur vermittelung und Verwertung von Elektricitat’’ at 
Berne. Both societies aim at the co-operation of the larger 
electricity companies and at mutual supplementation in case 
of need. The ‘‘Kraftubertragung Co.’ proposes to construct 
a high-tension line right across Switzerland from the lake 
of Geneva to Lake Constance. It is proposed to connect all 
Swiss power stations with this line, thus enabling them to 
get rid of their surplus current, and, in cases of need, to 
draw on it to supplement their supply. The work con- 
nected with this undertaking was begun towards the end 
of 1918. 

The founding of the ‘Societe Anonyme d’Energie de 
Quest Suisse’? was connected with the high-tensiwn instal- 
lation of the electricity works of the canton of Fribourg at 
Rossens. From Rossens a line will be run via Lausanne to 
Geneva. A branch of this line will be carried to the Canton 
of Vallis, Another. principal line will run north through the 
Jura to Basle. A network will be formed. connecting a 
number of important Swiss power works. ; 

The rapidity with which electricity is being made use of 
for the most various domestic, agricultural, and industrial 
purposes has also been the subject of comment. 

The Swiss Hydro-Economic Union places the power of the 
still available water resources of Switzerland at 8,000,000 
horse power of roughly 20 milliard kilowatt hours per year. 
The demand for energy is according to the above authority 
distributed as follows :— | 


Milliard 
kilowatt hours. 
Se rene ey Ree 300 
RE Sob cveiicnctaxaevansteduliaemiibs 1,300 
Rees caiewies ... 1,500 
_ BRS on eRner enn 1,500 
NEY’ . :nauimsielibadtinndsindeiae iiioniesiees 4 600 


According to these estimates the water power of Switzer- 
land is amply sufficient for the entire electrification of the 
country. In addition, there remains an annual surplus of 
15 milliard kilowatt hours for electric heating purposes, for 
the electro-chemical industry, and for exporting purposes. 
Up to the end of 1918, 27 concessions for export of electric 
current hod been granted. The exported enerev amounted 
roughly to 132.000 horse power, and was distributed in the 
followine countries :— 


Horse power. 


RR Pe ae mnr ene aye eee 43.000 
ae ee ene 31.300 
GFOPIMAMNY once ccc ccc ccccccnee ceeccecee. 57.700 





——— 


TURKEY. 


MARKET FOR SILVERWARE, ELECTRO- 
PLATED WARE AND JEWELLERY. 

The Commercial Secretary (Captain C. H. Courthope- 
Munroe) to the British High Commissioner at Constantinople 
has forwarded the following report on the market for silver- 
ware, electro-nlated ware, and jewellery :— 





SILVERWARE. 


This market is considered a good one for silverware, but 
limited. and may become smaller owing to the Turkish 
political situation. At present stocks are low. 

Previous to the war imports were 70 per from 
Germany and Austria, 20 ner cent. from France. and 19 ner 


cent. 
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cent. from the United Kingdom. The silverware importa 
from Germany was of a poor quality. It is understood tha 
United Kingdom silver was only handled by two of the lead. 
ing firms of Grand Rue de Pera, Pera, and their beg 
customers were the various harems and rich Turks, who 
insisted on being supplied with goods ot British manufac. 
ture. No modification is necessary to existing United King. 
dom patterns, as the whole business in this class Of goods j 
effected on English designs. Considerable difficulty has been 
experienced in obtaining consignments of silverware from’ 
the United Kingdom, and orders placed for last Christma 
are just being delivered. 
Eiectro-PLaTED WARE. 

The market for electro-plate, too, is considered a good one, 
but limited. No modification is necessary In existing English 
designs to suit local taste. Great difficulty IS experience? 
in obtaining consignments from the United Kingdom, an 
prompt delivery would greatly assist in overcoming compe 
tition. German electro-plate has not yet appeared on the 
market. 

ReaL JEWELLERY. 

The gold mountings for jewellery are nearly always manv. 
factured locally. Stones, ete., are bought here and sold by 
Armenian travellers. Present stocks are low and were nearly 
all purchased locally from refugees and Austrian Subjects 
who had to leave owing to the Armistice. _ This market is 
not considered a good one as very little is done in good 
quality articles, showy articles are bought by people who 
have made money rapidly. The demand for existing British 
designs is so small that modification need not be considered, 
The writer is of opinion that 90 per cent. of the buyers who 
buy locally are in touch with sources of origin, and ther 
does not appear to be any possibility of British capital being 
successfully employed in this field. 

IMITATION JEWELLERY (RoLLeD GOLD AND GILT). 

This trade is handled by drapers’ stores. Present stock 
are low, but the market can hardly be considered a good one. 
British pins and cuff links are in demand, but there appears 
to be no demand at all for fancy gilt brooches. 





ASIA. 


FORMOSA. 


AND INDUSTRIAL 
MENTS SINCE 1914. 


A valuable review of the commercial and industrial 
developments in the island of Formosa has “~ written by 
or ‘itis é amsul, as an 

Mr. P. D. Butler, Acting British Consul vs ‘Cnd. 91 
appendix to Mr. Hugh Horne’s Report on Japan 912, 
Price 9d.), which we noticed in last week’s issue. } 
The following table will give some idea of the progress 0 
the Island’s trade since the outbreak of war. Figures — 
thousands of yen, and those for 1919 are approximate only: 








COMMERCIAL DEVELOP. 














1914. 1915. 1918. — 191). 
Exports— " 

eonines Countries 12,982 15,480 33,394 33,000 
EE scicsisineossnniennes 45.738 60,192 105,600 135,000 
rarer 58.720 75,622 138,994 168,00 

Imports— Bs F 
Tesalion Countries 13,013 12,781 33,554 65,00 
DOMAN — oc.ccccceseseveeeees 39,879 40 587 70.591 85,00 
TEE: © csussamnieeaiandn 52.982 53,368 104,145 150,000 
Grand total ...... 111,614 128,990 243,139 318,00 


It will be seen that the total trade of Formosa has 1- 
creased from ven 111,614,000 in 1914, to yen 318,000,000 in 
1919—a remarkable achievement even when due <€ 
is made for the abnormal conditions prevailing. rg 
trade in Japan in 1919 shows a large excess of imports — 
exports, such is not the case in Formosa, where the - } 
firures still lead. This is only to be expected in an isian 
which, though rich in natural resources, still awaits indus 

‘ial development. 5 
The war augmented and accelerated the prosper} 
rather than created it. The Island is naturally highly pre 
ductive. and the effect of the past few years has been to 
increase the demand for and value of the products. — F 

The following is a review of the condition of the princp' 
industries : — 

SUGAR. 
eane-sugar I 
which in 1918 


osition 


The war proved the greatest boon to the 
dustry and the Formosan sugar companies, 
. : . i Oa ey 1” y 

were far from prosperous, are now In a very strong } 
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| able to declare large dividends. The total production 


yl ar (centritugals and browns) in each of the years 1914 
: 1919 (with estimated figures for 1920) was as tollows: — 

Production. Production. 
Year. Tons. Year. Tons. 
1014 caseeeeeeeeeeeeees 149,571 L918 weer eee 341,390 
I ici cnanesenonenses oo ne I usd eee 300,902 
i916 la catatbaniaaiiig 318,510 1920 (estimated) ... 255,000 
1017 RI aesiuliant 454,459 


The above figures include a quantity of molasses. . 

{n the past two years there has been a decided decrease in 
che area under sugar-cane owing to the fact that many 
armers prefer to plant rice, the high prices prevailing for 
chich make it a highly profitable crop. . 

The falling off in production expected in the 1919-1920 
yason is, however, due not so much to this cause (for 1t 1s 
senerally the inferior sugar land which has been put under 
rice) as to a disastrous typhoon which passed over the island 
in August, 1919, and destroyed nearly 20 per cent. of the 
ane, Many of the large sugar companies have increased and 
ometimes doubled their capital during the war, and no less 
han six new companies were established in 1919. There 
an be no doubt, however, that, should the present high price 
tice continue for any considerable period, the sugar com- 
vanies have a serious problem before them in the tendency 
if the farmers to revert to the cultivation of the staple 
ereal, A new feature witnessed in 1919 in the Formosan 
sugar industry 1s the large importation (amounting to 
826,000 kin for the eleven months ended November) of 
Java sugar for re-manufacture at the mills during the slack 
eason for the native product. This importation has been 
nade profitable by the high market, and it will be interest- 
ing to watch future developments in this direction. 


RIce. 


Acreage “under rice and total production in each of the 
years 1914 to 1919 is shown below. Two crops are produced 
throughout the island, and in some districts even three :— 


Area. Crop. 

Year. Acres. Bushels. 

- eee 1,246,724 22,856,930 
a oe 1 225,287 23,731 .507 
Bs b<Steatda vliiues 1,177,100 23 059,898 
eres 1,163,262 23,965,712 
I is ical 1.205.971 22.975,757 
ere 1,233,992 23 886,209 


It will be seen that the production has varied very little 
from year to year, but it is probable that 1920 will show 
aconsiderable increase. High prices in the island are partly 
due to large exportations of rice to Japan, which has now 


been prohibited. 
Coat. 


The coal industry bids fair to become the most important 
in the island, and its development in the past two or three 
vears has been very striking. The following figures show 
production in each of the years 1914 to 1918, with estimated 
figures for 1919-1921 : — 


Coal Coal 
Production. Production. 

Year. Tons. Year. Tons. 
| ck i | 769 507 
379,368 1919 (estimate) 1,150,000 
=| 517,581 1920 (estimate) 1,430,000 
Tt oncayis 673.008 1921 (estimate) 1,800,000 


The consumption in 1919 was as follows, the exports being 
thiely to Hongkong, Philippine Islands, Shanghai, and 
singapore : — 


Tons. 
Island consumption. ...............0.. 570,000 
a 480,000 
Ships’ bunkers .................0.0c000. 100,000 


The total coal deposits of Formosa are variously estimated 
at figures between 691,840,000 tons and 850,000,000 tons. 
Production could be greatly increased and an output of as 
much as 5,000,000 tons per annum easy of attainment, were 
It not for defective harbour and transport facilities. Much 
of the coal produced is of excellent quality, though somewhat 
liable to spontaneous combustion. It is thought that For- 
mosan coal will have an important bearing on Far Eastern 
trade in the future. 

CAMPHOR. 


Formosa has a virtual monopoly of the world’s camphor 
supplies, and the production is of high importance to the 
“ uloid and other industries abroad. The following figures 
a the production of Crude Camphor and Camphor Oil in 
; of the financial years 1914-15 to 1918-19, with estimated 
‘Sures for 1919-20 and 1920-21 : — 





iMPERIAL AND FOREIGN [RADE—continueu. 








Crude Camphor. Camphor Oil. 


Year. Kin. Kin. 
1914-1915 ow... 0,124,894 0,448,834 
TOLS-191G sc. cccccee 4,932,756 5,933,470 
1916-1917... 5,208,843 6,808,516 
i S| 3,223,249 0,045,634 
oS a 2,342,000 4,885,000 
1919-1920 __......... 2,200,000 4,200,000 
1920-1921... 3,000,000 6,000,000 


The estimated figures for production in 1919-1920 and 
1920-1921 have been supplied by the Monopoly Bureau, but 
they are over-optimistic, and it is tolerably certain that the 
1919-1920 output will be actually much smaller, nor is it 
probable that the 1920-1921 estimate will be realised. 

It will be seen that the output of camphor shows a serious 
falling off each year since 1916-1917. The chief cause of this 
decrease is insufficiency of labour. The Monopoly Bureau are 
doing all they can to stimulate production, and as a means 
to that end the price paid to the local manufacturers has 
been repeatedly raised. Further, a company called the 
Formosan Camphor Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (capital yen 
10,000,000), was formed with the support of the Monopoly 
Bureau at the commencement of 1919 with the same object. 
This Company is an amalgamation of the smaller concerns 
hitherto engaged in the industry. 

The decrease in the output of camphor came at a most 
unfortunate time, for the demand in the United States, 
Japan, and the United Kingdom has increased enormously 
since the outbreak of war, No figures are available for the 
demand for crude camphor in Japan, but that in the United 
States, France, and United Kingdom, is estimated by the 
Monopoly Bureau at the following figures :— 


Kin per annum. 


ec cutrateitae 7,800,000 
WOE BRIG csicscscicsccceess 2,400,000 
NS - sicecbss ntienisiieiidiphiscininibibdiateeniataels 1,080,000 


The Monopoly Bureau finds it quite impossible to meet this 
large demand, and the actual allotments of crude camphor 
for the year 1919-1920 were as follows:—United States, 
1,116,000 kin ; United Kingdom, 408,000 kin; France, 172,000 
kin. The proportion allotted to the United Kingdom and 
France is somewhat larger than apparent, as both these 
countries take partly refined or ‘‘BB’”’ camphor, which yields 
12 per cent. more refined camphor than the ‘B” grade 
shipped to the United States. 

The future of the industry is far from bright as, apart 
from the present difficulty in maintaining production, it is 
estimated that the natural camphor forests will be entirely 
exhausted about fifteen years hence. From that time on the 
supply will have to be obtained from afforested trees, and 
only a very small proportion of these will by then have 
reached the age of maturity (50 years) at which the camphor 
tree can economically be cut. 


TEA. 

The chief market for Formosa Oolong teas is the United 
States, though certain quantities are also shipped to 
Australia and the United Kingdom. Pouchong teas are ex- 
ported to the Netherland East Indies, French Indo-China, 
Philippine Islands, Hongkong, ete. The war years with 
accompanying high prices were very profitable to growers, 
and exporters also had done very well up to the Armistice, 
when a sudden drop in freight rates to America and 
accumulation of supplies there left them with large quanti- 
ties of tea which had cost them a high figure and for which 
they could not find a market. The 1919 season opened very 
late and under unpromising conditions, but most exporters 
had done better than they expected to at the end of the 
vear. 


Oolong Teas. Pouchong Teas. 


Export Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Year. Kin. Yen. Kin. Yen. 
| rr 11,303,491 3,853,260 5,747,884 2,474,083 
Be wnwess 11,975,440 4,312,707 5,205,406 2,758,571 
ee 10,605,410 3,936,622 5,495,702 2,323,601 
i 4,770,234 1,731,073 6,304,094 2,761,787 
| ee 12,763,164 5,692,304 5,973,324 2,893,574 
Be weoas 11,500,000 5,700,000 5,000,000 2.500.000 

(estimate) 


The aggregate capitalisation of the new companies, most 
of which have been established within the past two years, is 
ven 159,000,000. Capitalisations below yen 1,000,000 are not 
included . In addition to the above the well-known Bank ot 
Taiwan, Ltd., increased its capital in October, 1919, from 
yen 30.000,000 to yen 60,000,000, and the Niitaka Sugar 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., increased its capital from yen 
5,000,000 to yen 10,000,000. It is probable that the total 
new capitalisation during the past two years in Formosa is 
not far short of yen 250,000,000. | 


—_— — 
<< 
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Finance and Banking 





JAPAN. 





CAPITAL INVESTMENTS, JANUARY-MAY. 
Capital invested in Japanese banking and other forms ot 
business during the first five months of the present yeal 
aggregated 2,159,/40,00U0 yen In round figures. For the 
various lines of businesses for the period and for the same 
period in the four preceding years, the figures, on a million 
yen basis, show :— ; | 
1920. 1919. 1918. 1917. 19T6. 


RR cc ainensiersissns: 201 9 © 29 39 * 
Trust and Monetary ....... 10V — _ ne 
Warehousing _.......... 265 ' se _ 
Insurance........... 1] (5 - _ 
ee nciecun ee 62 10s 52 22 
eer ... 199 1) — - 

Shipping and Railways.... 100 54 88 53 lv 
Manufacturing _............ 679 183 193 220 (8 
SET sesenaencasvcessdegses 9 4 3 l ia 
Agriculture ....... ... 4 8 13 2 — 
Commercial ................ _§28 123 219 63 li 


The figures for shipping and railway concerns In 1919 and 
1920 comprise 105,000,000 yen for railroads and 27, 100 ,OO0 
yen for shipping, while 18,000,000 yen is for transportation, 
that is, business other than railways and shipping interests. 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. 
Manufacturing industries for 1920 and 1919 are classified 
as follows :— 


Jan.-May Jan.-May. 


1920. 1919. 
TTT ere 109 10 
DEE ciccwadandansvecceesinneees ‘a 3] 
NE - cccnniacuiniienaneascnieds 97 37 
Mechanical engineering ....... 86 20 
EL & nnnedavdisensnwnss gene 4 3 
SED. swasucdnconscessvesosonsenses 36 24 
EE ccctchamnpedinnekinwns 32 12 
Provision manufacturiecs ...... 97 43 
EE scamuncdackiseceuiuen 135 — 


The total registered capital of all banks and corporations 
in Japan at the end of last May was recorded as totalling 
12,266,950,000 yen, as compared with 3,827,960,000 yen at 
the end of 1916. The annual increases since 1916 on a million 
yen basis have been: 


Other enter- 


May 31. Banks. prizes. Total. 
ny <ndisucvidsineneansen 1,877 10,389 12,266 
Sy abies seasknasaobideen 1 680 8,484 10,164 
DD, ..duivadinesanidesmenns | 363 6,287 7,790 
 - ‘ittntininkinuienwaans 1,175 3,992 9,167 
- Skninsivebianncemess 1,002 2,825 3,827 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE STATE. 





DEALINGS IN DINARS RESTRICTED. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 
BELGRADE. 


A further communication was issued by the Ministry of 
Finance on 17th August on the question of credits given to 
foreigners by certain banks for the purchase of goods for 
export, which were prohibited by a Decree of 3rd August 
(see p. 287 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 2nd September). Purchases 
have apparently been made in the Kingdom for which 
certain foreigners have been unable to buy the requisite 
number of dinars or other good currency to cover the goods. 

As explained in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 2nd September, the 
complete control of foreign exchange is exercised by the 
Centrale de Devizes. The latest communication warns mer- 
chants and exporters that they may get dinars for foreign 
money only at the Centrale de Devizes, the National Bank 
of Serbia or its branches, or at some other place under the 
control of the Ministry of Finance. For the money changed 
in this way they will receive a certificate to prove that the 
merchant has insured the money value of the goods for 
export. It is stated that certain other banks may also have 
the right of giving this certificate after securing the neces- 
sary authority from the Ministry. 


—. 
—" 














Commercial Relations and 
Treaties. 


LATVIA—GERMANY. 


TEMPORARY AGREEMENT IN RESPECT 9 
THE RENEWAL OF RELATIONS. 

The Peace ‘lreaty between Latvia and Germany ya, 
signed on 15th July last, and an English translation oj the 
text is given below :— 

The nepublic of Latvia and the German Siate, directe 
by the desire to renew with each other the condition y 
vormal relations, have decided, tor this purpose, to en. 
clude a temporary agreement. Accordingly, the representa, 
tives of botn sides met in Berlin, and after exchanging jj 
the proper and seemly manner their respective mandates 
have come to mutual agreement on the following points:— 

(1) Latvia and Germany renew relations with each othe 
by sending their representatives with full power g 
attorney. 

(2) Germany declares herself wiliing and ready to recog. 
nise Latvia de jure as well, as soon as one of the specific 
allied powers mentioned in the Versailles Peace Treaty ha 
expressed such recognition. ; 

(3) Mach contracting party is bound not to support any 
undertikings nor to allow such on their territory, if sy 
schemes are directed against the acknowledged Goyer. 
ment of the other party. In particular, neither side wij 
allow military forces or their organisation on their territory 
or to pass through their territory, if such forces are hostik 
tu the other State. 

(4) The nationals ot each side, on the territory of the 
other side, will, in respect of the lawful and the legal pro. 
tection of their person, their property and of their belong. 
ings, as well as in respect of taxation, not be treated wory 
than the nationals ot the most favoured nation. — Boil 
parties also guarantee each other the rights of the mos 
favoured nation in regard to mutual trade connections, jp. 
dustrial enterprises and shipping. 

Both sides will immediately repeal all exceptional 
measures directed against the nationals of the other side 
in view of their nationality. 

(5) Both Governments will proceed to estimate their 
demands or claims, one from the other, and will, for this 
purpose, establish a special Commission. Thereby Germany 
underiakes to restore to Latvia, according to the decision 
of this Commission, all damages done on Lettish territory 
by German troops or by troops standing under Germar 
command. 

The Commission has in particular to decide upon the 
periods for which compensation in respect of damages done 
by German troops or troops under German command is due. 
as well as the extent of such damage. 

further, that Commission has also to decide upon thi 
value of refunds to be made to Latvia for public structure 
built on Lettish territory with German capital. 

All claims must be excluded from these Commissions 
discussions, for which compensation has already been made, 
or in respect of which mutual agreement has already bees 
arrived at by both sides. 

(6) The German Government, which still repudiates all 
responsibility for the Berimondt affair, is on her side agree- 
able that the war material and the army stores of the 
Bermondt troops should be utilised for covering the damages 
done by these troops, and will assist the Latvian Gover- 
ment to get hold of this material and army stores, as far 
as possible. , 

(7) The German Government will do all in their power 
to secure for Latvia a goods credit, according to conditions 
to be fixed by a special Commission. 

(8) Latvia agrees that goods coming from Germany 
through Latvia, or coming from other countries in transit 
through Latvia to Germany will not be subject to any 
special hindrances or special taxes. The details of the 
transit traffic will be regulated by a special commission. 

(9) The regulation of other economic, financial and com 
municationat questions will likewise be settled by special 
Commissions. 

(10) The special Commissions mentioned above are (ol 
posed of an equal number of representatives of both sides 

The negotiations of the Commission mentioned in pat. 
5 will take place in Riga, whereas the activity of the othet 
commissions, according to necessity, will be either in Riga 
or in Berlin. , 

(11) The preliminary agreement must be ratified with all 
possible speed, and ‘comes into force by means of the 
exchange of the ratification notes, ; 

By virtue of which the representatives have signed this 
contract personally. 
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Shipping. 


nae 
CANADA. 
MONTREAL PORT DEVELOPMENTS 








{ccording to the Annual Report for the year 1919 of the 
Harbour Commissioners of Montreal, receipts on revenue 
a decrease of 113,597 dols. 


ount totalled 1,980,094 dols., . 3 
as compared with 1918. 1T he cost of operation, maintenance, 
‘nterest, etc., Was 2,114,555 dols., an increase over the 
previous year of 88,013 dols., leaving a deficit to the debit 
of revenue for the year of 123,961 dols. The 
interest charges, which amounted to 911,320 dols., show 
an increase ol 7.734 dols. on new loans, due to the continued 
carrying out of works of Improvement. | 

There was received from the Dominion Government on 
loan 670,000 dols, on account of capital expenditure for 
vorks of improvement, on which the Government have raised 
the rate of interest from 3) per cent. to 5 per cent. 
The disbursements on capital account, in 1919, 
|.176,286 dols., distributed as follows : — 


a 


account 


were 


Dols. 


Wharves, piers and basins 477 694-56 


eevee e eee eeereee 


i SE incadiinneKisnseadernandag 320,306: 36 
Cold storage warehouse —..............066. 182,258: 11 
Power house and railways .............06 143,028°70 
Dredging channels —............seeeeeeeee eens 33,152-54 


New engine house, real estate, ete. ...... 19,846-°03 

The debenture debt of the Corporation on 3lst December, 
1919, was 27,892,000 dols.. of which 27,155,000 dols. is due 
to the Government and 737,000 dols. to the public. 

ExrENDITURE ON Harbour IMPROVEMENTS. 

The amount authorised by the Government for harbour 
jmprovements in 1919 was 1,750,000 dols. Substantial pro- 
gress was made in several urgent construction items, and 
the Commissioners were able to comply with the desire of 
the Government by completing the year with an expenditure 
on capital account well within the amount authorised. 


TRADE OF THE PorT. 


In the Report of the Montreal Board of Trade the table 
of the trade of the port of Montreal gives the following 
figures:— —~ | 
Value of Merchandise. 


Exported. Imported. Total. 

Years. Dols. Dols. Dols. 

aaa . 852,648,960 212,254,348 564,903,308 
EE bas dinianecens 388,091,717 178,021,111 566,112,828 
ET Sckdeenieeenon 534,876,677 214,885,029 749,761,706 
BG .........-.-6. JB2,741,463 194,924,348 577,665,811 
i diiinnissnes 155,685 ,953 115,919,977 271,605,930 
ae 119,478,589 140,591,068 260,069,657 
etnabe panies 99,398,102 154,485,087 253,883,189 
ieee 87,679,422 148,977,605 236,657 ,027 
See 71,254,446 129,811,810 201,066,256 
BE > dliitixeeresen 71,642,648 114,473,845 186,116,493 


VESSELS ARRIVING IN THE Port. 

During 1919, 786 sea-going vessels arrived in port with a 
wmnage of 2,179,280 against 674 vessels with 
1,933,482 tons in 1918. 

Although the number of sea-going vessels arriving in port 
during 1919 does not constitute a record, the number of 
trans-Atlantic vessels, viz., 702, is the greatest in the history 
of the harbour, the balance, viz., 84, being vessels from the 
maritime provinces. 

FUTURE OF THE Port. 

Montreal is the second port of the American Continent 
and the seventh in the world as regards the value of foreign 
commerce passing through it. The harbour now extends from 
Verdun to Bout de l’Ile, including both sides of the River 
St. Lawrence, for a distance of about 17 miles, and its 
future development must necessarily extend up and down 
the river, to include radial railway facilities and industrial 
docks at all points. 

The 35ft. channel now being dredged by the Government 
between Montreal and the sea is well under way and it is 
expected will be available for ships in a few years. The 
Harbour Commissioners have already provided several berths 
for vessels of this draft. 

The channel, having a width of from 450 to 750 feet, well 
watked by range lights and lighted kuoys, will provide a 
toute safe and facile for vessels up to 20,000 tons. 

Wharf construction, completely suspended dwiing the last 
‘wo years of the war, was resumed, and the scheme of 
tarbour improvements inaugurated in 1910 was continued. 


tons, as 














SHIPPING—continued. 





HONGKONG. 


SHIPPING IN 1919. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation, 
Peking.) 





HONGKONG. 
The total ot the shipping entering and clearing the port 
of Hongkong during 1919 amounted to 649,168 vessels of 
36,615,169 tons, which, compared with the figures for 1918, 
shows an increase of 69,627 vessels, with an increase of 
6,096,980 tons. Of the above, 41,985 vessels of 21,072,129 
tons were engaged in foreign trade, as compared with 43,436 
vessels of 16,955,332 tons in 1918, and were distributed as 
follows :— 
D138. 1919. 
Tonnage. Tonnage. 
percent. per cent. 


LYLY. 
Numbers. 
cent. 


LOLS. 
Numbers. 
percent. per 

5°6 ( 


British Ocean-going Ships es 5 9°2 21°4 32°4 
Foreign - - 9°8 12°6 36° 1 fF 36°2 
British River Steamers ~- 13°93 13°2 20°3 — «154 
Foreign ia 7 - 3°5 3°8 3°6 og 
Steam Launches (under 60 tons) 3°58 i°9 a | = O'8 
Vrading Junks .. ine .. &4°O 49°3 17°5 12°3 

100° 0 100° 0 100° 0O 100°O 


(The movements of fishing junks are not included in this 
table.) 

Of vessels of European consiruction, 4,571 ocean steamers, 
4 sailing ships, 3,550 river steamers, and 2,509 steamships 
not exceeding €0 tons, entered during the year, giving a daily 
average of 29:1 ships, as compared with 27-3 in 1918, and 
29°9 in 1917. 

The average tonnage of individual ocean vessels entering 
the port has increased from 1,459-2 tons to 1,583-1 tons. 
That of British ships has increased from 1,482-6 tons to 
1,472°6 tons, while that of foreign ships has also increased 
from 1,445°7 tons to 1,449-2 tons. 

The average tonnage of individual river steamers entering 
during the year has decreased from 484-7 tons to 448-8 tons. 
That of British river steamers has increased from 511-6 tons 
to 529°8 tons, and that of foreign river steamers has 
decreased from 439-9 tons to 336-6 tons. 

A comparison between the years 1918 and 1919 is given in 
the following table: — 


LOTS, L919, 
Number. Tonnage 8 Number. 


Class of Vessels, 
Tonnage. 


British Ocean-going ? 444 3,627,576 = 3.865 6.842.024 
Foreign ie os 4,234 6,117,893 5.27 7,625,823 
British River Steamers 5,807 3,444,445 5.502 3.253.781 
Foreign ‘ - ‘a 1510 612,314 1,599 591,679 
Steamships under 60 tons forcign 

+ Trade) ci el re mn 6,002 180,738 5,035 161,689 
Junks, Foreign Trade .. 23,439 2,972,366 20,710 2,597,135 


Total Foreign Trade 43,436 16,955,332 41,985 21,072,129 





BELGIUM. 


OF RIVER AND CANAL CRALT TO 
FOREIGNERS PROHIBITED. 

By a Law of 18th August, the Belgian Government has 
forbidden the sale of any Belgian river or canal craft of 
whatever character to foreigners, or foreign companies 
except under the previous authorisation of the Government. 

This Law is to remain in force for three years from 25th 
July, 1920. 





SALE 





PORTUGAL (Goa). 


IMPROVEMENT TRUST AT MORMUGAO. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





GOA. 


An Improvement Trust has been formed at the Port of 
Mormugao, and special rules and regulations have been 
drawn up for the improvement of the port. 

The functions of the Trust will be to superintend and 
execute necessary works, the organising of a commercial 
and industrial centre, and of the Free Zone, sanitary, 
water and lighting supply, etc. 

The Trust is to obtain special funds through various 
receipts from Customs and port charges. British firms 
desiring further information on these charges should apply 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W.1. 
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Railways. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
REPORT ON RAILWAYS AND HARBOURS. 


The total railway mileage owned by South African Railways 
amounts to 9,542 miles, in addition to which 651 miles of 
privately-owned railways and 1,283 miles of line in the 
South-West Protectorate are worked by the Administration. 
All the new lines which have been authorised by Parliament 
have been completed, the last section to be opened for traffic 
being from Kotjeskolk to Zak River in the Cape Province 
on 16th September, 1918. 

The Annual Report of the Railways and Harbours Board 
for 1919 states that in the ten years which have elapsed since 
Union, the mileage of Government-owned lines has increased, 
as the result of new construction, by 2,477 miles, or 386 per 
cent.—a very creditable achievement considering that 
during the war, which occupied the latter half of this period, 
railway construction was practically at a standstill owing to 
the impossibility of obtaining railway material. But only 
in as far as actual construction work is concerned was there 
any evidence of inactivity in this connection on the part of 
the Administration, whose energies throughout the period 
of hostilities have been directed towards investigating and 
carrying out detailed surveys and inspections of proposed 
new railways, in order that no effort might be spared in 
having all the necessary preliminary work in readiness when 
the time arrived for again considering the question of new 
construction. In all, 1,300 miles of new lines of railway 








have been surveyed, and 1,285 miles inspected by the 
railway engineers and other officers since the war 
commenced. 


New ConsTRUCTION PROGRAMME POSTPONED. 


It was the intention, if possible, to submit to Parliament 
this year a comprehensive Railway Construction Programme, 
that is, one that could be extended over a given number of 
years in a pre-arranged order of priority. But, owing to 
the impossibility of getting railway material, such as rails 
and sleepers, this intention had to be abandoned, the feeling 
being that as construction was not possible it would be better 
to defer the drawing up of the final programme, so as to 
enable the Board to avail itself of the latest information 
in arranging the order of priority. 

Before embarking on a programme of the magnitude con- 
templated, many factors will have to be taken into con- 
sideration. The financial aspect must not be lost sight of, 
while the question of obtaining materials is a most difficult 
one. At present the supply of all railway materials is very 
limited, and the price almost prohibitive (see page 274 of 
the ‘‘Journal’’ of 2nd September as to future contracts). To 
afford some idea of current prices, compared with the pre- 
war cost of building 100 miles of developing railways, it 
may be pointed out that in the neighbourhood of £325,000 
additional capital would be required, carrying interest at 
5 per cent., instead of 3} per cent. Since the amount of 
interest chargeable on the capital cost of a developing line 
represents the largest item of expenditure to be met from 
working, the initial cost of material employed in its con- 
struction must be carefully watched to avoid railways being 
built which will be a burden upon the State for all time. 
There is, therefore a price for constructing developing rail- 
ways beyond which the Administration cannot go. 


FinancraL Resutts oF WorkKiNG (RAILWAYS). 


The surplus of earnings over gross working expenditure 
for 1919 amounted to £4,360,773, although the net result, 
after taking into account other miscellaneous receipts and 
charges and interest on capital, was a loss of £160,770. 

The earnings, which, by the way, constitute a record, 
yielded a total of £18,145,598, as against £14,623,898 in 
1918, an increase of £3,521,700, or 24 per cent. The revenue 
derived from passenger and goods traffic was mainly 
responsible for this result, the former increasing by 
£1,069,207, and the latter by £1,551,540. Substantial in- 
creases are also reflected in the earnings from the conveyance 
of coal and livestock, viz., £510,427 and £214,290 
respectively. 

In 1918 the total working expenditure of the railways, 
excluding interest, depreciation, relaying and strengthening, 
was £9,840,032, a figure not previously exceeded; but in 
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RAILWAYS—continued. 





1919 it amounted to £12,097,174, an increase of £2,257,149 
or 22-9 per cent. This increased expenditure can only iy , 
minor degree be ascribed to the increased volume of traffc 
handled. 

FinancraL Resutts oF WorKING (Harsovurs). 

The gross profit from working the harbours during the yea, 
amounted to £428,061, the total earnings being £963,766, anq 
the expenditure £535,705, which amount includes depregia. 
tion, but excludes interest charges. From the statemen; 
showing the earnings and expenditure for harbours during 
1919, as compared with the previous year, it will be noteg 
that whereas revenue has increased by £16,586, or 1:7 pe 
cent., ordinary working expenditure has increased by 
£53,120, or 13-4 per cent. While this result is, to a certajy 
extent, due to vessels having called at the ports in greater 
numbers than during the war period, the main causes are 
the introduction of the eight-hour day, the increased ¢og 
of materials, and the improved conditions of pay and war 
bonuses to the staff. 

INCREASE IN RaTES AND FARES. 

The adverse financial position of the railways made it 
necessary to further increase rates and fares during the 
year. At the end of August, despite the fact that the 
revenue exceeded the estimate, there was a loss which, added 
to the deficit of £950,000 from the previous year, made the 
total deficiency £1,200,000. There was no other course open, 
therefore, but the one above indicated, which the 
Administration was reluctantly compelled to take, 

The increases which affected passenger fares to the extent 
of 10 per cent. represented a rise of from 10 to 25 per cent. 
in the percentage surcharge on parcels, livestock, and goods 
traffic, were brought into operation on 4th November. 

Since writing the above the financial position of the rail- 
ways has rendered necessary a further advance in the tariffs, 
and this came into operation on 22nd April last. 


New Ro.uine STooK. 


The improvement anticipated in the Board’s last report 
in regard to the rolling stock position has not materialised, 
notwithstanding the new stock placed in traffic. The effects 
of the long-continued strain on rolling stock generally, and 
particularly on engines during the war, when relief was in- 
possible, are now being seriously felt. Certain advantage 
has been derived as the result of the new stock delivered 
during the year, but the full benefit will not be felt until 
the quantity of stock out of service undergoing or awaiting 
repairs, which is considerable, has been reduced. The 
transport resources of the Administration are thus being 
taxed to the utmost and its earning capacity largely 
restricted thereby. 

The following statement shows the total number of loco- 
motives, coaching, and wagon stock, authorised, on order 
or under construction on 3lst December, 1919 :— 


Number. Estimated Cost. 
£ 
Locomotives _...............05- 150 1,961,300 
Coaching stock .............. 374 1,999,413 
Wagon and van stock... 3.657 2 423,960 


6,384,673 


The stock placed in service during the year under review 
being : — 


Number. Estimated Cost. 





£ 
Locomotives —..............00:. 66 825,789 
i i cata 14 15,722 
Coaching stock .............. 48 155,242 
Wagon and van stock .... 358 280,626 
1 277 ,379 





SLEEPER SUPPLIES. 


Considerable difficulty continues .to be experienced In 
obtaining sleepers in sufficient quantities to meet mall 
tenance requirements, notwithstanding the fact that the 
shipping position has been somewhat relieved by the acqulsl- 
tion by the Government of three prize vessels which have 
been employed in the conveyance of sleepers from Australia. 

During 1919 the Board authorised the purchase of 1,596,814 
sleepers at various prices to the total value of £424,180, but 
only 22,813 of these were delivered in January last. 

Arrangements, however, are being made which, it is hoped, 
will give a supply sufficient to ease the position as far as 
day-to-day requirements are concerned. 


—————— 
——_—— 
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Minerals and Metals. 


dl 


CANADA. 


pRODUCTION OF IRON AND STEEL IN 1919. 
Revised Statistics and comparison with 1918, Division of 
\ineral Resources and Statistics, Department of Mines, 








Ottawa :— 
Short tons. Short tons. 
1918. 1919. 
iron ore. Shipments. 

Hematite EEC he TR eT eee 485 125 
Magnetite ......-.seeeeeeeeseeeeeseeeeeeees 39,396 7,083 
eee giMePite  .....0:.ecesscenieseos. 170,827 189,962 
Bog DE  ccadsndbbbcemisnnsesveseesedierudades 900 — 
Total shipments —.................000. 211,608 197,170 
SE GU savnsasvorsssesssosesesse 118,472 5,883 
Imports (Customs record) ......... 2,200,838 1,783,098 

Charged to blast furnaces, Cana- 
I ius bheaneheummaaibaeasenniian 96,745 78,391 

Charged to blast furnaces, im- 
ported OFC .....seseeseesveeeseeeeeeeess 2,146,995 1,674,194 
Charged to steel furnaces .......... 48 599 32,409 


Shipment from Wabana, New- 





tial a ies 848 574 499 972 
Piz Iron (Blast furnace) : 
GREER are 415,870 285,087 
ai let caealinmadeiico erin 684,642 747 650 
Pig Iron (Electric furnace) ............ 32,031 7,701 
Pig Iron production by grades: . 
BN ickniainnirhinenneninalnnnackersesss 966,409 580,426 
SE | cd ciaiieeediardsbhensanintiwinnes 47,446 15,338 
Foundry and malleable ............... 178,099 322,017 
i CPOE: ssannssesdcrerenessess 1,195,551 917,781 
SS 8. 8. Bree 2,130 63,605 
Exports of terro-alloys............... 23,781 22,449 
Imports Of pig 1TON  .........ccceceeree 67,396 35,800 
Imports of ferro-alloys.............:. 35,284 16,222 
Steel : 
Production of ingots and castings 1,873,708 1,080,342 
Production of ingots by classes: 
EE aniuninyncnhenaisannndinen 1,684,317 983,236 
CD, oo. pacwciauspndmneaiedens 115,615 8,741 
REN csi duindinaraneamenysndinnes 239 1,062 
Direct castings by classes: 
EE diccadecatuasannsusnneddine 62,017 24 ,259 
iid Ril i iain ies 3,515 6,761 
DL, iscisttetianinadmesnesin 8,005 - 6,283 
Imports of steel ingots, billets and 
blooms from U.S. (U.S. Customs 
DEED, cieeinadeiabeiuiidckuimnentinbines 277,012 11,452 
Production of steel rails ............. 162,747 316,304 
Production of wire rods .............. 154,789 153,723 
Imports of wire rods ............. ‘i 42,838 34,903 
Imports of tin plate ............ 0.0.4. 72,844 43,407 
Dols. Dols. 
Value of total exports of iron and 
RE i dd 61,772,618 84,058,924 


Value of total imports of iron and 
steel goods 


178,340,779 181,332,310 


eee eree eee eeeeaeaaeereeeereneweneee 





FIG IRON PRODUCTION, JANUARY-JUNE. 

The total production of pig-iron in Canada during the first 
half of 1920, according to statistics collected by the Mines 
Branch of the Department of Mines, Ottawa, was 502,667 
short tons (499,891 tons made in blast furnaces, and 2,796 
tons made in electric furnaces), as compared with a produc- 
tion of 524.977 tons during the first half of 1919, and 392,804 
tons during the second half of 1919. The average monthly 
production of pig-iron during the first half of 1920 was 83,778 
tons, as compared with an average monthly production 
throughout 1919 of 76,482 tons. | 

The blast furnace plants active during the first half of the 
year were those of the Dominion Iron and Steel Co., Ltd.. at 
Sydney ; the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Co., Ltd., at North 
ey, N.S.; the Algoma Steel Corporation at Sault Ste. 
Harie, Ont.; the Canadian Furnace Co.. Port Colborne. 
ag and the Steel Company of Canada, Ltd., at Hamilton, 

The blast furnace plants at Midland, Parry Sound, and 
Deseronto, Ont., were idle throughout the period. 
| Pig-iron was made from scrap iron and steel in two plants, 
the Shawinigan Foundries. Ltd., Shawinigan Falls, Oue., 
and the Hull Tron and Steel Foundries, Ltd., Hull, Que. 








MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





The monthly production of pig iron in short tons since 
1916 has been as follows : — 


1916, 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920* 
January ...... — 89,187 74,239 103,963 81,494 
February ...... a= 83,801 78,507 86,840 70,864 
ere - 103,789 96,848 91,286 77,155 
MED. <edinnces — 100,564 104,331 93,359 86,303 
eee -- 108,891 104,867 838,059 97,593 
ee —-- 99,998 103,037 66,470 89,258 
July veeecseeee 92,012 93,499 109,723 60,927 wt 
August ....... 87,864 100,727 96,164 67,404 —- 
September 102,744 100,690 95,102 56,806 — 
October ....... 113,608 103,277 106,962 56,049 _- 
November 104,486 97,905 106,585 73,092 — 
December 106,496 87,152 119,186 78,526 — 





1,169,257 1,170,480 1,195,551 917,781 — 





Average monthly 97,488 97,540 99,629 76,482 83,778 


*Subject to revision. 





SWiTZERLAND. 





COAL IMPORTS. 
(rom the Acting Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BERNE. 
The imports of coal into Switzerland during July were as 
follows: — 





From Tons. 

Sh SN IN os csipinnannnuewmneaincwes 31,816 
I Ns icciintnienioniaienis 38,674 
The Rhine district (Briquette Union)... 8,180 
TT | :ccsoxgu can dnadeseeebndinemennabnniite 7,601 
NORD Ea ny ern Ee en aime 7,235 
SEE” «sh nskaenracnctapeniciupeneerssdennanness 71,233 
akc ale 202,086 
I i sipdpiiteeanaeeh teadibctauadmeas 366,825 


It will be noticed that the coal imports from the United 
States are steadily increasing, and have now reached the 
highest figure attained within the last twelve months. In 
July, 1919, the coal imports from Great Britain and from 
America amounted to 25,936 tons and 24,857 tons respec- 
tively. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR GERMAN COAL. 

The German-Swiss negotiations, for the delivery of Ger- 
man coal, which had been broken off in December and 
resumed again during July, were brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion on 9th July. The Agreement in question is to 
be of six months’ duration, and guarantees the delivery 
per month of from 15 to 20,000 tons of coal and coke from 
the Ruhr district, in addition to some 15,000 tons of 
briquettes. Switzerland’s supply of coal for domestic uses 
has therefore been assured for the coming winter. 

It would appear that the agreement which has just been 
drawn up between Switzerland and Germany is based on 
contracts concluded between the German contractors and 
the Swiss Coal Co-operative Society; the prices and condi- 
tions agreed to at the official negotiations were those already 
stipulated by these two bodies. This manner of procedure 
had also been adopted at the time the last convention was 
signed. 


The prices have been fixed as follows :— 


Frs. 

Rough coal at the pit’s mouth for general use 140 
Coal for gas manufacture _...........cccccecccccccees 160 
sipangheaeniavansonwele 105 


Briquettes made of lignite 


With regard to the prices for coke, it has been decided 
that these should be graduated. For the first instalment of 
one-third of the amount to be delivered within the dura- 
tion of the present agreement, i.e., before 15th January, 
1921, the price has been fixed at 168 frs. per ton; for the 
second instalment of one-third of the amount, it is 184 frs. ; 
and for the third instalment of one-third of the amount it 
is 200 frs. This last figure has also been fixed for any 
surplus coal, which may eventually be delivered. All these 
prices are per ton, free on truck at the pit’s mouth. They 
are to be increased by 30 frs. carriage paid to the Swiss 
frontier, in view of the cost of transport from the mines to 
Bale or to any other Swiss frontier town. 

A proviso has been introduced into the agreement specify- 
ing that at least half of the monthly consignment of 15 
to 20,000 tons to be received from the Ruhr district shall 
consist of coke. 
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Textiles. 
EGYPT. 


COTTON CONTRACT FORMS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Agent.) 


In the Supplement to the ‘ Journal Official ’’ No. 55, of 
24th June, an ‘‘Arrété’? was published substituting for 
the present Cotton Contract Form two new Forms. 

Previously only one Cotton Contract Form (Sakellaridis) 
was in use for all descriptions of cotton against which de- 
liveries could be made of Upper Egypt, Achmouni or Sakel- 
laridis cotton. The result of this was uncertainty as to 
what kind of cotton would be delivered and the consequent 
depreciation of the value of the Contract as ‘‘ cover.”’ 

In order to allow greater elasticity, and to facilitate 
‘‘ cover,” the Alexandria Cotton Association approached the 
Egyptian Government to allow two forms of contract with 
grades ‘‘ Fully Fair,’’ ‘‘ Good,’’ ‘‘ Fully Good Fair,’’ ‘‘ Good 
Fair,’’ so as to include all grades of cotton. 

By the above-mentioned Arrété these two forms have been 
approved, but for some unknown reason the inclusion ot 
the grade ‘‘ Fully Fair ” has not been approved. 

The Contract, Forms are: - 

l. sia Sakellaridis,”’ for Sakellaridis cotton only. (To 
come into force for deliveries after Ist January, 
1921.) 

2. ** Achmouni,”’ for al] other kinds of cotton. 
in foree for deliveries.) 

Both Contract Forms are on the basis of ‘“ Fully Good 
Fair.”’ 

These two Contract Forms will be a protection to the 
small dealer, but will not affect the large firms. 





NEW 


(Now 





JAPAN. 

LIQUIDATION OF FUTURES IN THE OSAKA 
COTTON YARN AND PIECE-GOODS 
MARKET. 

(From the Acting British Vice-Consul.) 





OSAKA. 

[t is now possible to give an outline of the arrangements 
made by the cotton-yarn and piece-goods merchants (as a 
result of the decision of the Japan Cotton Spinners’ Associa- 
tion to curtail the operation of cheir machinery), to liquidate 
forward contracts in these articles, and of the negotiations 
leading up to them (see the ‘“‘Journal’’ of 5th August and 
24th June). 

The conflicting interests of the various groups which 
subscribe to the arrangements, the amount of money re- 
quired to finance them, and, in the case of piece-goods, the 
variety of the tissues concerned, have placed great difficulties 
in the way of solution, while in order to protect customers 
in India, and possibly in China also, who would be affected 
by dumping of this kind, a syndicate has to be formed in 
each place to handle the yarn and cloth and dispose of them 
at prices not below a certain minimum. There were also 
reports of an organised boycott in China against these 
goods. In Osaka one or two of the weaker members of the 
associated banks felt doubtful of their ability to bear their 
share of the burden. The negotiations have actually 
extended from April to July of the current vear. 

The matter was of the highest importance to business and 
financial circles in Osaka, since the spinning and weaving 
industries are of great local importance, and until some way 
was found of relieving the almost hopeless state of stagna- 
tion in these lines, resulting from unrestrained speculative 
trading, general recovery from the panic which overtook 
the country in the spring could not be expected. There was, 
moreover, a danger that, unless measures were taken to 
restore equilibrium, not only would many houses of slender 
resources fall, but even the largest might be involved in a 
general catastrophe. 

As stated below, the negotiations have still another stage 
t> pass, as arrangements have vet. to be made in regard to 
the acceptance of goods contracted for by merchants with 
the spinning mills. The liquidation between traders has not 
vet been put into execution. so that its effects can onlv he 
surmised, though it goes without savine that there will be 
considerable losses all round. Nor is it by any means certain 
that all the groups, and their individual members, will live 
up to their undertakings. It is understood that there is 
now scarcely anv danger of any of the firms of the highest 
standing becoming insolvent, thoush some of the smaller 
ones mav find themselves in difficulties as their promissory 
notes fall due. As to the Japanese dealers outside the ring, 
they have to take their chance. 
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It has been mentioned in the “Osaka Mainichi’ thy, 
the spinners are resigned to the loss of at least fifty per 
cent. of the margin between the liquidation prices fixed }y 
the traders and the prices at which their contracts were 
made, The same paper appears to consider that a furthe 
curtailment of output to about fifty per cent. is probabj 
sooner or later. 

History OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

The financial panic which overtook Japan in March lag 
revealed extensive over-trading in cotton yarn and pie 
goods. For a considerable time it had been a common ey 
that there was a world shortage of these commodities, ay) 
Japanese spinners had resorted to every conceivable gy. 
pedient to obtain new or secondhand spindles trom abroad 
The slump, however, showed that there were very lary 
stocks of both yarn and cloth, and the sudden cessation ¢ 
demand rendered the disposal of them a difficult matty 
while it was impossible to allow the market to continue y 
fall unchecked if widespread bankruptcies were to be avoided 
The weaving industry was one of the first to shut dow, 
which added to the congestion of yarn. In April the Yan 
and Piece-Goods Merchants’ Association took the matter y 
with the spinning companies, and eventually the spinnex 
agreed on a substantial reduction of output. 

The effect of the first concession by the spinners—ip 
return for the acceptance of April deliveries—was, 
expected, short-lived, and helped to bring the merchants tp 
realise that some sacrifice on their part was essential. Qp 
12th and 14th May respectively meetings of the Piece-Good 
Merchants’ Association, and of the Cotton Yarn Merchants’ 
Association were held, and the question of arranging a 
general liquidation of all forward contracts from May on. 
wards was discussed. However, the contracts extended for 
over a vear ahead, and the difference between the contract 
and current prices was so great that for the time being the 
efforts of the merchants were restricted to finding a means of 
settling May and June deliveries. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR LIQUIDATION oF Forwarp Contracts. 


The usual method which has been adopted by merchants in 
a number of lines of business since the recent panic has been 
to form a syndicate among themselves which acts as a general 
clearing agent. Such a body is in a better position to obtain 
funds from the banks on the joint security of its members 
than the latter in their individual capacities, but the 
difference in standing, and the divergence of interests (as, 
for instance, between those who have sold short and those 
who have made forward contracts for purchase), of the 
various members place great difficulties in the way of 
organising an inclusive and representative body of this 
description. 

The plan adopted by the yarn and piece-goods merchants 
was to liquidate May and June deliveries on the basis of a 
fixed price, and to form an export association which should 
take up surplus supplies, and ship them abroad, also at fixed 
prices, while arrangements were to be made through the 
Government authorities for the advance of funds by the 
Exchange Banks. By this means it was hoped to assist in 
the restoration of normal relations between supply and 
demand. It was originally intended to include in this 
syndicate all parties concerned, viz., both merchants and 
exporters of yarn and piece-goods, and the spinners, but 
eventually it was decided first to form a syndicate among 
members of the Osaka Cotton Yarn Merchants’ Association. 

True Cotton-Yarn Export ASSOcIATION. 

A check was received when the Bank of Japan refused to 
finance the syndicate on the grounds that the liquidation of 
May and June contracts was insufficient, and that the 
danger lay rather in arranging for those due in July and 
subsequent months, Thereupon the promoters turned theit 
attention towards strengthening the organisation by the 
inclusion of the spinners. The latter, however, declined 1 
join the syndicate on the ground that the Articles of Associa- 
tion of their Union did not allow them as a body to assume 
responsibility for losses incurred by another association. 
They agreed, however, to undertake half the losses incurred 
hy the syndicate under the name of ‘‘Fund fer Encourage 
ment of Export.”’ 

The principal terms of the contract 
syndicate was formed during the last week in May under 
the name of ‘‘The Cotton Yarn Export Association,” were 
as follows :— : 

“The object of the Association shall be to encourage the 
export of cotton yarn and to stabilise the cotton yarn 
market. 

“The Association shall be composed of all the members 
of the Osaka Cotton Yarn Merchants’ Association, and of 
such members of the Osaka Cotton Yarn Export Merchants’ 

eS ; ‘A? 
Association as are interested, the former to be called A 
class, and the latter ‘B’ class, members. 


under which the 
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“The duration of the Association to be until lst 
December, 1920, but the period may be either curtailed or 
prolonged. | | _ 

“The principal business of the Association shall be the 
following : — 

“(a) To buy up from the person who should take 

“delivery the balance not taken over of cotton yarn 

contracted for delivery in May and June, 1920, at 

Kobe or Osaka, between members of the Associa- 

tion and members of the Japan Cotton Spinners’ 

Association, and to export it abroad. Provided 
that, if convenient, it may be sold in Japan.”’ 


“(b) To devise suitable methods of financing the pay- 
ment of the cost of the goods bought over as 
mentioned under (a). 

“If the whole or a part of the Osaka Piece-Goods 
Merchants’ Association form an association with objects in 
regard to cotton cloth similar to those of this Association, 
the executive officers of this Association shall, if considered 
necessary, undertake the duty of guaranteeing jointly to 
the banks the financial obligations of that Association. 

“Jn the event of the syndicate incurring loss, one-half shall 
be defrayed from the indemnity given by the Cotton Spin- 
ners’ Association; of the remainder four-fifths shall be 
borne by ‘A’ class members, and one-fifth by ‘B’ class mem- 
hers, and paid in to the Association.’’ 

STANDPOINT OF COTTON SPINNERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The reply of the Cotton Spinners’ Association to this con- 
tract was as follows: — ' 

1. If the Cotton-Yarn Export Association now in course 
of arrangement Is established, the members of this Associa- 
tion will conclude a contract with the members of that 
Association in the sense of the following :— 

(a) The Cotton-Yarn Export Association shall take 
delivery without delay of cotton yarn contracted 
for May and June, 1920, delivery at Osaka and 
Kobe, between members of the Association and 
members of this Association. 

(b) As to the loss arising from the disposal of May and 
June deliveries of yarn bought up by the Cotton 
Yarn Export Association, the members of this 
Association will indemnify the Association for the 
equivalent of one-half in the sense of the en- 
couragement of export; as regards the remaining 
half, only in the case that the whole of the 
members of ‘‘A’’ or ‘“‘B” classes of the Association 
have become unable to pay the sum they have 
undertaken, the members of this Association will 
defray only the amount which they are unable to 
pay. 

2. Of this sum to be paid by the Association, half shall 
ba contributed by the members in proportion to the numbers 
of their spindles, and the remainder in proportion to the 
value of the yarn bought up from each company by the 
Association, 

3. In the event of a similar export association for piece- 
goods being formed, it shall be left to the Committee of the 
Association to decide upon the payment of an indemnity 
and the distribution of loss on the lines of the two preceding 
clauses, 

4. In the event of the Tokio and Nagoya varn and/or 
piece-goods merchants forming syndicates on similar lines, 
the same powers to decide upon indemnities, etc., are en- 
trusted to the Committee of the Association. 


FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


As regards the financing of the operations of the syndicate, 
it was proposed to obtain about thirty million yen from the 
Exchange Banks to finance the export of half the 
accumulated stocks on the Osaka market, and to apply to the 
seven associated Osaka banks for the same amount to finance 
the remaining half for domestic consumption. Arrangements 
tor the advance of these sums were approaching completion 
when the banks stipulated for the joint guarantee of the 
spinning companies, over and above that of the merchants 
composing the syndicate. The spinning companies refused 
to agree, and threatened to withdraw their deposits and 
tnance the syndicate themselves if the banks insisted on this 
condition. By the end of the month a compromise had been 
arranged between the Exchange Banks and the Spinners 
under which the former were given a written declaration 
of that part of the spinners’ contract with the Yarn Export 
Association, which dealt with their responsibility for the 
‘rndicate’s losses. The funds required were to be obtained 
from the Bank of Janan by the Exchange Banks, on their 
“wn responsibility, and advanced to the syndicate. No limit 
was placed on the amount. which was expected to be about 
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orty million yen on the basis of an output of export yarn, 
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and cloth woven by the spinning companies, of 70,000 bales 
for May and June inclusive. 

The financing of the operations of the syndicate for dis- 
posing of yarn at home preved more difficult of arrangement. 
The Bank of Japan refused to give any help in the matter 
on the ground that to supply funds for this purpose would 
only revive speculation in yarn, and send prices up again, 
while to assist in respect of this particular commodity would 
entail an equal obligation towards other lines of merchan- 
dise, the traders in many of which were clamouring for 
funds. The spinners declined to give the associated banks 
a declaration similar to that handed the Exchange Banks, 
and it was not until about 20th June that an agreement 
was reached on the following terms :— 

Term, six months; interest, three sen per one hundred 
yen daily; limit for May and June deliveries, thirty million 
yen. 

No facilities were given by the Bank of Japan. It was 
considered that half the maximum amount would be 
sufficient. 


ADHESION oF ToKIto CoTToN-YARN MERCHANTS. 


The question of the adhesion of the Tokio cotton-yarn 
merchants of the Osaka syndicate took a long time to settle, 
and it was eventually decided, on account of differences in 
the liquidation prices and in business conditions, to form a 
separate syndicate for Tokio. This body was eventually 
established on lines similar to those of the Osaka organisa- 
tion, and similar arfangements were made as to financing 
it by the Tokio banks, while the Spinners’ Asscciation 
agreed to bear a similar share of its losses, Its operations 
were restricted to May and June deliveries, but the places 
of delivery included Osaka and Kobe, as well as Tokio and 
Yokohama. The limit of advances was fixed at five million 
yen, to be redeemed by the end of the year, and a Yarn 
Export Association was formed on the same principles as 
those adopted at Osaka. 

Pirece-Goops MERCHANTS AND GENERAL LIQUIDATION. 

The piece-goods merchants had meanwhile been consulting 
together with the object of arranging a general liquidation, 
but they had eventually to restrict the arrangement to May 
and June deliveries. The terms agreed upon on 25th May 
were : — 

1. May and June deliveries of all piece-goods to be 
liquidated; difference in price between liquidation and 
contract prices to be paid up at the end of each month. 

2. Those unable to take delivery subsequent to the liquida- 
tion, and those who did not intend taking delivery of goods 
due from the spinners, to join the yarn syndicate and ask 
the latter to take the goods over. 

3. Persons not agreeing to the liquidation shall not be 
allowed to join the syndicate, and the settlement of their 
contracts shall be strietly enforced. 

4. The kinds of piece-goods to be taken over by the 
syndicate and the number of members thereof shall be 
decided upon by the Committee for the formation of the 
syndicate. 

5. The prices at which the syndicate takes over goods shall 
be uniform, and five representatives of the piece-goods mer- 
chants shall take part in the assessment thereof. 

6. The loss due to the taking over by the syndicate shall 
be divided as follows :— 


Per cent. 
Spinning companies _..................66. 50 
Piece-goods merchants. ...............4.. 25 
Persons holding spot goods .......... 25 


The difference in the way of forming an inclusive body of 
the piece-goods merchants were that they themselves were 
of very diverse financial standing, and that the varieties 
of cloth were very numerous. 

May AND JuNE DELIVERIES. 

On 29th May the prices at which the balance of May and 
June deliveries of cotton yarn which had not already been 
settled between the parties concerned, and were consequently 
left for the Association to take over, were published. The 
standard quality (Kanegafuchi Co.) of 20 counts left was 
fixed at yen 421) a bale, the products of the other mills being 
assessed at varving rates below this figure. The quantity 
of varn to be taken over by the Cotton Yarn Export Associa- 
tion for May amounted to 93,215 bales. This yarn is 
restricted to that produced by members of the Cotton 
Spinners’ Asseciation. (There are said to be three companies 
outside this Association operating 67,000 spindles out of a 
total of something like 3.500.000 in Japan) 

Estimating the quantity of yarn and cloth to he taken 
over bv the svndicate for May and June at 150.000 bales. 
the spinners reckon that bv the 30 per cent. curtailment of 
production which took effect from 15th June, they will 
reduce the output by this amount within three months. 
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ScueME Founp To BE UNSATISFACTORY. 

The Yarn Export Association and liquidation arrangements 
which had been brought into existence with so much trouble 
gave disappointing results at the outset. 3rd June was 
fixed for the settlement of May accounts, but merchants 
whose contracts were of three kinds, viz., liquidation, 
acceptance of goods and purchase by the syndicate, refused 
to conclude the first two until the third was completed. The 
operations of the Export Association were obstructed by the 
fall in the exchange value of the Chinese tael, due to the 
decline of silver, though the Yokohama Specie Bank was 
accused of maintaining the fates above their natural level 
in order to encourage export. Moreover, pending the re- 
covery of stability in the Japanese yarn market, purchasers 
in China reserved their orders. 

It thus became apparent that the partial liquidation of 


futures could only be a temporary expedient, and was, more- — 


over, difficult to carry out, as dealers and brokers who had 
to pay margin for May and June, but to receive on later 
accounts, were chary of parting with money which they 
might never recover again. At any rate, on 8th June the 
Association of Piece-Goods Merchants passed a resolution in 
favour of a general liquidation of all forward contracts for 
May and subsequent months, and shortly after pressed the 
Yarn Merchants’ Association to take a similar course. 
Although these two liquidation arrangements did not even- 
tually take definite form until July, they were in the end 
agreed to after endless delays and interminable discussion. 
It must be borne in mind that the general liquidation applies 
only to contracts concluded between merchants, dealers and 
brokers. The basis is the fixing of a standard price, and the 
settlement of the margins between that price and the con- 
tract price. There is not necessarily any question of accept- 
ing delivery of any goods; the object is to clear away the 
accumulation of speculative operations far exceeding the 
maximum possible supply, and naturally an agreement could 
only be reached by considerable concessions on the part of 
the winning gambler. 


SPINNERS OpposEpD To GENERAL LIQUIDATION OF FUTURES. 


The spinners have resolutely stood out trom becoming 
parties as a body to this arrangement. What looked like 
a piece of bluff to coerce them was a rumour circulated that 
the merchants had decided on rescission of all forward 
contracts. The Spinners’ Association on 9th June formally 
announced their objection to this course on the ground of 
the financial loss involved in the first place, and also of 
the bad precedent which would be created by such commercial 
immorality. They added, however, that individual members 
of the Association were entirely at liberty to negotiate for 
settlement of their own contracts on whatever terms they 
liked. The spinners maintained that the difference in 
credit and range of trading operations of individual firms 
preclude them as a body from agreeing to become a party to 
any arrangement for general liquidation. 


Pirece-Goops LiquIDATION. 


They urged the merchants to draw up a statement of their 
commitments which would show how they stood financially, 
and promised then to accommodate them as far as possible. 
Once the liquidation of contracts between merchants, 
brokers and dealers was completed the spinners were ex- 
pected to show a more amenable attitude, but they insisted 
that the former should in the first place disgorge at least a 
proportion of their war profits. On about 18th June the 
Nisshin Spinning Co. brought forward a proposal that the 
curtailment of output should be raised from 30 to 50 per 
cent. This proposal was eventually left undecided, the 
opinion of the Committee being, it is reported, that such a 
short time had elapsed since the enforcement of the 30 per 
cent. restriction that further curtailment was premature. 
At the same time it was admitted that the market had 
actually fallen below producing cost, say, 290 to 300 yen a 
bale, so that there was little object in increasing the 
accumulation of goods. 

By the end of June the piece-goods merchants had arrived 
at an agreement as to the liquidation prices of the different 
varieties of cloth, as to which should be included, and as to 
how much of the margin between the fixed and contract 
prices should be rebated. Overtrading in a_ée few 
brands of cloth, particularly in one, the bargains in which 
reached ten times the actual supply, made matters difficult 


of arrangement. The question of payment is the most 
interesting point; seventy per cent. of the margin was 
abandoned, one-third of the remaining thirty per cent. 


required to be paid on 25th July, and the balance in equal 
monthly instalments by the end of the vear. The terms of 
this arrangement were considered to be such that firms 
nnahle to fulfil them were unworthy of reseie. The contracts 
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included were those entered into prior to 28th June fy» 
delivery on or after Ist May, 1920. The reduction in Pics 
was retrospective to cases where goods, after conclusion g 
a@ contract within the stated limits of time, had alreag, 
been delivered. 


CoTToN-YARN LIQUIDATION. 


As to yarn, the merchants had by the establishment of , 
syndicate obtained security against the dangers of the May 
and June deliveries, and were considering the July ang 
subsequent contracts when they were requested by the piecg 
goods merchants, who had decided on general liquidatioy 
to act in concert with them. If they agreed, an arrangy 
ment on approximately the same lines could probably 
arranged. The question was chiefly in regard to methods of 
payment, the main difficulty being whether settlements fy 
May and June should be brought into the scope of the genera) 
liquidation. |The piece-goods liquidation applies to May 
and after, and it is admitted that strict interpretation of 
the arrangement would include the two months of May anj 
June, but some members of the Committee elected to jp. 
vestigate methods were in favour of excluding these ip 
months. This appears to be due to the fact that most of 
the domestic yarn merchants stood to receive on May and 
June accounts, and so were anxious that these deliverig 
should be strictly executed, and the later months settled 
at a discount. The yarn export merchants proposed that. 
as in the case of piece-goods, the general liquidation shoul 
cover May and subsequent deliveries. 


Export YARN MercCHANTS’ DECISION. 


Both the Domestic Yarn and Export Yarn Merchants’ 
Associations held general meetings of their respective 
members on 30th June to discuss the fixing of prices for 4 
general liquidation of forward contracts, and the amount of 
margin to be rebated. The latter Association decided to 
carry out liquidation on the following basis :— 

1. The standard price of liquidation to be fixed by a joint 
committee of both Associations. 

2. Margins to be reduced by 70 per cent. 

3. In the case of June contracts which have already been 
settled under the syndicate’s fixed price, half of the margin 
to be returned to the buyer. 

4. Two-sevenths of the total margins to be paid by 25th 
July, and the remainder in equal instalments on the 25th 
of each of the five succeeding months. 


DomESTIC YARN MERCHANTS’ DECISION. 


The Domestic Yarn Merchants’ Association, however, 
would not agree to the retrospective action of the rebate 
provisions, and the Yarn Export Merchants’ Association 
first reserved and subsequently withdrew their resolution. 
Eventually, on 8th July, at a meeting of representatives 
of both Associations, fully authorised to conclude a settle 
ment, a compromise was effected under which the reduction 
of June margins was cut down to 25 per cent., and the re. 
duction of margins on contracts for delivery between July, 
1920, and June, 1921, was fixed at 65 per cent. The liquida- 
tion prices were fixed on the basis of yen 385-00 per bale of 
Kanegafuchi Co.’s 20 counts left for July-December 
deliveries, and yen 395-00 per bale for January-June, 1921, 
deliveries. 

At the time of writing this was as far as the negotiations 
had progressed. There remain to be decided the terms upon 
which merchants will accept delivery of varn and cloth from 
the mills. As the firms importing raw cotton for the spir- 
ners also trade largely in varn and cloth, the question of 
some rebate on prices of the raw material already contracted 
for has heen raised by the spinners. 


NETHERLANDS. 
PROPOSED CO-OPERATIVE FLAX FACTORIES. 


The area under flax cultivation, according to the 
‘Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant,’’ is two or three times 4 
large as before the war. So far the price paid for scutched 
flax remains satisfactory, but the Dutch flax industry will 
not be in a position to work the entire crop next year, 40 
it is expected that the supply of raw flax will then be con- 
siderablv greater than the demand. ; 

In several districts flax growers have proposed the erection 
of co-operative flax factories, in order to improve up0o? 
existing conditions. 

This plan, however, in the opinion of the journal men- 
tioned above, would hardly he practical. taking the ur 
certain future of the flax industry into consideration. 
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Chemicals and Oils. 





GERMANY. 
pROGRESS OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 


The Peace Treaty requires that Germany shall deliver to 
France, during each of three successive years, 30,000 tons of 
sulphate of ammonia, 35,000 tons of benzol, and 50,000 tons 
of coal tar. The Reparation Commission reserved the right 
»o one-half the supply of dyestuffs and chemico-pharma- 
products on hand at the time of the signing of the 
treaty; also an amount up to one-fourth of the product up 
to lst January, 1915. Now that a year has elapsed since 
these provisions became effective, it is of interest to read 
the German reports of company meetings, chambers of 
ommerce Summaries, and trade-journal reviews of condi- 
ons in the chemical industry. | 
The two general conclusions that may be drawn from this 
ublished material, states a Memorandum published by the 
Vnited States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
wem at first to be entirely contradictory. The introductory 
pages of every report and summary discuss the shortage in 
wal and raw materials, the closing of plants, the scarcity 
and high cost of labour, and the poor transportation facili- 
ties, AS a Consequence, a very great scarcity of the finished 
product 1s reported so that orders cannot be filled. Some 
reports specifically mention the French deliveries as the 
scasion of the shortage on the market. The impression of 
industrial hardship that is conveyed in these opening 
paragraphs 1s, however, offset at the end of the same reports 
hy the financial statements that record, almost without ex- 
ception, the declaring of dividends largely in excess of those 
of 1918. The explanation of the discrepancy is, of course, to 
he found in the heavy foreign demand at the high prices of 
the last few months of 1919. 

Below are given a few summaries from the German Annals 
of Economics and Statistics (April, 1920), from the Journal 
of the Berlin Chamber of Commerce, from trade journals, 
and from company reports. 

CuemicaL TRADE AND Coat SupPPLy. 


Resumption of trade in chemicals is dependent upon the 
supply of coal, Shortage in coal has brought a large part 
of the industry to a standstill, or, at least, has caused great 
shortage in production. If now a shortage of raw material 
is to follow, such deficiency in the supply of sulphuric acid, 
caustic soda, pyrites, tar, sugar, and casein will itself be 
traceable to the scarcity of coal. The Rhenisch-Westfalia 
Jeitung says some relief was obtained at the end of 
February by the delivery of American coal which had been 
ordered but was not until then available. 

The chemical industry seems to be at a standstill. The 
chemico-pharmaceutical industry is in some respects in a 
better situation than in January, in other respects in a worse 
position. Dyestuffs have shown a brief revival because of 
the receipt of a moderate amount of coal. : 

The shellac industry also makes an encouraging report. 
Soap reports run from ‘‘bad”’ to “‘fair.’’ Asphalt and tar 
products suffered from lack of raw material. Coking plants, 
producing tar, ammonium sulphate, and benzol, report a 
freight scarcity; business was in other respects improved 
overa vear ago. Kthereal oils were sluggish, but improving. 
Benzine aud turpentine were not coming on the market. 
Weak conditions prevailed in the sulphuric acid and fer- 
tiliser industries; in the case of the latter, shortage of 
materials made it impossible to satisfy the demand. 

The chemical industry suffered heavily during the past year 
by reason of the shortage of coal, which became ex- 
traordinarily acute towards the end of the year, causing 
many industries to close. The shortage in other raw 
materials became more and more serious at the same time 
that the world demand for chemical products became so 
sistent. At this juncture many foreign countries put an 
embargo on the importation of German products. Finally, 
the 25 and 50 per cent. deliveries required in the peace 
treaty affected the chemical market seriously. 





eeutical 


Rerort or Bertin CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 


_The report of Berlin Chamber of Commerce for 1920 states 
that the chemical] industry and the trade in chemicals, raw 
materials, and auxiliary products suffered in war time 
greater changes than most branches of industry. Germany 
Was In normal times heavily dependent upon foreign countries 
mn Many matters of production and distribution; this field 
h entirely cut off by the war. A transformation of the 
rsd ppd was the only solution. The brilliant achieve- 
in the th ‘ton had the matter in hand are testified to 
vet inns ae — of explosives and artificial nitrates. And 
the sd ee are merely isolated instances among 
Raw te which were accomplished with the raw materials 
m domestic and a few neutral sources. 





CHEMICALS AND OILS —continued. 





Increase in salaries and in wages of operatives, as well as 
ever-rising costs of coal and raw material resulted, of course, 
in continuous increases in costs, which were accentuated by 
the shortage in coal and transportation. The effect was felt 
all along the line; the selling price was a mere barometer 
of conditions. No relief may be expected until the rate of 
exchange and inflated values have been brought back to 
normal. The demand is good, indeed almost impossible to 
meet, and yet production cannot possibly be accelerated. 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL. 


Government control of sulphuric acid and other basic 
products grew more rigid rather than more lax. The short- 
age of pyrites made it useless to attempt to meet the demand. 
The maximum prices were set higher and higher, but pro- 
duction was dependent upon more fundamental things than 
money. 

Hydrochloric acid was released from control in March, 
1919. After a few months’ production conditions were such 
that sales could be made even in Scandinavia and Finland, 
so that business in this line may be said to have been good. 
There was also a heavy demand for Glauber’s salts, a by- 
product of hydrochloric ; it was impossible to fill the demand 
in Scandinavia. 

Liquid anhydrous ammonia was in great demand. The 
small production of ammonium carbonate never permitted 
market prices to be within reason. Raw material for am- 
monium sulphate was exceedingly scarce, and yet the maxi- 
mum price was so low that manufacture was unprofitable. 
Nitrogen prices reached a business-profit level only toward 
the end of the year. The production of spirits of ammonia 
was obstructed at intervals, but it became profitable in time. 

Potassium prices were raised again and again, but the 
demand was still so keen that production was worth while. 
Copper vitriol was in heavy demand, but speculation drove 
the prices to too high a point. There was also a strong 
market for citric acid, but the raw material could not be 
obtained in Italy. Sulphuric acid was needed for cooling, for 
treatment of skin diseases, and for preservation of fruit. 
Wolfram, molybdenum, and vanadium could be obtained only 
in very small quantities. 

PAINTS AND DyEs. 


The marketing of pigments and dyes was restricted in the 
early part of the year because of the revolution; later on 
conditions improved until it was even possible to export some 
to neutral countries. 

The Berlin Chamber Report adds:—‘‘With the signing of 
peace, export to France, Belgium, and Italy set in until pre- 
war figures were met, especially in Belgium and Italy. It is 
very agreeable to note that the French trade also promises 
to pick up. England is still holding off. America, once a 
favourite territory, is still closed to us, and it is doubtful 
whether after peace is ratified our export to that country 
can be built up again, since the dye industry is making such 
strides over there. Inquiries as to the market in the Orient 
indicate that that trade is reviving. In general, it may be 
said that German pigments and dyes will hold their markets 
abroad.” 

The supplv of coal, soda, sulphuric acid, and chrome salts 
was so low last year that it was impossible to fill the orders 
that piled in at the end of the year. ‘‘Then the eight-hour 
day has become a vital obstacle, as it is impossible to put 
some of the manufactures on such a basis. Double shifts 
are no solution; overtime is prevented by the attitude of the 
workers’ organisations, even though individuals are in favour 
of it. Except for these circumstances, we might be able to 
build up foreign credits as a means of procuring food.”’ 


PiagMENT AND Dye INDUSTRIES CoMBINE. 

The pigment and dye industries have found it necessary 
to combine—the German Bunt- und Mineralfarben Industrie 
and the Union of German Dye Industries being formed. 
These organisations have justified their existence in ar- 
ranging for allocation of raw materials and the establish- 
ing of fixed prices, putting an end to profiteering. Goods 
for foreign sale were put at a higher price, so as to 
equalise the low rate of exchange. Prices are now about 
the same for all consumers. Altogether, the dye indus- 
tries are in a favourable situation, except for the shortage 
of coal and raw materials. 

The lac and varnish industry had a heavier demand than 
in 1918 but could not meet this demand, as the eight-hour 
day and scarcity of material prevailed almost throughout 
the year. In December the restrictions on copal, shellac, 
rosin, and turpentine oil were removed; linseed oil is still 
under control. 

Production is still behind the average of former years. 
Increased production could hardly be hoped for, in the face 
of the restriction on the importation of benzine. The 
industry suffered by reason of the allocation of the raw 
materials to organisations outside of the trade. 
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GLUE, ETC.—Drucs AnD HERBS. | with a branch to Santa Cruz. The Bolivian Governyg,, 
The bone-glue production was about 50 per cent. of | guarantees o per cent. on this investment, and for each 
kilometre of road constructed it engages to sell one squa, 


normal last year. foreign glues rose to impossible figures. 

Mineral oils and tar products are on a 3U to 4U per cent. 
production basis. There was a ready sale at home. Export 
was forbidden. 

The drug industry suffered excessively under a shortage 
Coal was scarce and operatives were in an 
unsettled state. In the autumn a general strike threw 
the whole trade into disorder. The retail business had been 
bad enough during the war; last year conditions were hope- 
lessly bad. Small factories were forced to shut down. 
Even for medicine and science very little was obtainable. 
Outside interests got such control that profiteering was 
inevitable. The general public suffered as a consequence. 

Medicinal herbs could not be obtained, as the women and 
children who ue them were employed in 
factories at higher pay. Herbs rotted in the fields and 
woods: prices rose to ten—eyen fifty—times their former 


level. 


ot materials. 


formerly gathered 


ReEvPoRTS OF CHEMICAL COMPANIES. 


The Cheniische Fabrik Griesheim-Elektron, of Frauktort, 
declared in 1919 a dividend of 12 per cent., as contrasted 
with 7 per cent. in 1918—and this after setting aside over 
4,000,000 marks for depreciation. This company explains 
the profits as arising from increased value of pre-war stocks. 
similar 


The Chemische Fabriken ot Urdingen explain 

. 5 % . 
profits through the sale ot stock held abroad. The Aktien 
Gesellschaft fiir Anwdinfabrikation (‘‘Agta’’) of Berlin 


reports gross profits of 24,877,000 marks in 1919, as com- 
pared with 13,700,000 marks in 1918, warranting a divi- 
dend of 18 per cent. The Badische Anilin und Sodafabrik 
closed its works at Ludwigshaten and Oppau in November 
because of shortage of coal; the nitrogen works at Mersburg 
shut down because of political disturbances. In all these 
cases only a fraction of full production was reached by June, 
i919, and yet the firms report large profits by reason of the 
great rise in prices ot dvestulis. Over 60.000.000 marks 
were written off, and yet the firm declared net profits ot 
nearly 30,000,000 marks, justifving a dividend of i8 per 
cent. 

The Farbwerke -otf Héchst-am-Main report that manufac- 
turing was largely at a standstill during 1919 and early 
in 1920, only the pharmaceutical departments producing 
normally. But here, too, export sales enabled the company 
to declare a 14 per cent. dividend, as contrasted with 12 
per cent. in 1918, on a basis of net profits of nearly 
25,000,000 marks, even after deduction of an extra expense 
of 80,000,000 marks in increased wages. The gross profits 
of the Chemische Fabrik Rhenania, of Aix-la-Chapelle, ad- 
vanced from 1,938,000 marks in 1918 to 5,723,000 marks last 
vear. The dividend was increased from 10 to 25 per cent. 
Kalle and Co., of Biebrich, reported that only a part of the 
more important departments were operating, and vet, after 
deductions depreciation, the dividend was increased 
from 7 to 14 per cent. The report is pessimistic as to 
prospects for 1920. 


tor 


BOLIVIA. © 


AMERICAN INVESTMENT IN 
OIL PROPERTIES. 

In a recent article the Philadelphia ‘‘Public Ledger’’ gave 
interesting information regarding an American project for 
the exploitation of oil land in Bolivia. 

This project, it appears, is under the direction of an 
experienced business man, who has already developed various 
copper mines in Chile. He has now organised the Bolivia- 
Argentine Exploration Corporation, which is stated to have 
secured an option on nearly 5} million acres of land in the 
Cochabamba, Calacota, Caupolican, and Beni districts of 
South-Eastern Bolivia. 

In this area, known as the plains of Chaco, numerous oil 
seepages and oil cakes exist, and have long been used by the 
Indians for illuminating purposes. The district has 
frequently been surveyed, with satisfactory results, and some 
drilling has alrerady taken place by certain companies which 
ceased to operate after the outbreak of the European war. 

The Bolivia-Argentine Exploration Corporation is stated to 
have a large organisation actually on the field, consisting of 
several oil and mining experts, including an officer of the 
United States Geological Survey. 

The article proceeds as follows : — 

“For the development of the oil properties it will be 
necessary to build railroads, pipe lines, and refineries, to- 
gether with telephone and telegraph lines of considerable 
length. To-dav the district is so remote that it is difficult 
to reach. A railroad is planned to be built from Fort Maga- 
rinos, on the north branch of the Pilcomayo River, to Sucre, 
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league of Government land to the Exploration Compa, 
With oil, agricultural, and water-power rights. 

Arrangements are being made with the Argentine Goyer, 
ment for the building of a railroad from Fort Magaring ; 
connect with the Argentine Government railroad, which 
tends west from Formosa, and for the building of a pipe jig, 
to a point on the Paraguay or Parana Rivers, where lap, 
ocean steamships can load all the year round. Just hoy j, 
up the river ocean vessels can go will not be known until 4, 
streams are sounded, but the pipe lines probably will be yp 
less than 400 miles long, and possibly 800.’’ 

From other oil lands they control, the company intend 
build a pipe-line over the Andes to the Pacific. | 


— 


FRANCE. 
HAVRE-PARIS PIPE LINE. 


The ‘Journal Officiel’”’ of 28th July contains the text y; 
a Presidential Decree of 22nd July, approving the agree. 
ment concluded between the Minister of Public Works ay) 
the Compagnie Francaise de Transport des Mazouts » 
Pétroles tor the construction and working of a pipe-lin 
from Havre to Parts. 

A copy of the Decree (in French) may be consulted x 
the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade, 3 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


— 
——— 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS, 
Publications relating to trade, industry, etc., recently issued 
by H.M. Stationery Oftice, Imperial House, Ningsway, London, 
W.C.2. (Post-iree prices are in parenthesis.) 


Acts of Parliament: 
Dangerous Drugs. Ch. 46. 











(3d.) 


Merchant Shipping (Scottish Fishing Boats). Ch. 39. (1d.) 
Firearms, 1920. Ch. 45. (4d.) 
Post Office and Telegraph, 1920. Ch. 40. (1341.) 


Education. Prospectus of Sir Joseph Whitworth’s Scholarshigs 
and Exhibitions for Mechanical Science. 48th edition. (14d) : 
British Empire Forestry Conference. Resolutions passed at the Meeting 
held in London, July 22nd, 1920. Cmd. 865. (4d.) 
Colonial Reports. Annual. 
No. 1038. Gilbert and Ellice Islands. 
(14d.) 
No. 1039. St. Helena. teport for 1919. 
Dept. of Scientific and Industral Research ‘Red Books 
Fire Prevention Committee. No. 231. Fire Tests with Floors. 


Board of 


Report for 1218-19. (Cmd. 582 
(Cmd. 508-22.) (2d.) 

’* of the British 
(2s. 74d.) 


East Africa Protectorate. Despatch to the Governor of, relating to 
Native Labour. Cmd. 873 (5}d.) 

Explosives. His Majesty’s Inspectors of:—44th Annual Report for 1919 
Cmd 841. (4d.) 


ractory and Workshops. Welfare. 28th July. Made under Section 7 of 
the Factories, ete. (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1916, for securing 
the Welfare of Workers employed in the preparation of Gut and Tripe. 
No 1,487. (1:3d.) 


Ministry of ‘Transport. Railway Statistics. No. 6, four weeks ended 
20th June, 1920. (1s. 8'd.) 

Foreign Jurisdiction. China Order in Council. 28th June, 1920. No. 1,44 
(1id.) . ° 

Fuel Research Board. Special Report No. 8. The Coal Fire. (4s. 44) 


Government Investments in Registered Companies. Return relating t 
H.C. 180. (13d.) 

Holland. Report on the Economic, Financial and Industrial Conditions of, 
for the year 1919. Cmd. 872. (1s. 2d.) 

Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau. The Mineral Industry of the British 
Empire and Foreign Countries. War Period. Nitrates, 1913-19. (10M) 

Injuries in War Compensation. Order in Counei! further amending Order 


in Council of 27th May, 1915. approving a Scheme under the Injuries in 


War (Compensation) Acts. No. 1307. (23d. 
Kew Gardens. Bulleting of Miscellaneous Information. No. 6., 192. 
(ls. 14d.) 


Medical Research Council (Privy Council). The Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Peripheral Nerve Injuries. (2s. 2d.) 
Statutory Rules and Orders, 1920: 
No. 1.350. Small Holdings, England and Wales. The Land Settlement 
(Provision of Holdings of less than 1 acre). Regniations, May 2th. 
1920, made by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries with the ap- 
proval of the Treasury under section 20 of the Land Settlemeit 
(Facilities) Act, 1919. (13d) i 
No. 1.432. Trade Boards. Order of the Minister of Labour, July 2/2, 


1920. under section 4 of the Trade Boards Act. 1918, confirming (General 
| for the Male and 


Minimum Time-Rates and Overtime Rates fixed e Mak 
Female Workers in the Flax and Hemp Trade in Great Britain. 2d.) 
No. 1,463. Profiteering. Order of the Board of Trade, August 7th. 1920, 


under section 2 of the Profiteering Act, 1919, amending the Regula: 
tions constituting and regulating the Procedure of, the Central Col 
mittee. (14d.) : 
No. 1,486. Post Office. The Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post (Casi- 
on-Delivery) Amendment (No. 5) Warrant, 1920, June 30. (1id.) 
Termination of the War. Order in Council under the Termination o 
the present War (Definition) Act, 1918, Determining Date of Termin 
tion of the War with Austria. 22nd July, 1920 No. 1,347. (lid) _ 
Trade of Australia. Report cn the Trade of, for the year 1919, by 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia. (Cmd. 906). (734) ; 
Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom, Accounts for 1920. H. 
25-VI. (3s. 5d.) 
Trade Boards. : 
Sugar Confectionery and Food Preserving Trade, Great Britain. Order 
of the Minister of Labour, 28th July, 1920, confirming Rates for Male 
and Female Workers. No. 1431. (Price 2d.) aaa 
Hair, Bass, and Fibre Trade, Great Britain. Order of the Minister 0 
and Female 


Labour, 29th July, 1920, confirming Rates for Male 
Workers. No. 1439. (Price 24.) be 
Trade Boards. Order of the Minister of Labour. July 29, 19. t 


Rates and 


Trade Boards Act, 1918, confirming General Minimum eg Hollow 
e OO: 


Over-time Rates as varied for Male and Female Workers in t 
War Trade in Great Britain. No. 1447. (2d. net.) 


- — 
—- 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes. 





IMPERIAL PREFERENCE. 
NOTICE TO IMPORTERS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND AND TO EXPORTERS 


mr IN BRITISH OVERSEAS DOMINIONS. 


PREFERENTIAL DUTIES OF CUSTOMS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND ON GOODS CODX- 


SIGNED FROM AND GROWN, PRODUCED, 


OK MANUFACTURED IN THE BRITISH 


EMPIRE. 


NorE.—-Lhis Notice (No. 27A), cancels the previous Notice No. 27, dated August, 1919 


and published in 


? 


the “Journal ’’’ of 28th August, 1919. Special attention is drawn to the 1" vised lust of manufactured goods 
in paragraph 4, and to the new paragraphs 7, 8, 9, and 10. Considerations of space prevent the publication 
of all the Appendices to the Notice. Appendices B and C are unaltered and Appendices D to I" but slightly 
modified from the corresponding Appendices to the Notice printed in the “ Journal ’’ of 28th August, 1919. 
Copies of the complete Notice may be obtained on application to any Custom House or Office of a Collector 


of Customs and Exeise, in the United Kingdom. 


1, With a view to conferring a preference in the case ol 
Empire products, the duties of Customs on the goods specified 
in Appendix A are charged at the reduced rates shown in 
the second column of that Appendix, provided the goods are 
shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise to have been (1) consigned from, and (2) grown, 
produced, or manufactured in, the British Empire. The 
‘British Empire’? for this purpose means all British 
Dominions outside Great Britain and Ireland, including 
British India and Indian Native States, and all British 
Protectorates. Any territories which may hereafter come 
under His Majesty’s Protection, or in respect of which a 
Mandate of the League of Nations may be exercised by the 
Government of any part of His Majestyv’s Dominions, may 
be included by Order in Council. 

9 Goods are not deemed to have been manufactured in the 
Britis: Empire unless such proportion of their value as is 
prescribed by regulations made by the Board of Trade 
(printed as Appendix B) is the result of labour within the 
Kritish Empire. This proportion has for the present been 
fixed at 25 per cent. of the factory or works cost to the 
manufacturer for all manufactured articles except manu- 
factured tobacco, refined sugar, molasses, and extracts from 
sugar, for which the proportion is fixed at 5 per cent. (but 
see paragraph 3). 

Exch article is to be considered separately in applying 
the percentaze test. The factors which may be taken into 
account in arriving at the total value and the proportion 
of Empire labour are laid down in Regulations 4 and 5 
(Appendix B). 

When manufactured goods are not liable to duty in them- 
selves, but only in respect of the dutiable ingredient or 
ingredients they contain, preference can only be granted 
in respect of such of the ingredients as themselves satisfy 
the requisite conditions (see paragraphs 8-10 below). 

3. Where the Board of Trade is satisfied as respects any 
class of goods to which the preferential rates apply that 
those articles are to a considerable extent manufactured in 
the British Empire from material which is not wholly grown 
or produced in the Empire, the Board may by order direct 
that the preferential rate shall be charged only in respect 
of such proportion of those goods as corresponds to the 
proportion of dutiable material used in their manufacture 
which is shown to have been grown or produced in the 
Empire. 

This provision has been applied by Order of the Board 
of Trade (Appendix () to manufactured tobacco, refined 
sugar, molasses and extracts from sugar, e.g., syrup. It is 
in view of this limitation that the percentage under para- 
graph 2 has been fixed as low as 5 ver cent. for these 
articles, the combined effect of the two rules being to allow 
preference where any of these articles are the result of an 
appreciable amount of Empire labour, but to confine it to 
the extent to which the finished article is the result of 
Empire material. 

4. The dutiable articles which for the purpose of charging 
the preferential rate are considered as manufactured 
articles are : — 

Refined sugar. 


Glucose. 
Molasses and extracts from sugar (¢.q.. syrup). 
Saccharin. 


Manufactured tobacco. 
Cinematograph films. 
Motor cars, parts, accessories, ete. 
Musical instruments, parts, accessories, ete. 
Clocks, watches, etc. — 
All other dutiable goods are regarded as growth or produce. 


= _ refined sugar means sugar which has passed through 
refinery. : 


o. Where goods are manufactured in a bonded factory in 
Great Britain or Ireland from dutiable material shown to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise 
to have been consigned from, and grown or produced in, 
the British Empire, the duty on the manufactured goods 
shall, to the extent to which they are shown to have been 
manufactured out of such material, be charged at the pre- 
ferential rate. 

This provision applies to sugar refiners and tobacco manu- 
facturers who work in bond. 

6. The preferential rate of duty must be claimed by the 
importer at the time of making entry. He is required in 
every case to substantiate the declarations on the entry that 
the goods were (1) consigned to the United Kingdom from, 
and (2) the growth, produce or manufacture of, a part of 
the British Empire, by means of a certificate of origin in 
the approved form. He must also, if called upon to do so 
by the Collector of Customs and Excise, produce any other 
evidence of origin, such as the supplier’s invoice, bill of 
lading, etc. 

(. Certificates of origin are in three prescribed forms, 
illustrated in Appendices D, FE and F to this Notice. Each 
form comprises two separate certificates, viz. :— 

(i) A certificate that the dutiable articles in respect 
of which preference is claimed are the growth or pro- 
duce (Appendix D) or the manufacture or refining 
(Appendices E and F) of a specified country in the 
British Empire. This certificate must be given, as 
regards Appendix D, by the overseas grower, producer 
or stpplier,* and as regards Appendix E by the over- 
seas manufacturer. In the case of refined sugar, mo- 
lasses and extracts from sugar, or manufactured 
tobacco, the amplified certificate (Appendix F), giving 
also the proportion of Einpire-produced  dutiable 
material, must be given by the overseas manufacturer 
or refiner. 

Where, owing to local trade conditions, it 1s im- 
practicable for certificates of origin in Form D to be 
signed by the up-country growers or producers, there 
is no objection to the certificates being signed by their 
accredited agents in the country of origin having the 
necessary knowledge of the facts, provided that (1) 
the certificate clearly shows that the agent is authorised 
to sign on behalf of the grower or producer, and (2) 
the certificate is a personal one signed by a responsible 
member of the issuing firm. This concession does not 
extend to agents for suppliers, nor to agents acting 
merely as carrying agents. 

(ii) A supplementary certificate to be given by the 
actual exporter in cases where the grower, producer, 
manufacturer, refiner or supplier, who furnishes Certifi- 
cates D, E or F, is not himself or by his agent the 
actual exporter, and is not in a position to give the 
particulars of shipment, destination and consignee re- 
quired to render the main certificate complete. This 
supplementary certificate is not, however, required to 
be given on Forms D, E and F, when the latter are 
given in conjunction only with Form FF (see paragraph 
8), in which case its place is taken by a similar supple- 
mentary certificate on Form FF. 








*By the term ‘‘supplier”’ is meant any person who, though 
not being the grower or producer, is the actual overseas 
owner of the goods at the time of export to the United 
Kingdom, provided he has the requisite knowledge of the 
facts. Such persons should be careful to describe them- 
selves on the certificate as ‘‘su~pliers”’ and not as ‘‘er. srters”’ 
merely. 
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CUSTUMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





8. An additional form of certificate (Appendix FF) is re- 
quired in conjunction with Forms D, E or F where the 
dutiable article in respect of which preference is claimed 
is an ingredient only of a complete composite article, and 
the latter therefore is liable to duty only by reason of 
containing the dutiable ingredient. This additional cer- 
tificate is to be given by the overseas manufacturer of the 
composite goods, as evidence that the dutiable articles, in 
respect of which preference is claimed, and certificate D, 
K or F has been furnished by the grower, etc., have been 
used in the manufacture of the composite goods. Certificate 

is not required from the manufacturer of the composite 
goods, as they are not dutiable nor entitled to preference 
in themselves, but only by virtue of the dutiable ingredients 
they contain. The following examples are given by way of 
illustration. Manufactured cocoa powder is chargeable to 
duty in respect of the raw cocoa it contains, and Certificate 
tl’ should be given by the manufacturer, supported by 
Certificate D given by the grower, producer or supplier of 
the raw cocoa. Chocolate confectionery is chargeable in 
respect of the raw cocoa and the refined sugar it contains, 
and Certificate FF should be given by the chocolate maker, 
supported by Certificate D from the grower, producer or 
supplier of the raw cocoa, and Certificate I from the sugar 
refiner (either or both, according as preference is claimed 
for either the cocoa, the sugar, or both). Jam and con- 
densed milk (sweetened) are chargeable by reference to the 
sugar they contain, and Certificate FF should be given by 
the manufacturer, supported by Certificate F from the sugar 
refiner. 

Form [FF also contains a supplementary certificate to 
be given by the actual exporter where the manufacturer of 
the composite goods who furnishes Certificate FF is not 
himself or by his agent the actual exporter, and is not in 
a position to give the particulars of shipment, destination 
and consignee required to render the Certificate FF com- 
plete. Where this supplementary certificate is given on 
Form FF it is not to be given on the Form D, E or F 
relating to the dutiable ingredients. 

9. It is to be noted that Certificates D, E and F in all 
cases apply solely to the dutiable articles themselves (whether 
imported by themselves or as an ingredient), and that the 
title of any dutiable article to preference depends solely 
upon its fulfilling the conditions of Empire consignment and 
growth, production or manufacture in itself, and without 
reference to any other ingredients with which it may be 
associated in composite goods. 


10. If composite goods contain more than one dutiable 
ingredient (e.g., cocoa and sugar in chocolates and con- 
fectionery), the appropriate Certificates D, E or F must 
be given separately in respect of each dutiable ingredient 
for which preference is claimed, but one Certificate FF may 
be given to cover all dutiable ingredients contained in one 
description of composite goods, provided the whole quantity 
of each such ingredient used in the composite goods is 
covered by a Certificate D, E or F. If, however, any one 
dutiable ingredient comprises a proportion covered by a 
certificate D, E or F and entitled to preference and a portion 
not so covered or entitled, a separate certificate FF must 
be given for such ingredient, showing the percentage thereof 
covered by the certificate D, E or F. The preferential 
reduction of duty will be regulated accordingly. 

For example, if the raw cocoa used in the manufacture 
of imported Canadian chocolate confectionery is 60 per 
cent. of Trinidad growth and 40 per cent. of Venezuelan 
growth, separate certificates on Form FF must be given for 
the sugar and raw cocoa ingredients, and in the case of 
the latter the percentage covered by certificate D must be 
stated. Preference in the proportion of 60 per cent. will 
then be allowable as regards the portion of the duty charge 
attributable to cocoa. 


11. If the Collector is satisfied by the production of the 
certificate or certificates, he will forthwith admit the goods 
to entry as entitled to the preferential rate. The Collector 
may, in any case of doubt or of an incomplete or informal 
certificate, call for the production of invoices, bills of 
lading, or any such further evidence as he may require, but 
pending the production of such evidence he may, unless he 
has reason to suspect an attempt at fraud, allow delivery 
of the goods on deposit of the full rate of duty, subject to 
adjustment, provided satisfactory evidence of the title to 
the preferential rate is produced without undue delay. In 
the case of goods entered to be warehoused, the Collector 
may allow the goods to be deposited in warehouse pending 
settlement of the rate of duty to which they may be decided 
to be liable. 


12. The preferential rates apply in the case of dutiable 
goods entered for warehousing, or already in bond, before 
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lst September, 1919 (in the case ot tea before 2nd June, 
1919), and the particulars of consignment and origin a 
recorded in the official accounts are usually accepted. Th 
same rule is applied in respect of Empire and non-Empirg 
goods blended or put together in bond before Ist September, 
1919. In the case of blends, duty will be charged at prefer. 
ential rates on the proportion of Empire goods shown 
be contained therein. It must be understood that whey 
the official records are not sufficient to establish Empix 
consignment and origin the onus of proof in all cases res, 
by law on the importer. 

13. In the case of Empire goods consigned to the Unite 
Kingdom which have been transhipped en route or have bee 
shipped from a foreign port after overland transit froy 
the Empire country of origin, the importer at the time oj 
making entry will be required to produce the through pil) 
of lading or railway consignment note from the country of 
production to the United Kingdom in support of the ce. 
tificate of origin. When a through bill of lading or cop. 
signment note is not available, the invoice, local bill oj 
lading or consignment note from the original point of 
origin and certificate of arrival or landing at, and exporta. 
tion from, the port of transhipment will be required. Sue) 
certificates are to be signed by the proper Colonial oy 
Foreign Customs Officer at the port of transhipment, and iy 
the case of the latter the signature must be visaed by the 
British Consular Authority. It is essential to prove that 
the goods were consigned from a part of the Empire to the 
United Kingdom, and not to a foreign country from which 
they were subsequently re-consigned to the Wnited King. 
dom. 

14. In the case of post parcels arriving from a part of the 
Kmpire, if the contents are not merchandise for sale and 
do not exceed £10 in value for any one addressee, the 
following short form of certificate will, in the absence of 
ground for suspicion, be accepted as satisfactory evidence 
of origin for charging the preferential rate of duty, except 
in the case of manufactured tobacco, refined sugar, molasses 
and extracts from sugar :— 

“The contents of this package are not merchandise 
for sale, and every dutiable article herein is the growth 
or produce, or, if a manufactured article, is to the 
extent of at least one-fourth of its present value boné 
fide the manufacture of (Empire country of origin.”) 

All other post parcels, including all parcels containing 
manufactured tobacco, refined sugar, molasses and extracts 
from sugar, ete., will be subject to the ordinary rules of 
evidence of origin applicable to merchandise generally as set 
out in the earlier part of this Notice. 

15. The prescribed forms of Certificate of Origin are 
printed as Customs Sale Forms (Nos. 119 to 122), and may 
be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office direct or through 
the usual agents. 


16. Copies of this Notice may be obtained at any Custom 
House or office of a Collector of Customs and Excise in 
Great Britain or Ireland. 

Custom House, London, E.C.3. 

23rd August, 1920. 





APPENDIX A. 
OF PREFERENTIAL RATES. 
vate of Duty. 


SCHEDULE 


Goods. 
Tea be - - - an 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Chicory 
Currants ai “ ve i 
Dried or preserved fruits (figs and fig] - 
cake, plums commonly called French] ,. =. 4, | 
plums lak prunelloes, prunes, all other > Five-sixths of the full 
dried or preserved plums and raisins). . 
Sugar - 
Glucose 
Molasses 
Saccharin 
*Motor spirit : - 
Tobacco other than cigars 


# rate. 





‘Five-sixths of the full rate 
| per Ib and _ two-thirds 

of the 
. valorem duty. 
Articles chargeable with the new import) 

duties imposed by S. 12 of the Finance 

(No. 2) Act, 1915, viz. :—Motor cars, 


Cigars Ws _ _ a st 


etc., and parts thereof, musical instru- -Two-thirds of the full rate. 


ments and parts thereof, clocks, 
watches and parts thereof, and cine- 
matograph films. J 


SI 


Win 
N 





additional ad 
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Sixty per cent of the full 
rate. 

Sixty-six and two-thirds 
per cent. of the full rate. 

Seventy per cent. of the 
full rate per gallon and 
two-thirds of the addi- 
tional ad valorem duty. 

Fifty percent. of the. full 
rate. 


Wine :— _ 
Not exceeding 30° of proof spirit 


Exceeding 30° of proof spirit .. ee 
in bottle oe te o° o° 


4dditional duty on Still wine in bottle 





aia aiciitctatanntes 
Under the Finance Act 1920, the Customs duty on imported motor 
spirit will cease to be chargeable as from Ist January, 1921. 


—————————_S } 








Preferential Rates. Full Rates. 





In cask. In bottle.| In cask.) In bottle. 








.£e ts a2 &i £ « d.| . é& &. 
Spirits :-— | 
For every gallon com- | 

puted at proof of— | 


Brandy orrum .. 31210 31310 3 15 4/316 4 
Imitation rum or | 

geneva - of | SOBUMI SWI SB S | 316 5 
Unsweetened spirits | 

other than those | 

already enumer- | 

ated j $1211';3 12111315 5 | 315 5 


For every gallon of 
perfumed spirits .. 5 16 0 

For every gallon of | 
liqueurs, cordials, | 
mixtures and other 
preparations in bot- 
tle entered in such 
manner as to indi- 
cate that the 
strength is not to 
be tested .. .. 

For every gallon com- 
puted at proof of 
spirits of any des- 
cription not hereto- | 
fore mentioned, in- | 
cluding naphtha 

and methylic alco- | 
hol purified so as to 
be potable, and 
mixtures and pre- 
parations contain - 
ingspirit .. i. 

For every gallon of 
sweetened spirits in- 
cluding liqueurs, | 
cordials, mixtures, 
and other prepara- 
tions containing 
spirits, if tested .. 


— ] --- 5 2 5 


4 19 





$31211';3 138 11;3 15 5;3 16 5 


3 16 


er) 
i 


3 13 104 3 14 10} 63, 3.17 








The above rates refer to spirits warehoused for 3 years or more. 
In the case of spirits warehoused for a shorter period, small additional 
duties are leviable. These are not affected by Preference and are 
set out in full in the Imperial Customs Tariff. 


; APPENDIX FF. 

ForM oF ADDITIONAL CERTIFICATE to be given by the manufacturer 
of composite goods in respect of the dutiable ingredient or 
ingredients of which a reduction of duty is claimed under the 
Imperial Customs Tariff as being the growth, produce or manu- 
facture of the British Empire. 

_ See hereby certify that I am (1)..... eee eee Tre 
ES eee ) the manufacturer(s) of the articles 
included in this certificate (and that I am duly authorised to make 
and sign this certificate on behalf of the said manufacturer(s)). 

Ihave the means of knowing, and I do hereby certify that the 
dutiable ingredient(s) viz. (2)............ used in the manufacture 
of the merchandise designated below, which merchandise is of (3) 


chin een EEE manufacture (4) (and which is to be shipped 
” NE Wie A uihtihe one oa eee Nt, Ae os 3G dae eee con- 
Signed to... oo. etc cace mpoenemt 06 (7) co cccccctcvcccsesas 


ante) wholly (8) of goods included in the attached (9) certificate(s) 
ot Empire origin, given by the grower(s), producer(s) or manu- 
facturer(s), 

‘+) (Port of Shipment 


of Insert the word Partner, Manager, Chief Clerk or Principal 
Yineial, giving rank, as the case may be, unles; the person giving the 
a : \ ‘ y ' ‘ e 
ertifion te is the sole proprietor of the business, when the words in 
rackets may be omitted. 

‘ ~ . . ° : 1 i i 
- 2 Specify the dutiable ingredient or ingredients in respect of 
\ atch preference is claimed. 

*) | ’ P 

9) County of manufacture. 


+) The words in brackets may be omitted where the manufacturer 
provided that in such a case the exporter 


"7 not the actual exporter, 
M1ves f 


1 re on 
ne supplementary certificate endorsed thereon. 


} 
j 
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(5) Port of ultimate destination. 
(6) Delete in case of goods shipped direct. 
(7) Address. 

(8) If any dutiable ingredient is not wholly covered by a Certificate 
D, E or F, and is therefore not entitled to preference on its whole 
quantity, a separate Certificate FF is to be used for that ingredient 
the word *‘ wholly ” being deleted, and the words * as to % Fe 
inserted, the percentage covered by the Certificate D, E and F being 
stated. 

(9) Attach Certificate(s) of origin in form D, E or F, to be given 
by the grower, producer or manufacturer of the dutiable ingredient 
or ingredients in respect of which preference is claimed The supple- 
mentary exporters’ certificate on Form D, E or F need not be given 
but the necessary export particulars must be given on this Form, 
either by the manufacturer himself or the actual exporter (see 
Note (4) above) 








Number and 











Description of | Marks and Weight or | Total 
Packages | Numbers. Quantity. Value. Contents. 
itenehenakaconwe as .Signat e 
Pere rrr ere iincadas re 19. 





SUPPLEMENTARY CERTIFICATE to be given by the exporter In cases 
where the manufacturer of the goods above specified is not 
himself or by his agent the actual exporter, and is not in a 
position to furnish the particulars of shipment etc. (see Note 
(4) to main certificate). 


To be endorsed on the main certificate. 


Stiiwsiesiudeedstwescannees hereby certify that I am (lL) 
aid ciel itimiteshecn~esdeneitencsaeens est teas eee 
of the merchandise specified in the foregoing certificate, and that I 
am duly authorised to make and sign this certificate on behalf of 
err errr errr eT errr — 

I have the means of knowing, and I do hereby certify that the 


merchandise referred to is of (2)...........+--.- - manufacture 
and that such merchandise is to be shipped to (3)...........+.-.- ouee 
rn re consigned tO ........-2ees- 
Ca dine wisecknsdccuneawe ss ici 
Pewt of Bipemett. oc cccccccccccccccececccccocccses 
senewes Perr rrT err Tee 
DOE. sccccéetaneweneneeuenees Ce .ccndesawws day of 
von errr 19 


(1) Insert the word Partner, Manager, Chief Clerk or Principal 
Official, giving rank as the case may be. 

(2) Country of manufacture. 

(3) Port of ultimate destination. 

(4) Delete in case of goods shipped direct. 


(5) Address. 





DRAWBACK CLAIMS FOR SUGAR AND 
SUGAR COMPOSITE GOODS. 

With reference to Notice No. 30 dated August, 1919, 
relating to drawback claims, exporters of sugar or of sugar 
composite goods are informed that arrangements have been 
made with British sugar refiners under which as from the 
Ist instant, sugar delivered from a refinery warehouse on 
which the preferential (Empire) rate of duty has been paid 


will be contained in packages marked with the letters 
“E.S.” (Empire Sugar), these letters being omitted from 


packages containing sugar on which the full (non-Empire) 
rate of dutv has been paid. The latter packages will be 
accompanied by a certificate from the refiners to the effect 
that the dvtv has been paid on the sugar at the full (non- 
Empire) rate. 

Exporters will be allowed drawback at the full (non- 
Empire) rate on sugar exported as such or used in the 
manufacture of exported sugar composite goods, provided 
that the sugar so exported or used in manufacture has been 
delivered on or after the Ist instant from a sugar refinery 
warehouse in bags not marked with the letters E.S., that 
refiners’ certificates showing that the full (non-Empire) rate 
of duty has been paid on the sugar are produced, and that 
satisfxctory documentary evidence of the correctness of the 
drawhack claim is produced if and when required. 

The new arrangements will, so far as concerns sugar, 
simplify the accounts which have hitherto been kept under 
paragraph 5 of Notice No. 30, as the receipts of mixed con- 
noar fall off, 


. n ° 4% bd 
sionments oO} Fimntire ond non-Emnire . 
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It is to be ob-erved that the arrangements outlined above 
relate only to sugar delivered from a refinery warehouse on 
or after lst instant, and do not cover sugar received from a 
refinery warehouse prior to lst instant, or imported sugar 
whether cleared from a bonded warehouse or from ship’s 
side, and consequently in respect of exportations of sugar 
of mixed Empire and non-Empire origin or of composite 
goods containing such sugar, the Empire and non-Empire 
proportions must, as hitherto. be furnished on the drawback 
claim. 


TINNED FRUITS. 


Fixep Rates or Customs Duty. 

The Board of Customs and Excise are prepared to con- 
sider applications for the approval of fixed rates of Customs 
duty on large and regular consignments of standard brands 
of imported Tinned Fruits, based on the percentage of sugar 
or other sweetening matter (exclusive of saccharin) used in 
the manufacture or preparation of the goods, as an alter- 
native to entry of the goods under the appropriate Tariff 
Rating. Applications tor fixed rates must be accompanied 
by a Declaration made by the importer or importing agent, 
which must be confirmed with the least possible delay by a 
Declaration and Undertaking given by the overseas manu- 
facturer, in the forms appended to this Notice. The Declar- 
ation and subsequent Undertaking must give the required 
details of each brand or mark of each description of fruit 
for which a fixed rate is sought. If the goods contain any 
sweetening matter other than sugar, the forms should be 
altered accordingly. 

Rates of duty will be fixed as soon as the Declaration 
made by the importer or 4mporting agent has been confirmed 
by official analysis of a sufficient number of samples drawn 
from current importations. In the meantime, the Revenue 
Officers at the ports concerned will be instructed to allow 
immediate delivery of the relative brands or marks, after 
sampling, on deposit of duty at the appropriate Tariff 
Ratings; the deposit will subsequently be adjusted when 
the Fixed Rates of duty have been approved by the Board. 


DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY THE IMPORTER OR IMPORTING 
AGENT. 
(a partner in) (firm) 
(a director of) the (company) 
eine ieee A cibaadkibemetiabdns apiteieade ee a ey Sener Te 
Se ee eT Te hereby declare on their behalf that 
is a correct statement of the composition of 





the undermentioned brands or marks of Tinned Fruits 
EE tin ctatccsusuns ceshedhieipniseeeneneceiciieaamela ee of 
Mate nneniheEnnbeKineeniddatedneenes and imported into the United 
i hs ital erdaini neu mbiatoad etnies ilenusseeNicie 


by that (company), the stated percentage of added sugar 
being calculated in each instance on the net weight of the 
contents ot the tin. 





Percentage of 
added Sugar. 


Brand or 


Mark. Description of Fruit. 





Signed 


eee eee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeerereeeereeeeeee 


see Peon eee eeeeeeeeeeeene 


DECLARATION AND UNDERTAKING TO BE GIVEN BY THE 
OveRSEAS MANUFACTURER. 

(a partner in) (firm) 

(a director of) the (company) 
db dcembiineepeiniheiecidéaenanmianidcs OD <dutshieictdnsetedaaiaubediniertedic 
hereby declare on their behalf that 
the following is a correct statement of the composition of 
the undermentioned brands or marks of Tinned Fruits 
packed by them and to be. imported into the United Kine- 
dom, the stated percentage of added Sugar being calculated 
In each instance on the net contents of the tin. 


i 


Brand or 
Mark. 


Percentage of 


Description of Fruit. added Sugar. 





rl 
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In consideration of the admission of the a bove-mentiong 
goods into the United Kingdom at the respective declaraj 
percentages without sampling of each consignment, by: 
subject to occasional sampling for official test, I herp, 
undertake on behalf of the said (name of firm or COM pany 
that due notice will be given to the Secretary ot the Bog»; 
of Customs and Excise at the Custom House, London. EC} 
England, before the composition of the goods is altered jy 
any detail. 








Signed ....... 
AUSTRALIA. 
PROHIBITION OF THE IMPORTATION OF 
CERTAIN BRUSHES, ETC. 


The *‘Connmonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 29th June 
publishes a Proclamation, dated 26th June, 1920, which prt 
hibits the importation into Australia of all brushes or tojle 
articles containing or made from animal hair, which hay 
been manutactured in Kastern or South-Eastern Asia, Ind 
Ceylon, Japan, the Kast Indian Islands, or the Philippine 
Islands, unless a certificate is produced within 60 days q 
the arrival of the goods in Australia from a respongbl 
official of the Health Department of the country of origin 
satisfactorily identifying them, and certifying that the haj 
contained in them or from which they are made yy 
effectively cleansed and disinfected before manufacture. 





RHODESIA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The “Briiish South Africa Company’s Government 
Gazette’ ot 9th July, 1920, contains copy of Notice No, 
354, giving a Supplementary List (No. 24) of Customs de 
cisions relative to the rates of duty leviable on yarioy 
articles on their importation into Southern Rhodesia. 

The following are the principal decisions :— 








| 
| | On goods the| On goods the 
| produce | 


| | produce 
| Or manufac- | or manufae 
ture of the ture of non: 


. of | Under the /|United King reciprocating 

lariff. General }dom and re- | ritish 

|Heading. Tariff. ‘ciprocating | Possessions, 
British 

Possessions. } 


| 
Articles. 
| 


—-—-— — Oe — - —- —-— ~ _- -_— — —_——— | ee 


rob 2) 





' & ™ 

Barley Kernels .. | pe r 100 Ib.2.9| « 2 2° 
Battiste, Proofed - ».| 193 | 20° ad val, 9°%% ad val. | 9% ad val, 
Black Badmintin dye (for} perimp.proof; {£1 10 o | {I 10 0 

leather) a - om 44c |gall.f{1 ro 0| £1 10 0 | f110 0 
Defectometer (for testing mag-| BB 

netos) - ~ ot ©6Ses | 20%, ad val. | 9% ad val. | 9% adval, 
Eggs, in the shell, liquid, fresh, | | 

frozen, or tinned; white or | 

volks of, separated, but not | 

further treated oy ..|  2r | per Ib. 1d.| rd. 1d, 
Egg, voke, desiccated; whit 

of, desiccated (albumen) 193 | 20% adval.| 9% adval. | 9% adv. 
Leather dressing substances: 

fat liquor nA +4 of 267 (CO Free. Fre Free. 
leather dyes : fustic and hema-| 

tine crystals .. be ot oer Ct Free, Free | Free. 
Novolineum (wood preservative)}| 193 | 20% adval.} 9% adval. | 9% advalf 
Parallel magnets (milling ma- 

chinery parts) - 11ga_ | 3% adval. Free. Free. 
Satinette sheeting (proofed) 193 | 20%, ad val. o ad val. 9% ad val, 

193 | 20% ad val. | 9%, ad val. | 9% ad wal, 


Solignum (wood preservative) | 





UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA—RHODESIA. 
PROTOCOL TO CUSTOMS AGREEMENTS. 


The Board ot Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copies of Protocols amending the Customs Agreements 
between the Union of South Africa and the territories of 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia, which came into opefa- 
tion on Ist January, 1915. 

Article iii (a) of the Customs Agreement, as subsequently 
amended, between the Union of South Africa and Northern 
Rhodesia, ts further amended to read as follows by Protocol 
date | 25th May and 4th June, 1920 :— 

‘‘In the case of spirits distilled in the Union, the Customs 
duty leviable on importation into Northern Rhodesia shall 
not exceed 21s, per imperial gallon not exceeding the strengt 
of proof, and so on in proportion to any greater strengt g 

The duty on oversea spirits felling under item 4e of the 
Tariff shall not be less than 30s. per imperial gallon, not 
exceeding the strength of proof, and no allowance shall be 
made by Northern Rhodesia for underproof as regards these 
spirits. 

Article iii (a) of the Agreement as subsequently amended 
between the Union of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia 
is similarly anended by Protocol dated 25th May and llth 








June, 1920. 
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Provision 1s also made in these Protocols for increasing 
the amounts to be paid by the Union of South Atrica to 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia in commutation of duty 
originally collected upon imported material used in the 
[nion manufactures removed to Southern and Northern 
Rhodesia respectively. | —_ 

The provisions Ol the Protocols shall continue in force 
yntil dist December, 1920, and thereafter for periods of 
twelve months, provided that either party may give notice 
pefore the 3lst December in any year of its intention to 
retire therefrom as from 30th June following such notice ; 
but shall be subject to ratification and confirmation of the 
Parliament of the Union of South Africa and to the further 
conditions of Article X of the original Agreements. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
IMPORT OF SUGAR CANE PLANTS. 


The ‘Federated Malay States Government Gazette” tor 
16th July, 1920, contains copy of Notification No. 2943, 
which states that sugar cane plants (Saccharum officinarum 
L) may be imported into the Federated Malay States only 
under the following conditions : — 

(1) All shipments shall be confined to material for plant- 
ing purposes only, and shall be accompanied by a 
certificate signed by an officer of the Government 
Department of Agriculture of the exporting 
country, or by any competent person therein pre- 
viously approved by the Director, to the effect 
that it was taken from healthy plants and was 
at the time of packing, so far as could be ascer- 
tained, free from pests. 

(2) The Director shall be notified of the arrival of all 
shipments of cane plants, and they shall be in- 
spected on landing before delivery by an Inspect- 
ing Officer, who shall have the power to destroy 
any diseased plants found, together with the 
packages, cases, pots or coverings in which the 
diseased plants may have been packed, or to order 
their disinfection, as he may think fit. 

(3) All imported cane plants shall be quarantined in 
nurseries from which no such plants shall be re- 
moved without the written permission of an In- 
specting Officer. 


FOREIGN. 


AUSTRIA. 
WITHDRAWAL OF EXPORT RESTRICTIONS. 


The British Commercial Commissioner at Vienna reports 
that the regulation requiring Austrian exporters to deliver 
to the Devisen-Zentrale the foreign currency obtained in 
payment for exported goods has been withdrawn so far as 
the following goods are concerned : — 

l, All goods which can be exported without licence, except 
articles made of precious metals; and works of art 
(from Tariff Categories XLIII and L) and postage 


stamps (Tariff No. 299). 














2. The following articles for which export licences are 
required : — 

Tariff No. 

290, 292-295 Coloured paper, photographic and other 


chemical paper, gilt and silvered paper, and 
wall paper. 


183-194 Cotton yarns and tissues, including velvet 
200-201 and ribbons; cotton hosiery and other 
knitted wares and articles of cotton for 
technical use, such as incandescent mantles, 
transmission belts, etc. 
oy Yarns; tissues, cordage, ete., of hemp, jute, 
cies fax and other vegetable materials, except 
“21, batiste, gauze, lawn; and other open-woven 
tissues, lace, tulle, etc., embroidery and 
passementerie. 
222-231 Yarn of wool and other animal hair; woollen 


233, 237-239  tissnes, including velvet and ribbons, hosiery 
and other knitted wares ot wool, carpets, 
felt and felt wares, and articles for technical 
purposes. 

= a Twist of silk, floss silk or artificial silk. 

6-259 Wares of half silk, not specially mentioned 
(not including passementerie, embroideries, 
tulle, gauze, lace, ete.), including velvet, 
hosiery, and other knitted wares, and 
ribbons. 
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Clothing, underclothing and other sewn 
articles of unspecified textile materials. 

Oiled cloths, and wares thereot. 

lfurriers’ wares. 

Machinery and apparatus, and parts thereot, 

(including electrical machines and appar- 

atus). 

634-639 Candles and soap. 

In the case of other goods the exportation of which is 
subject to licence, applications may be addressed to the 
Devisen-Zentrale for exemption from the delivery of export 
currency. 


274 
321-327 
345-346 


926-546 





BELGIUM. 
EXPORT OF APPLES AND PEARS. 


A Decree of the Belgian Ministry of Industry, Labour 
and Supply, dated 18th August, and published in the 
‘‘Moniteur Belge’ for 26th August, provides that, as from 
lst September, apples and pears may only be exported from 
Belgium under licence. 








RESTRICTION ON EXPORT OF LIVESTOCK 
AND PRODUCTS THEREOF. 

Owing to the existence of cattle plague in Belgium, the 
Belgian Ministry of Agriculture, by a Decree dated 12th 
August, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’ for 15th 
August, has prohibited the exportation and transit of 
livestock (cattle, pigs, horses, poultry, etc.), and of meat, 
hides and other animal products, straw, forage, and manure. 
Direct transit of such animals and products may, however, 
be effected in sealed waggons. 

The above prohibition has been modified by a Decree of 
ist September, which authorises the export and transit of 
hides which are allowed to be used in Belgium. 





BULGARIA. 





MEASURES TO PREVENT SPECULATION ; 
LIMITATION OF PROFITS; PRODUC- 


TION OF INVOICES. 

With reference to the notice under the above heading 
published at p. 291 of last week’s issue of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal,’’? the British High Commissioner at Sofia 
reports that a new Order, published on 8th July, permits 
large export houses to import goods into Bulgaria on pro- 
duction of their own invoices, without it being necessary for 
such invoices to be accompanied by a legalised copy of the 
original manufacturer’s invoice. 


a 


DENMARK. 


IMPORTATION OF ALMANACS AND 
CALENDARS; STAMP DUTY. 

In a recent despatch, H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
Copenhagen draws attention to the fact that the importa- 
tion of almanacs and calendars into Denmark is not pro- 
hibited, but that they are subject to stamping and stamp 
duty (the proceeds of which go to the University of Copen- 
hagen) in the same way as almanacs and calendars published 
in that country. In the case of ordinary almanacs, show- 
ing only the date, the stamp duty is 5 6re per almanac; if 
the almanac shows the phases of the moon, the duty is 10 
ére, while if it shows the dates of fairs, the duty is 16 ore. 
Should almanacs be imported in quantities of 50 or more 
at a time, a rebate of 20 per cent. is given on the stamp 
duty. 











FINLAND. 


WHICH NO EXPORT 
ARE REQUIRED. 
With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
p. 1388 of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 29th July last, 
the Board of Trade have received a translation of a further 

list of goods, published below, which can be exported from 

Finland without licence under an Order of the Finnish 
Ministry of Trade and Industry dated 7th July. It is pre- 
sumed that the currency reguiations still remain in force 
as regards the export of these goods, as of other goods on 

the ‘‘export free list.”’ 





GOODS FOR LICENCES 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





No. in Finnish 
Customs Tarift. 
Cr3o0 


Articles. 

Wood goods of fir or pine, unsawn, of all 
kinds, except pulp wood, pitprops, and fire- 
wood of all kinds. 

352 Bark of all kinds, not specially mentioned in 
the Tariff, except cork bark; cork dust, 
wood flour, wood shavings, wood wool and 
saw-dust. 

Pig iron (it the exporter is a Finnish manu- 
facturer or his authorised representative). 
Straw-cutters, pitch forks, hay forks and 
spades, and shovels, of Finnish manufacture. 
Planes for wood working, of all kinds, with 
irons, plane irons and chisels, not specially 
mentioned in the Tariff, turners’ chisels, of 

Finnish manufacture. 

Hammers, pickaxes, chisels, sledge-hammers, 
stonemasons’ tools, without handles, 
hatchets and broad axes, of all kinds. 

Skates and roller skates and parts thereof, of 
Finnish manutacture. 

O87 Razors of Finnish manufacture. 

588-590 Table knives and forks and clasp knives, of 

592-3 Finnish manufacture, except those with 
handles of ivory, mother-of-pearl], or tor- 
toise-shell, or gilt or silvered. 

Scissors, not specially mentioned in the 
Tariff, corkscrews, sugar tongs, nail 
clippers and nut-crackers, of Finnish manu- 
facture, except those oilt or silvered. 

609 Locks tor doors, furniture, portmanteaux, 
safes, padlocks and other locks of iron, even 
if with admixture of other common metals, 
With er without keys, and door stoppers, 
ot Finnish manufacture. 

Portable steam engines and steam rollers, of 
Finnish manufacture. 

Steam engines: steam and water turbines: 
benzine, petroleum, crude oil, gas and other 
Combustion or explosion motors, — of 
Finnish manufacture. 

Machine tools of all kinds, gas and oil fur- 
naces, presses, machines for plate working, 
and other machines for working metals, of 
Finnish manufacture. 

Wood working machines, of Finnish manu- 
facture. 

Machines for the paper industry, of Finnish 
manufacture. 

Ashestos. asbestos powder and mica. 

Tar water. 

Pitch oil. 


283-554 


598-594 


681-682 


83-685 


GR6-688 


689-690 
6494-696 
er 735 


ex S41 
ex S865 





IMPORT RESTRICTIONS (IMPORT AND 
CURRENCY LICENCES). 

The following particulars regarding the import restriction 
regime now in operation in Finland are based on a despatch 
recently received from H.M. Consul at Helsingfors. 

In order to import goods into Finland it is necessary to 
secure (1) a ‘“‘currency licence’ (for all goods) and (2) an 
‘“Gmport licence” (for all goods other than those on the 
“Free List,” particulars of which were given in the issues 
of this ‘“Journal’’ for 16th October 1919 (pages 489-491), 
23rd October, 1919 (p. 516) and 29th January, 1920 (p. 
164) ). These licences are issued solely by the Currency 
Board, in consultation with the Board of Trade and In- 
dustry where necessary, on the application of the Finnish 
importer. British exporters should refrain from shipping 
goods to Finland until they are assured that the relevant 
licence has been granted. 

Permission to import is necessary in all cases, even if the 
goods are included in the so-called ‘‘Free List,’’? the only 
difference being that when the goods are on the ‘‘Free List’’ 
the Currency Board do not consult the Board of Trade and 
Industry, but merely have to decide as to the question of 
currency. Thus the Finnish importer, in order to import 
goods on the ‘‘Free List,’’ must submit an application to 
the Currency Board stating that he desires to import such 
goods, and whether he requires currency to pay for them 


CUSTOMS REGULATIUNS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continuecd. 





Generally speaking, import licences are granted pq. 
readily for goods intended to be used for productive PUP pose 
as foodstuffs, raw materials, semi-manufactured goods, tog) 
machinery, etc., which are supplied from the respectiy, 
countries of production. In granting licences special attey. 
tion has been given to the countries to which Finnish god 
are exported, and much importance is also attached to 4, 
value of the Finnish mark in the country from which jt; 
intended to import the goods. 


FRANCE. 
WOOD PROHIBIT 


The French ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ for Ist and 2nd Septem) 
contains Decrees dated 14th and 22nd August, respective) 
in virtue of which the exportation and re-exportation (afte 
warehousing, transit and transhipment) from France , 
walnut and oak, squared or sawn, with the exception ¢ 
veneering, i.e., cut or sawn wood less than 3 mm. thick 
No. 128 of the Customs Tariff) is prohibited as from th 
date of publication of the Decrees. 

Exceptions from this provision may be authorised on cop. 
ditions to be determined by the Minister of Finance, 








EXPORT OF CERTAIN 


EXPORT OF RICE PERMITTED. 
The ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) tor 3rd September contaiy: 
a Presidential Decree, dated 25th August, which abrogats 
the provisions of the Decree of 28th August, 1919, ins 
far as concerns rice, as from 3rd September. The exper 
and re-export of rice from France is now, therefore, allowed 
without licence. 





FRENCH CAMEROONS. 


CUSTOMS REGIME THE SAME AS [I 
FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA. 

The French ‘‘Journal Officiel”’ for 28th August contains 
Presidential Decree, dated 7th August, which provides that 
the provisions of the Decree of 11th October, 1912, fixix 
the import and export duties to be levied in French Equ. 
torial Africa (except the Gaboon Territory) are to be applic. 
able in the French part of the Cameroons. All measure 
modifying or completing the Decree in question are similarly 
to be applied to the French Cameroons. (Hitherto the 
Customs regime existing under German administration has 
been applied in that portion of the Cameroons occupied by 
France.) 

Particulars as to the rates of duty leviable under the 
Tariff of French Equatorial Africa, now extended to Freneh 
Cameroons, may be obtained from the Department of Over 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 








FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


APPLICATION OF THE ‘** MINIMUM ” TARIF! 

TO GOODS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM 

A Notification from the French Ministry for the Colonie, 
published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for 1st September, 
announces the approaching withdrawal of the temporary 
relaxation, accorded during the war, of the condition @ 
“direct transport” attaching to the application of th 
‘“Minimum’’ Tariff to goods imported into Indo-China. 
The nature of the concession which was made in respect 
goods of United Kingdom origin shipped from this county 
to Indo-China, was fully explained in the notice at p. 51 
the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 24th August, 1916. 

A translation of the Notification of 1st September is sub 
joined. It will be observed that goods shipped to Indo-China 
prior to 15th October, 1920, will be entitled to the “Min: 
mum’’ Tariff rates on the conditions which were set up® 
a temporary measure during the war. Goods shipped on and 
after the date mentioned must comply with the pre-wa 





condition of ‘‘direct transport” in order to secure the ‘Min: 


mum’’ Tariff in Indo-China. 
Notice to Exporters issued by the French Ministry for ™ 
Colomes. 





| . ia he 
During the war the rule of direct transport could not’ 
strictly applied in the relations between France and Inde 
China. “ 


or not. 

In the case of other goods the import of which is not 
absolutely prohibited, the Finnish importer must apply to 
the same Board for an import and currency licence. If 
currency is not required he should say so. The most 
important factor in influencing the granting or withholding (1) goods of United Kingdom origin transported ® 
of a licence for goods of this description is whether currency Indo-China on English, French or Japane* 
is required or not. In the latter case licences are more vessels with transhipment at Singapore or Hone: 


kong. 


In order to assure the supply of goods to thi 
Colony, it was necessary to establish relaxations of the ml 
in favour of :— 


easily obtained. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





(2) goods exported from France to Indo-China by way 
of Great Britain; 

(3) Guinea cloths from the French Establishments in 
India sent therefrom to Indo-China via Calcutta 
and Colombo. 

Maritime relations between France and Indo-China being 
at the present time regularly established, these relaxations 
are suppressed. Nevertheless, by way of transitory arrange- 
ment, consignments of goods shipped to Indo-China prior to 
ith October, 1920, will be accorded the benefit of the pre- 
y10us régimé. 





GERMANY. 
IMPORT OF MAIZE, MAIZE FODDER, ETC. 


The ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 30th August contains 
an Order, dated 25th August, in virtue of which the follow- 
ing articles may be imported into Germany without licence 
as from lst September : — 

No. in German 





Customs Tariff. 

ey 7 Maize. 

ery 7, 1938, 197 Maize sprouts of malted maize; maize sprouts 
with the oil extracted, and maize sprouts 
containing oil, even dried or powdered. 


ey 192 Maize bran, even compressed, only fit for 
cattle fodder. 

ex 193 Residues from the production of maize oil. 

er 194 Residues from the production of maize starch, 


only fit for cattle fodder, ‘‘maisolin”’ ; 
‘‘Maizena’”’ feed (a so-called gluten fodder), 
a waste product from the production of 
maize starch, only fit for cattle fodder. 
The above articles must be notified by the importer or 
receiver Within three days after import to the Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture (Berlin). 





IMPORT OF AGAVE AND COCONUT FIBRES 
SUBJECT TO LICENCE. 

A German Proclamation of 22nd August, published in 
the “Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ on lst September, provides 
that agave and similar fibres and coconut fibres may, as 
from 5th September, only be imported into Germany under 
licence. 

[The fibres in question were formerly included in the 
“import free list’’—see pages 414-5 of the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 18th March last.] 





GREECE. 


DUTY-FREE ADMISSION OF CERTAIN 
MARINE SALVAGE MACHINERY, 

The Greek Government Gazette of 26th June last con- 
tamed a Law (No. 2284), dated 23rd June (old style), which 
authorises the Ministry of Finance to exempt from import 
duty machinery and implements which have been imported 
amee Ist January, 1915 (old style), for the purpose of 
raising ships, belonging to Greek subjects, which have been 
mk in Greek waters. The Law further provides that anv 
import duties paid since Ist January, 1915 (old style), in 
respect of such machinery are to be returned to the im- 
porters, 








ITALY. 


YyY >’ ’ % . y -ry ‘ , 

FURTHER AMENDMENTS OF 

PROHIBITIONS. 

Further amendments of the Italian export prohibitions 
ave been notified by H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome 
“nce the publication of the notice at pages 196-7 of the issue 
_ “Board of Trade Journal’ for 12th August. The 
t sie ; . ’ . © 

ering goods may, until further notice, be exported from 
‘aly without the necessity of obtaining a Ministerial licence 
ih each case: 

Potatoes (H.M. Commercial Secretary reports, under 
date 25th August, that export restrictions will be 
removed in a few days). 

Garden produce and fresh vegetables in general, includ- 
ing tomatoes, 

G d . ‘ ° ° ° 

arden beet seeds (a licence is, however, required in 
the case of sugar-beet seeds). 

Coffee (re-export allowed of coffee lving in bond). 

Betanaphthol (tar derivative). 





ENXNPORT 





i 
| 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 








Shoemakers’ glue (composed of mixture of strong glue 
(cervione) with about 30 per cent. of wheat flour). 

Medicated olive oil—provided that a _ corresponding 
quantity of pure olive oil is imported before, or 
at the same time as, the medicated olive oil is 
exported. 

Sewing cotton. 

The Customs Authorities have been authorised to permit 
the export, without licence, of biscuits which have been 
manufactured expressly for export from wheat flour which, 
as a temporary measure, Italian biscuit manufacturers have 
been permitted to import. 

On the other hand, the Ministry of Finance has announced 
that the following goods may be exported from Italy only 
under licence : — 

Dried hare and rabbit skins in the hair. 
Galvanised, coppered, tinned, etc. iron wire and plates. 





JAPAN. 





MODIFICATIONS OF CUSTOMS TARIFF; 
“ ANTI-DUMPING” CLAUSE. 

With reference to recent notices in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ regarding the passage by the Japanese Diet of 
a measure to prevent dumping and to amend the Japanese 
Customs Tariff, the Board of Trade have now received from 
H.M. Embassy at Tokio a complete translation of the amend- 
ments made in the Japanese Tariff and Tariff Law by the 
recent measure. These alterations, which took effect on Ist 
August, are given below. 

Anti-dumping.—The following clause is added to Art. V. 
of the Tariff Law (of 15th April, 1910) :— 

“If any important industry in this country is 
‘threatened with injury on account of the import of 
‘‘ooods sold at an unfair price or the sale at an unfair 
“price of goods already imported, such goods may, on 
“the recommendation of the ‘Dumping’ Investigation 
“Commission, in accordance with the provisions of an 
‘“Tmperial Ordinance, be charged with duties not exceed- 
“ing the fair price of the goods, within the limits 
‘specified by the Commission, in addition to the duties 
‘Jeviable under the annexed Tariff f.e., the Japanese 
“Customs Tariff). 

“Tn respect of goods specified under the provisions of 
“the foregoing clause which, having already been im- 
‘‘ported, are the property of, or in the possession of, a 
‘“ ‘dumper’ or his agent, the surtax may be levied on 
‘‘such dumper or his agent, in accordance with the pro- 
‘visions of the foregoing clause, such surtaxes will be 
‘collected in accordance with the regulations for the 
“collection of the national taxes.” 

Duty-free Goods.—Nos. 4 and 23 of Article VII of the 
Tariff Law (which gives a list of goods exempt from import 
duty) have been amended to read as follows :— 

4. (a) Mineral oils for use as fuel imported by the 
Government ; 

(b) Mineral oils to be used directly as fuel, with a 
specific gravity exceeding 0°904 at 15°C. This 
applies only to oils which have been imported with 
the permission of the Government according to the 
provisions of an Imperial Ordinance. 


23. Animals for breeding, and protective serum or 
vaccine against animal plague, imported by the 


State, Prefectures and other public bodies, or indus- 
trial juridical persons specified by the Government, 
or by persons who have obtained permission from 
the Government. 
Goods for re-export.—Article VITT of the Tariff Law pro- 
vides for the duty-free admission of certain goods if they 
are to be re-exported within one year, providing that security 
is given for the amount of the duty. This Article has been 
amended so that security ‘‘may be required to be deposited”’ 
instead of ‘‘must be deposited,’’ and by the addition of the 
following to the list of goods covered by the Article :— 
Articles imported for display at exhibitions, fairs, com- 
petitions or prize shows. 

Import Tariff Alterations.—The subjoined statement shows 
the amendments which have been made in the import tariff, 
the old rates being given for purposes of comparison. <Ad- 
ditions to the text of former tariff headings are shown in 
italic tvpe, and old matter now deleted is shown in square 
brackets. 

(The statement supersedes that given at page 226 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for 19th August.) 
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} ' No ‘ ] bd € » 
. Shells of logger head (C aouana caretta) or’ *Rate of auty not altered. 
of green turtle (Chelonia viridis), known as| 
‘ako” 
A. Dorsel shells .. 5 35 anes LUXEMBURG. 
B. Marginal shells 1 - I 30 «| a 
C. Other .. ” ” - .-| 16 70 | — aan ; 
f 4 j 7 ~ } 17 ry rT) ‘ VO Y 
ak ew a 95 ~ LIST OF ARTICLES WHICH MAY BE 
Other >* os ce » ‘ .| 10°, ad val. — 7/ Tas’ nw ,rnm ~ rT YIVAT SIT 
- neh g he ng EXPORTED WITHOUT LICENCE. 
7 — -y incan or barrel =... | EO | Free In virtue of a Grand Ducal Decree, dated 26th July, the 
10 | Animal fats: | . . : a . : i ee ‘+h. 
(2) Beef tallow .. a ee eee Free. following products may be exported from Luxemburg with 
per,100 ain. out an export licence : — 
> / inc ing lz ) ra) SO | Oo SO , > , 
_ 3 Vegetable tallow or roy obtained from| ! A 1. Donkeys and mules; horses (male and female) of any 
; the ‘seeds of the [{* Stillingia sebifera ld ‘ age, except stallions for riding purposes ; bones. 
(2) : Feces ale, agi ar moet ee oe. we ” 2. Alcohol, brandy; beer, white wine, coffee and coffee 
«/) eke i ‘ i erie €| ~ . . ° . 
seeds of the ** Stillingia sebtfera” .. pan 00 Free substitutes ; condiments, except salt; straw, seeds of 
123 | Liquorice na vs ia a - = sve clover and grasses; tea. 
125 | Ipecacuanha root - - ..| 82 00 Fre = st tes: 
127 Cassia and cinnamon bark - ~ ..| 20% ad val. Free 3. Asbestos and asbestos wares: tobac co, elgars, cigar‘ ’ 
| | Per 100 ken. | tanning bark; cork and cork wares; “linoleum ; gela- 
128 ' (1) Cinchona bark -~ 6 65 | Fre ‘ 2 . ; 
| (2) Coca leaves and jaborandi and pat houli tinous plants ; liquori ice root; resin. ' 
| leaves - - - 2s : F - |  Free.* 4. Asphalt, white lead, candles, cement, polishes of a 
| r 100 kin. . 
—p ‘ae 8< — kinds, wax and wax products, emery, emery stones, 
130 Rhubarb - --| 2 60 Free. emery paper, explosives of all kinds, gra phite, lubri- 
132 (2) ain and bitt r almons stones... a | i. eating oils, lacquer, lithophone, inc candescent gas 
5 c ee ee ee} se | ° : ; 
133 | Ergot ofrye ,..  .. «. +s ss | 30 | Ere, mantles, mastic, red bes id, oc ponies “ ing 8 stones, {ree 
14I | (2) Liquorice extract. ve - al n.s. | 10% ad val. 5] tical ro 
151 | (2) Bromine e .| MS. — | 35% ad val. raccine, serum and all phy of pharmaceutical Pp 
157 | Salicylic and acetyl salicylic acid -.| II 60 | 35% ad val. ducts. 
159 { Picric acid.| This heading is delete d. a! - ‘ ‘ale far elec 
> | | Oo > . > . ‘ %< * . ene OT e ec 
172 Salicy late of [soda] sodio-theobromine I4 10 | 35° 4d val. wu Elect ical and motol apparatus and materials I Aes 
179 | [Bromide of potash] her bromides acid, ser trical installations, orthopedic apparatus, pe 
other bromides not otherwi se| . . , 
| Sane tar" and oe ' . a 10 60 | as% ad val. graphic apparatus and accessories, motor cars al 
| | er litre. |" per litre. traction engines fitted with bodies, clocks and watches, 
07 | ee * e- ee 0 73 | I ) ° 1 ri ¢ 
197 | Alcohol .. | 2 | a medical instruments, machines af all kinds and spare 
198 | De-natured alcohol o* - je of . @ 73; +! 00 : . cof cars 
| | per 100 kin. | parts therefor, bicycles and parts therefor, 
206 | Antifebrin. --| IE 00 | 35%ad.val. iages with coach work. 
215 | [Aniline salt or hy drochlorate of aniline -| 2 75) | See below. rag tn . 1 sachine 
- 4 [Notr.—The exportation of used machines and 0 





* Rates of duty not altered. +The reduced rates of duty for vermouth and marsala, 
for light wines (up to 14% alcohol), and for sparkling wines, provided for by the 
I rench and Italian Treaties with Japan remain in force for imports of such wines 


Tom countries cntitled to the Japanese “‘ Conventional” Tariff. 


and Ducal 


parts was made subject to licence by a Gr 
Decree of 20th August. ] 
6. Manufactured and semi-manufactured articles of iron 
and steel. 


vr 
9. 




















Free, 
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Free, 
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Wood for wheelwrights and carriage makers, wood tor 
barrels, brushes and brush-making accessories ; ie 
tar; new or secondhand furniture, wooden wares, 
railway sleepers. 

Leather straps, leather waste and gloves. 

») Waste of hemp, wool and cotton ; flax. | | 

10 Cardboard and cardboard boxes; celluloid, chemical and 

mechanical; paper bags. 

11. Lime, raw or ground, 


7. 





EXPORT TAN ON IRON ORES AND IRON 
WARES. 
, Luxemburg Ministerial Decree, dated 24th August, 
“¢ as from Ist September and until further notice, the 
t on iron ore and iron wares as shown below. 
August are shown in brackets : — 
Rate of Export Tax. 


fixes, 
export taxes On 190! 
The rates levied Curing 


Articles, Francs. per 100 kilogs. 
a ) 

(a) Cast MOM .....eeeeeeee sees esters serene 25 (30) 
(b) Semi-manufactured iron and steel 

(ingots, bars, billets. sheets. 

shapes, Wire, etC.) .........66+++. 40 (50) 
i) Waste and scrap iron and steel 25 (25) 
i ° ; . 
4d) Iron ore, minette, slag from fur- 

naces and rolling mills _......... 0-40 (0-40) 





NETHERLANDS. 


WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 
CONVENTION. 

The Board ot Trade are informed, through the Foreign 
Office, that the denunciation by the Netherlands Government 
of the International Sugar Convention of 5th March, 1902, 
came into force on lst September, and that, as from that 
date, Certicates of Origin for sugar are no longer required 
by the Netherlands Customs. 





SUGAR 








NORWAY. 
IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


With reference te the notice at page 259 of the *‘Board 
of Trade Journal” for 26th August, respecting the prohibi- 
tion of the importation of various goods into Norway, the 
Board of Trade understand, from information which has 
been received from H.M. Minister at Christiania, that the 
prohibition attaching to silk goods covers blouses and other 
articles of clothing made of silk or mixed silk, but does not 
cover clothing (otherwise not prohibited) which is merely 
lined with silk. The prohibition on made-up furriers’ wares 
is not applicable to apparel and other articles which are 
merely trimmed with fur. 


PORTUGAL. 
REGULATIONS AFFECTING ENPORTS. 


The Portuguese ‘‘Diario do Governo’’ for 26th August con- 
tas a Decree (No. 6859), dated 26th August, modifying the 
provisions previously in force restricting the exportation of 
goods from Portugal. A complete translation of this Decree 
is given below. 

The present Decree appears to reduce still further the list 
ot goods which can only be exported under licence. As noted 
in the issue of this ‘‘Journal’? for 24th June (p. 846), certain 
articles were exempted from the formality of an export 
licence by a Decree (No. 6678) of 14th June, and a Decree 
No, 6793] of 16th July exempted further goods from that 
formality, 

The export surtaxes established by earlier Decrees would, 
however, appear to remain in force, except in so far as they 
are amended by Article 5 of the present Decree. 











Translation of Decree No. 6859 of 26th August, 1920. 
Ait. 1.—The exportation to Portuguese Colonies of all 
goods, except the following, is permitted without licence : — 
Alimentary pastes. Hams and other cured meat. 


Bacon. Lard. 

Butter. Olive oil. 

Cereals, Potatoes. 

Cheese. Ship5s biscuit. 
“Enchidos.’? Sugar. 


Flour and meal (except those Vegetables, fresh and dried. 
for medicinal purposes), 
The goods specified above remain subject to licence, which 


W] ! 
- be granted, in preference, for exports destined for 
nsumers’ Co-operative Societies. 














Art. 2.—The exportation to foreign countries of all goods, 

except those specified below, is permitted without licence: — 

Goods the exportation of which is prohibited by Law. 

Goods specified in Article 1 for the Portuguese Colonies. 

Meat and meat products, preserved. 

Chestnuts, fresh and dried. 

Charcoal. 

Onions. 

Flax fibre. 

Wools (in the grease or washed), except coarse wool (la 

churra). 
Machines and apparatus, new or used. 
Raw materials for preparing, dressing, printing or dye- 
ing yarns, fabrics, hides and skins, 

Cods’ roe in brine. 

Straw and other forage. 

Phosphorus matches. 

Cattle hices or skins weighing less than 30 kilogrammes. 
Sacks of any fabric, empty, and covers or packages of 

any tabric for packing. 

Fish, fresh or salted. 

Tobacco of Portuguese production. 

Tomatoes. 

The exportation of hides and skins* weighing more than 
2) kilogrammes each, coarse wool, and woollen rags and list, 
may only take place after presentation to the Customs of a 
certificate, issued by the Technical Office, approved by the 
Ministry of Commerce and Communications, respecting the 
examination of the goods. 


*A Decree (No. 6794), dated Lith July, was published in 
the ‘‘Diario do Governo”’ on the 30th July, providing for the 
examination, by an expert approved by the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Communications, of the packing of exported hides 
and skins. As regards the provisions relating to the techni- 
cal examination of coarse wool and of woollen rags and list, 
see the notices in the issues of this ‘Journal’ for 13th 
November, 1919 (pp. 605-6) and 3rd June, 1920 (pp. 747-8). 


Such export may take place through any Customs Station 
or Office. 

Art. 3.—The exportation of the following goods is per- 
mitted, subject to the compensatory imports noted : — 

Hides and skins weighing less than 30 kilogrammes 
and skins not specially mentioned—with a compen- 
satory import of calf skins or other skins used in 
Portuguese industries, to be distributed by the State 
and producers’ Co-operative Establishments, and, 
in exceptional cases, of foodstuffs of prime necessity. 

Gold and silver wares—subject to the importation of an 
equal weight of fine metal, 

Fabrics and hosiery of wool and cotton, in the piece— 
subject to the compensatory importation of the 
corresponding raw material. 

The quality, quantity, sale price, time of importation and 
other conditions shall be fixed in each special case. 

The export licence reterred to in this article may only 
be used after the interested party has effected the importa- 
tion incumbent upon him or has duly given a guarantee to 
the Customs Authorities to effect such import within a 
specified period. 

Art. 4.—Provisions destined for the crews and passengers 
of Portuguese ships shall leave the country without payment 
of surtax, and those destined for foreign ships, up to 
the next port of call, shall pay half the surtax in force. 

Art. 5.—The export surtaxes on the following goods are 
fixed as follows :— 

Essence of turpentine—20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Pineapples—3 per cent. ad valorem. 

Coarse wool, in the grease or washed—10 centavos per 
kilogramme. 

Pit props with bark—maximum diameter 30 centimetres 
and more than 2 metres and less than 2:75 metres 
in length—4:50 escudos per ton. 

Ordinary wood, sawn, in bundles, for boxes or barrels, 
up to 1:70 metres in length—1-50 escudos per ton. 

Ordinary wood sawn for building, beams and rafters, 
hewn with the axe, of any thickness or diameter—6 
escudos per ton. 

Telegraph posts—18 escudos per ton. 

Whale oil—12 centavos per kilogramme. 

Oils and oilseeds (re-export)—5 per cent. ad valorem. 

Wood pulp (chemical pulp)—10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Chicory root—4 centavos per kilogramme. 

Resins and derivatives thereof (except essence of turpen- 
tine)—30 per cent. ad valorem. 

‘‘Sucata de cupro-niquel’’—100 per cent. ad valorem. 

Willows. unmanufactured—50 centavos per kilogramme. 

Art. 6.—The exportation of wood by land or from the ports 
on the mainland of the Republic and the Islands of the 
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Administrative Districts of the Azores and Madeira, and 
the transport of wood between the ports of the Islands, 1s 
prohibited with the following exceptions : — . 

(1) The exportation of wooden wares is permitted. 

(2) The exportation of pit props with the bark is per- 
mitted, subject to compensatory import, within 
a fixed period, of coal to the weight of at least 
half the weight of the pit props exported. 

(3) The exportation of unworked wood may be per- 
mitted, subject to a compensatory import of goods 
of prime necessity, within a period to be fixed, 
and in qualities and quantities to be specified in 
each case. 

The export licences referred to in (2) and (3) of this 
Article may only be used subject to the provisions of the 
final paragraph of Article 3 of this Decree. 

Art. 7.—The exportation of goats, sheep and cattle (except 
bulls for fighting), breeding birds and eggs, is prohibited. 

Art. 8.—The granting of export, re-export, and import 
licences is a matter exclusively for the Ministry of Commerce 
and Communications, through the Direction General of 
Commerce and Industry, except in the case of licences for the 
import and re-export of goods forming the cargo of ex- 
German ships (which falls under the Ministry of Finance, 
Direction General of Customs) and import licences (coming 
under the Council controlling Commerce and Exchange). 

This provision shall not apply to licences for the importa- 
tion of goods which are, or may be, under the control of 
the Supply Commission, including, inter alia, sugar, rice, 
potatoes and wheat. 

Art. 9.—Goods subjected to increased export surtaxes 
under Article 5 of this Decree shall be subject to the surtaxes 
formerly in force if the parties concerne dsubmit to the 
Director-General of Commerce and Industry, within 10 days 
of the publication of this Decree, documentary proof that 
the goods were sold and paid for by that date. 

Art. 10.—This Decree abrogates all contrary provisions, 
and comes into force at once in so far as concerns the pro- 
visions of Articles 1 to 5, 7 to 9, and after a period of 
eight days from the publication in the ‘‘Diario do Governo,”’ 
in so far as regards the provisions of Article 6. 


SPAIN. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
p. 261 of the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 26th August, 
the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid”’ for 29th August contains a Royal 
Order, dated 28th August, which fixes at 26°71 per cent. for 
the month of September, the rate of surcharge in respect of 
import and export duties, Customs fines, ete., paid in 
Spanish silver coins or in notes of the Bank of Spain. 

In virtue of a Royal Order dated 20th August, the pay- 
ment of the import duty on foreign sugar is not to be subject 
to any surcharge. 














IMPORTATION OF SUGAR. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid”’ for 27th August contains a Royal 
Order, dated 24th August, providing that the period 
during which sugar may be imported into Spain at the 
reduced rate of duty of 35 pesetos per 100 kilogs. (see the 
Royal Order of 9th June, noted at p. 848 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’? for 24th June) shall be extended to 31st 
December next. During the same period the tax (arbitrio) 
on sugar in the ‘‘free ports’’ of the Canaries is also to be 
at the same rate of 35 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 

Should’ the Spanish Government consider it necessary to 
increase the duty before the end of this period, one month’s 
notice is to be given in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid.’’ 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The following is the substance of some recent decisions by 
the United States Court of Customs Appeals respecting the 
application of the Tariff Act of 1913 :— 





Paragraph 


of the 
Tariff Rate 
Articles. under which of 
dutiable. Duty 
Unhleached Canvas.—Unbleached cotton duck or 
canvas, about 28} to 30} inches wide, having a sing] 
blue warp thread equally visible on both surfaces 
and running lengthwise of the fabric about an inch 
from each edge, the blue thread serving only for 
a marginal guide in making up the fabric and not 
affecting the cloth either as to price, strength, or 
embellishment, is to be classified as nof coloured. 
T.D. 38355.] .. cs - = a + 252 From 7} to 


274°) ad val.* 


! 
| 
| 
| 
i 
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| 
’ } 
Articles. 


| 





Forced-draught Fans.—Forced-draught fans, with 
engines attached, completely finished for the 
forcing of air through  heater-boxes into. the} 


furnace boxes of vessels, are not entitled to duty-free} 
admission as materials for American vessels within} 
Subsection 5, paragraph J, Section IV., of the Tariff. 
They are finished manufactures, and are classified| 
under paragraph 167,as miscellaneous metal articles. 
[T.D. 38,356.] .. ‘ 


} 
' 


Crushed Limestone.—Limestone crushed to diameters] 


: 38,359] F *e . A ee *- ee ee} 
ES Hemp Chenille —Merchandise known as hemp chenille, | 


Hydrogenated Fish O1l.—Fish oil which has been har- 


of from one-sixteenth inch to 4 inches to facilitate| 
transportation, and needing to be subjected to other| 
manufacturing processes before being used, is ad- | 
missible free of duty under paragraph 614 of the, | 


Tariff, as “limestone, unmanufactured.” [T.D 


| 
| 


made on a machine by braiding one hemp and_ two) 
cotton threads and contemporaneously cutting the| 
hemp thread so that the finished product is two! 
tightly twisted cotton threads with pieces of hemp! 
thread sticking through the twists is not classifiable| 
under paragraph 335 of the Tariff, but as “ braids’’| 
or ** plaits,”’ under paragraph 284, as a manufacture| 
of hemp. [T.D. 38,372 

| 
| 


dened by chemically adding to its hydrogen content, 
its essential characteristics remaining unchanged,| 
is classifiable under paragraph 44 of the Tariff,| 
as fish oil, and not under paragraph 5 as a| 
chemical compound, or under paragraph 498 as| 
miscellaneous, not chemically compounded grease, | 
such as is commonly used in soap making or in wire! 
drawing or for stuffing or dressing leather. [T.D.) 
35,374.] oe ee os ° oe] 


Spare parts for Marine Engines.—Standardised marine} 


engine parts for American-built vessels are entitled to! 
admission free of duty under subsection 5, paragraph! 

, Section LV., of the Tariff, as materials necessary| 
tor the building of the machinery of American vessels, | 
except that, where one importation includes enough| 
of such parts (and more besides) to build one com-| 
plete engine, that portion should be classified as an} 
engine, and is properly assessed with duty as manu-| 
factures of metal under paragraph 167 (20% ad} 
valorem). One importation of spare or duplicate 
parts for an engine already installed on an} 
American vessel is entitled to free entry as “ outfit| 
and equipment ” for American vessels. 


Ferrostlicon.—Low-grade ferrosilicon, originated as a 


INTERNAL REVENUE 





by-product in the manufacture of aluminous abra-| 
Sives, known commercially as ferrosilicon and chiefly! 
used in the manufacture of ordinary basic steel, is| 
classifiable as “* ferrosilicon” under paragraph 102/ 
of the Tariff, notwithstanding that there is a much| 
higher grade, made to specifications and bette! 
adapted tothe making of steel. [I.D. 38,401] 








Lf.D. 38,384!.| 


ee 
*According to the numter of the yarns contained 


Paragraph 


ot the 
Tariff 
| under which) Rp... 
dutiable. |  p,,. 
rel 
107 | 20° a 
} 
OI4 I 
254 3594 
44 (3 cents, 
| gallo 
| 
Io2 T5 vo Os Py 





EXCISE TARIFF CHANGES, 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 








SPIRITS, ETC., FOR 


DUTIES ON TOBACCO, 
1920. 
The Argentine ‘‘Boletin Oficial’ for 23rd July conta 


the text of a Law (No. 11024), dated 13th July, which pr 
vides that, until the 3lst December next, the internal reveuli 
duties on wines, beer, spirits and alcohol, matches, and 
playing cards, whether made in the Republic or importe( 


are to be paid at the rates shown below. 


In many cases 


the rates fixed by the Law do not differ very much from thos 
previously in force, but, as noted at page 169 of the issue 
of this ‘‘Journal’’ for 5th August, the duty on whisky has 
been increased from 60 centavos to 2} pesos per litre bottle, 


and various other duties have been modified. 


The complete 


list of duties now in force is given, for convenience of refet- 


ence. 

Wine— : 
Pesos. Uts 
Paper Currey. 
Genuine wines (national or imported) q 
except those specified below Litre 0 % 
Wines “de pasas ” . 0% 
“Petiot ” wines 0 
Re-inforced wines ies - ie Qu 
Wines originating in Champagne— ss 
In bottles up to } litre ud Bottle 9 . 
In bottles more than 4 up to $ litre 3 0 # 
In bottles more than 4 up to 1 litre 1 ; 

In bottles more than 1 up to 2 litres ,» 2 

Wines of the Champagne type, and spark- 

ling wines wherever produced :— 19 
In bottles up to } litre das r 0 Po 
In bottles more than { up to $4 litre 0 5) 
In bottles more than 4 up to 1 litre ” cA 
In receptacles of more than 1 litre Litre 0 * 
Cyders, of national or foreign production— ) OD 
In bottles up to ¢ litre bios ... Bottle . a 
In bottles more than 4 up to 4 litre ‘ 0 05 
In bottles more than 4 up to 1 litre zs 0 
Litre Q k 


In receptacles of more than 1 litre 














9, 1994 


~ i 
H ANGEs 


9 > e * 
3 Cents. ~ 
" - 


15 “io Gata. 





ES. 


JBACCO, 


y contalls 
which pr 
al revent 
tches, and 
imported, 
any Cases. 
from those 
the issue 
hisky has 
tre bottle, 
- complete 
> of refer: 


esi S. Cts 
Currency. 
00: 
(i 
08 


00 
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Artificial beverages 
Whisky 
rettes.—In packets sold at the price ot— 
Up to 10 centavos inclusive 

«a 

“4a 

> oO 

, 00 

45 ™ 

,, 00 " i“ 

, 1 peso inclusive Me 

1 peso 25 centavos inclusive 


- 
Liga 
— 


es) 93 


Packets sold at more than 1 peso 25 cen- 


tavos pay an additional tax of 5 centavos 
for each 10 centavos, or fraction of 10U 
centavos, in excess of 1 peso 25 centavos. 
The net weight of each packet ig limited 
to 15 grammes, and packets must not 
contain more than 12 cigarettes. Im- 
ported packets of cigarettes may contain 
more than 12 cigarettes, but for the 
purpose of levying the internal tax each 
15 grammes (net weight) or fraction 
thereof will be reckoned as a packet. 
‘igars.— 7 oat 
Each packet containing up to o Clgars, 
weighing not more than 4.2 kilogs per 
1,000, and sold at a price up to 5 cen- 
tavos per packet (including tax) 
Each cigar sold at a pnice (including 
tax) of — 
Up to 5 centavos (the cigars must not 
weigh more than 7 kilogs net per 
1,000) wi 
Up to 8 centavos ... 
‘a i 


at 
| 20 
25 
., 30 
4. 35 
,, BO 
3 00 
9 5 90 


5° **e 
1 peso 25 centavos 


Cigars of which the sale price (in- 


cluding tax) exceeds 1 peso 25 

centavos pay an additional 

tax of 5 centavos for each 10 

centavos or fraction of 10 

centavos above that price. 
Tobacco.— 

Manufactured tobacco, coarse or fine 
cut, or powdered (snuff) and plug 
or twist tobacco, the selling price 
(including tax) per kilog being— 

Up to 34 pesos 

- - - 

eo 

. «ae “ 

i oo ae 

More than 24 pesos 
Beer (national or imported),— 

In casks a os 

In bottles of— 

More than 70 centilitres up to 1 litre 
More than 61 up _ to 
inclusive - “ 
From 41 to 60 centilitres 
Less than 41 centilitres 


Beer made from barley harvested in the 


country is to pay half these rates. 
Matches, — 
Matches of wax or any substance to imi 
tate wax—for each “receptacle contain- 
ing up to 25 matches 


And a further tax of § centavo for 


each additional 25 matches, or fraction 
of that number. 

Matches of wood, cardboard, paper. or 
other substance which does not imitate 
wax—for each receptacle containing up 
to 50 matches 


And a further tax of $ centavo for 


each additional 50 
tion of that number. 
Playing Cards. — 
Plaving cards selline 
or less per pack... isd i + 
Playing cards selling at a price of-over 1 
peso per pack 
le tax is to be paid by 
stuck on to each pack. 
Alcohol, — 
Alcohol used in making perfumery : 
aleohol contained | 
eign) perfumery 


matches, or frac- 


at a price of 1 peso 


and 
in imported ‘for- 


70 centilitres 


means of bands 


Bottle of 1 litre capacity or less) 


Packet 


,* 


Packet 


Each 


Litre 


Bottle 


Pack 


Titre 


No © 


Coooceocoeo°o 


OPCOTCOOCOOCC COCO 


S S8Ssss 
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Al] alcoholic preparations (whether bever- 
ages or not) imported—per degree or 
fraction of degree of alcohol (by 
volume) a -~ we ok - Q OL 

(This tax is to be paid at the same time as 
Customs duty.) 

Alcohol for use in universities or hospitals 
is eXempt trom consumption tax, 

All beverages, whether the direct products 
of distilleries or not, containing more 
than 10 per cent. by volume of alcohol, 
except genuine wine, shall be classified 
as alcoholic beverages for the purposes 
of this law, and shall pay the following 
taxes (by means of adhesive stamps to 
be affixed to the receptacles)— 

Beverages containing from 10 to 24 
degrees of alcohol] by volume :— 
In bottles up to 4 litre 
In bottles more than 4 up to | 
litre oii _ ae os 0 2 
Beverages containing from 25 to 39 
degrees of alcohol by volume :— 





Bottle 0 10 


In bottles up to 4 litre... ” 0 2 
In bottles more than 4 up to 
1 litre at 7 0 40 


Beverages containing from 40 to 65 
degrees of alcohol by volume :— 


In bottles up to 4 litre mn ~ 0 50 
In bottles more than 4 up to 1 
litre. se 0 80 


Beverages containing more than 65 
degrees :-— 


In bottles up to $ litre we o lL 00 
In bottles more than 4 up to 1 
litre pei oa hoe 2 00 
Absinthe, and all beverages containing 
absinthe : 





In bottles up to 4 litre a ae 5 00 
In bottles more than 4 up to lL 

litre 7 ~~ aie - 6 00 
Note.—When beverages taxable under this 
Law are contained in receptacles of more 
than 1 and not more than 2 litres, the relevant 
tax is paid, fractions less than 4 litre being 
counted as a half litre. In the case of recep- 
tacles containing over 2 litres, fractions of a 
litre are counted as a litre, for the purpose of 

assessing the tax. 





Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

HARDWARE, IMITATION JEWELLERY AND FANCY 
GOODS.—An indent agent in Sydney. is at present in the 
United Kingdom, with a view to interviewing United Kingdom 
manufacturers of hardware. imitation and cheap jewellery and 
fancy goods, desirous of considering the question of representa- 
tion in New South Wales. (Reference No. 337.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

INSTRUMENT PARTS, ETC.—The Imperial Trade Corre- 
spondent at Brisbane has forwarded copies of the specification, 
general conditions of contracts for the supply of material 
(Schedule 499); specification for condensers, foiled paper, speci- 
fication transformer, telephone, lLalanced No. 1; for the supply 
of bells. condensers, etc.. in connection with calls for tenders 
by the Postmaster-General’s Department, Queensland 

Tenders close 6th October. 

The above-mentioned documents may be consulted by British 
firms interested at Room 60, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwea'th who can be instructed 


bv cable. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 








BRITISH INDIA. 

HARDWARE, METALS, PAINTS. DYES, TEANILILES, 
STATIONERY, PAPERS, GLASS, ETC.—A Bombay firm ot 
unport and export merc hants desire to represent in India, United 
Kingdom manufacturers and shippers of the following lines :— 
Hardware, metals, paints, alizarine and aniline colours and 
dyes, piece-goods, cotton yarns, hosiery, paper, stationery, 
window and plate glass. and glassware. The applicants are also 
exporters of Indian raw products, for which they desire buyers 
in the United Kingdom. (Reference No. 338.) 

MACHINERY AND ENGINEERING SPECIALITIES, 
ETC.—A business man, with extensive experience as engineer 
on Government Service in India, (M.1I.C.E.), is returning to 
Calcutta shortly as representative for a United Kingdom firm 
of iron and steel exporters, and desires to obtain exclusive 
agencies for India, Ceylon and Burma for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of mining plant, machine tools, plant for well sinking, 
brickmaking and cement manufacturing machinery, and 
engineering specialities. Highest references given by applicant, 
at present in London, who wishes personally to negotiate with 
British manufacturers before sailing. (Reference No. 339.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





BRITISH INDIA, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, ETC, 


APPAREL, FANCY LEATHER GOODS AND TOILET 
REQU ISITES.—A lady who is proceeding very shortly to India 
and the Far East in the interests of trade, is desirous of obtain- 
ing further agencies in ladies’ and children’s apparel, fancy 
leather goods and toilet requisites for all India, Straits Settle- 
ments and the Far East. The applicant is well acquainted with 
the whole of this territory and is well known in the greater 
cities and ports thereof. She is also well acquainted with the 
market generally and with the largest firms connected therewith, 
and should be in a position to carry any agency in the above 
lines successfully. (Reference No. 340. ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CANADA. 


TOILET PREPARATIONS, PATENT MEDICINES.—<A firm 
of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal desire to represent United 
Kingdom manufagturers for the whoje of Canada for toilet 
preparations , and patent medicines, on a commission, sales, or 
consignment basis. (Reference No. 341.) 

ar GOODS, HOSIERY, KNITTED GOODS, CANVAS, 
ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Westmount, P.Q.. desires to 
represent United Kingdom suppliers of dress goods (serges. etc.), 
tweeds. worsteds and trouserings, linen and cotton piece-goods, 
silk knitted goods, !inings, and worsted hose, half hose, golf 
stockings, c ashmere, canvas, tapes etc. on a commission basis 
for the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario. (Reference No. 342.) 

STATIONERY SUNDRIES, PLAYING CARDS, LITHO- 
GRAPHED CARTONS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Montreal is desirous of securing the representation, in Montreal 
and the Ottawa Valley, on a commission or salary and commis- 
sion basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of stationery 
sundries, playing cards, lithographed cartons, etc. The applicant 


has . good technical knowledge of the printing trade. (Refer- 
ence No. 43.) 
TOILET ARTICLES. TOYS. BRUSHES. JEWELLERY, 


GROCERIES.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to 
obtain the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
toilet articles of celluloid and ebony, toys, brushes of all kinds, 
imitation jeweliery, grocers’ specialities ‘and chemicals, on a 
commission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 
344.) 4 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 

COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2 
may be obtained: 


> 
whence further information 


MARKETS SOUGHT. 

FEEDING STUFFS.—A Canadian company manuiacturing 
molasses. stock feeds, poultry feeds. and other feeding stuffs, is 
desirous of getting into touch with United Kingdom importers 
who can handle these lines. 

TIMBERS, ETC.—A British Columbia company are desirous 
of effecting connections with United Kingdom buvers of Douglas 
fir and other British Columbia timbers, and also of railwav 
sleepers. ) 

BROOMS.—A_ British Columbia company manufacturing 
brooms made from broom corn, wish to get into touch with 
United Kingdom buvers. : 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

PURIFICATION PLANT FOR SWIMMING BATHS.—The 
Department of Overseas Trade are informed that the Municipal 
Council of Johannesburg invite tenders for the supply of a water 
purification plant for the swimming baths at Ellis Park. 


Sealed tenders endorsed “Contract No. 965,’’ addressed to 
the Town Clerk. must be placed in the Tender Box. First Floor. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 








Municipal Offices, Johannesburg. not later than 12 noon on bi 
December. 

Documents can be viewed iree at Room YL, Top Foor, Munig: 
pal Offices, and copies obtained on deposit of £1 1s 


—_—-—— 





BRITISH WEST INDIES, 

HARDWARE, TEXTILES, FANCY GOODS, GLASSWaApp 
BOOTS AND SHOES.—A manufacturers’ agent in Trinidad, , 
present in London, wishes to obtain the representation of Unita 
Kingdom manufacturers of hardware (such as domestic utensil 
cotton plec e-coods and woollen suitings ; fancy foods (metal | and 
leather); glassware; boots and shoes; druggists’ sundries, ete. 
on a commission basis, to cover the whole of the British Weg 
Indies. He is prepared to open a_ branch office in Jamaiq 
should business warrant. (Reference No. 545.) 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

ENVELOPES AND FILE COVERS.—H.M. Commeriy 
Agent for Egypt has forwarded copies of the schedule and qp. 
ditions of contract in connection with calls for tenders by th 
Central Stores Department, Ministry of Finance, Egypt, for the 
supply of envelopes and file covers. Tenders on the proper forns 
wilt be received up to noon on 350th September. A _provisiong 
deposit equal to 2 per cent., or a bank guarantee of 10 per cent, 
of the value of the offer must accompany each tender. Tha 
tenderer must be a person residing in Cairo or must have 4 
representative in that city and must give an address in Egypt a 
which notices may be served upon him. 

The above-mentioned copy of the schedule and conditions May 
be consulted at the ange Office, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 





YANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

SALE OF PRIZE WRECKS.—The * Official Gazette © of 22nd 
July announces that tenders are invited for the purchase of th 
following wrecks now lying on the coast of the Tanganyiki 
Territory :— 

Lot 2. S.S. ““Markgraf’’; length 564; beam 43: draugit 
25; tons 3,758. Sunk at Tanga. 
Lot 3. S.S. “Moewe.”” A small gunboat sunk in Dares 
Salaam harbour. 
CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

All lots will be sold as they lie. In addition to the damag 
done to each by fire, shell or explosive charges a considerable 
amount of stripping of brass and fittings has taken place. 

The particulars given above are approximate and are no 
guaranteed. 

Tenders may be for all or any of the lots, but if for all, the 
price offered for each must be stated. 

The highest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 

The purchase price is to be payable in cash on acceptance of 
tender. 

Tenders will be received by the Marshal, Prize Court, — 
up to 3lst December, and are to remain open for acceptance 
one month from that date. 


EUROPE. 








BELGIUM. 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY.—A firm 9 of manuiac- 
turers of cattle foods, and chemical manures, with branches 
and travellers throughout Belgium, and with wide connections 
among farmers and cultivators, desire to obtain the representa: 
tion, for all Belgium except East and West Flanders, o 
British manufacturers of agricultural machinery. Terms cot- 
mission or on own account. (Reference No. 346.) 

HAM, BACON, PICKLES, AND PRESERVED FOODS OF 
ALL KINDS.—A Belgian residing at Marcinelle desires 
obtain an agency on commission, or with depot, of United 
Kingdom firms exporting ham, bacon, pickles, and_ preserved 
foods of all kinds. Correspondence in French and _ English. 
(Reference No. 547.) 

ALIMENTARY PRODUCTS SPIRITS, LINOLEUM, 
CARPETS, ETC.—A Belgian residing at Huy desires to obtain 
an agency on commission, or with depot, of United Kingdom 
firms exporting alimentary products and spirits, linoleum, ¢a 
pets, etc. . Correspondence in English and French. (Reference 
No. 548.) 

Applications for names and address 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ses must be sent to the 





DANTZIG. 

CHINA WARE FOR BUILDING PURPOSES.—A_ firm @ 
Dantzig desire to obtain an agency on behalf of British firms 
for the import into Dantzig and West Poland of china wi 
for building purposes 1.e., water closets, sanitary ware, washing 
basins, sinks, etc. (Reference No. 349.) ; 

TIMBER.—A firm in Dantzig desire to obtain an agent} 
on behalf of British firms to export to them from Dantzig 2 
West Poland building timber of all descriptions. (Reference 
er the 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


— —4 ——_ 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 


ee 





FRANCE. — | | 
HIGH-GRADE FOOTWEAR.—H.M. Consul General, Paris, 
sorts that an agent in that city desires to represent, on a 
a0 hasis, British firms manutacturing high-grade foot- 


mmission sh fi etur igh-gr. 
ae. Correspondence 1h |: rench and English. (Reference No. 
351.) 


\pplications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
™ ° r - 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ROUMANIA. 
woTOR CARS, MOTOR _TPRACTORS, HUTS AND 
BUNGALOWS.—.An ex-officer (Transylvanian) ot the Austro- 
Hungarian Army wishes to establish himself in Arad as a com- 
mission agent and to secure agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
faeturers of motor cars, motor tractors, huts and bungalows. 
Reference No. 352.) | . 
WARKET SOUGHT FOR RAW LEAF TOBACCO.—The 
Director General of the Roumanian State Monopoly announces 
that there are about 5,000,000 kilos of raw leaf tobacco available 
for export from Roumania, including tobacco suitable for cigars, 
cigarettes, and pipe. Prices and samples are available upon 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, S.W.1. 





SPAIN. 

NITRATES, SUPERPHOSPHATES, SULPHATES.—A firm 
of general merchants in Almeria is desirous of securing the 
agency for British firms manufacturing the above-mentioned 
products. (Reference No. 353.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION.—Tenders will be opened on 
18h October for the construction of a secondary (narrow gauge) 
railway from Cangos de Tineo to Pravia via Cornellana (that is 
following the River Narcea in Province of Oviedo) on conditions 
as published in the “Gaceta de Madrid’ of December 6, 1917. 
The maximum cost shall not exceed 3,510,000 pesetas. Interest 
of 5 per cent. on the capital expended will be guaranteed by 
the Spanish Government. This guarantee, it is understood, will 
only be paid towards and in the event of an actual loss. ; 

A copy of the * Gaceta”’ referred to may be seen at the Depart- 
nent of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
SW. 


SWITZERLAND. 

ZEPHYRS, HOSIERY. MILLINERY, ALSO PIGMENTS 
AND VARNISHES.—A Swiss commission agent, established at 
Geneva, and reported to have wide connections throughout 
Switzerland, desires to obtain the representation, for that country, 
of British manufacturers and exporters of Zephyrs, — hosiery, 
millinery, and also of pigments and varnishes. (Reference No. 
354. } 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





TURKEY. 

AGENCIES REQUIRED.—A British firm, with offices in 
London and Constantinople, desire to undertake agencies for any 
class of goods in Turkey and the Black Sea markets. (Reference 
No. 556. ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


AFRICA, 





ALGERIA. 

MOTOR CYCLES, SIDE-CARS, ETC.—A_ general wholesale 
commission agent, established in Oran, Algeria, desires to obtain 
sole agencies for North Africa for motor cycles, side-cars, and 
their accessories. The applicant will deal on commission or on 
‘consignment basis. Correspondence in French. (Reference 
No 357.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent, to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


MOROCCO, 

GALVANISED IRON ROOFING.—A firm in Rabat wishes to 
be put in touch with British firms willing to supply them with 
building materials generally, and more especially with galvanised 
ron roofing, which is wanted urgently. Correspondence should 
be in French. (Reference No. 358.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


ets AND RUGS.—A well-established Michigan furnish- 
pany desire to get into touch with British manufacturers 
“Carpets and rugs, particularly chenile and Wiltons, with a view 
lo obtaining an agency. A representative of the firm will be 
uriving in — shortly to interview firms interested. (Ref- 











rence No. 359 


BOARD OF TRADE 


JOURNAL. | 339 
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DRY GOODS: LACES AND EMBROIDERIES; HARD- 
WARE, STEEL PRODUCTS, ETC.—A Mexican firm of im- 
porters, established in San Francisco «nd Mexico, are desirous 
of getting into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of general dry goods; laces and embroideries; hard- 
ware, steel products and copper sheets for vessels, with a view 
to acting as their agents, on a commission basis. The firm are 
prepared to buy outright in their own name. (Reference No. 


360. 

STEEL TUBES.—A firm in Philadelphia desire to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of steel tubing. 
(Reference No. 361.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent. to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


a 
Se 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


LINSEED REMOVED FROM THE LIST OF 
PROHIPITED EXPORTS. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
as from 9th September, 1920, the undermentioned will be 
removed trom the List of Prohibited Exports. 

Linseed. 














POSTAL SECTION. 
INTERNATIONAL POSTAGE RATES. 


The Seventh Congress of the Universal Postal Union, 
which was postponed from 1914 in consequence of the out- 
break of war, will open at Madrid on Ist October next. The 
Postmaster-General has appointed as delegates of the 
United Kingdom and various British Colonies Brigadier- 
General F. H. Williamson, C.B.E., Assistant Secretary to 
the Post Office, Mr. E. J. Harrington, O.B.E., Deputy 
Accountant General, and Commander EK. L. Ashley Foakes, 
O.B.E., R.N., Nautical Adviser to the Post Office, Mr. 
W. B. Harris, M.B.E., Inspector of Postal Traffic, Secre- 
tary’s Office will accompany the British delegation as Sec- 
retary, and Mr. W. G. Gilbert, of the Accountant-General’s 
Department, as an Attaché. 

One of the most important duties of the Congress will 
he the consideration of the proposals which have been made 
hy various Postal Administrations for increases in the 
veneral International postage rates. 


GENERAL SECTION, 


MINING INDUSTRY ACT, 1920. 
Directions by the Board of Trade as to the Maximum Pithead 
Price Chargeable for Coal Sold for Consumption in the 
British Islands, and for Coal Sold for the Bunkering 
of certain Vessels at Ports in the British Islands. 

Whereas under Section 3 (1) (b) of the Mining Industry 
Act, 1920, the Board of Trade may from time to time give 
directions regulating the pithead price to be charged for 
coal sold for consumption in the British Islands and for 
coal sold for the bunkering of vessels, other than vessels 
proceeding to a port outside the British Islands. Now, 
therefore, the Board of Trade direct that— 

1. Subject as hereinafter provided, coal shall not be 
sold or offered for sale directly or indirectly by the owner 
of the coal or on his behalf at a pithead price exceeding by 
more than the standard amount per ton specified in para- 
graph 2 of these Directions, the pithead price of coal of the 
same description so!d in similar quantities and under similar 
conditions affecting the sale at the same coal mine in the 
corresponding month (or as near thereto as, having regard 
to the course of business, may be practicable) in the twelve 
months ended 30th June, 1914. 

Provided that where any description of coal is washed 
before sale the price of the washed coal may exceed the 
price charged for the same description of washed coal in 
the corresponding month as aforesaid by an amount not 
exceeding two shillings and sixpence per ton in addition to 
the standard amount. 

For the purpose of such comparison in the case of con- 
tracts for sales otherwise than for immediate delivery, the 
date to be taken shall be the date of the contract in writing 
and not the date of any delivery under the contract. 

2. The standard amount shall be twenty-three shillings 
and twopence in the case of coal mines in the Monmouth- 
shire and South Wales and the Forest of Dean districts and 
in South Staffordshire and East Worcestershire south of 
a line drawn from Bushbury Station on the London and 
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North Western vuilway to Streetly Station on the Midland 


Railway and in so much of the area in South Staffordshire 


and Kast Worcestershire north of this line as is comprised 

the Wolverhampton Union for poor law purposes or the 
igast Division Ol Wolverhampton bor Parliamentary pur- 
poses, and in the ease of mines situated elsewhere — the 
standard amount shall be twenty shillings and eightpence. 

3. Where coa! aL the pithead is sold Or offered for sale 
at a price in oxcess ol the pithead price as fixed in these 
Directions by reason that the price at which the coal 1s 
sold or offered for sale includes charges for services rendered 
the person selling the coal or offering it for sale shall, 11 
requested by the purchaser, state in the price charged — 
quoted how mueh thi reol Is In respect ot the pithead price 
uf the coal, 

@, It ior any reason there are not adequate data at 
any coal mine from which to ascertain in accordance with 
the provisions ot these Dir ctions, the corresponding price 
ot coal, Whether washed or unwashed, at tiiat Millie, Tlie 
Keard of Trade may fix that price, having regard to daia 
attorded trom sales of coal at Oltmer mines. 

5. these directions shall apply to 

(uv) coal sold fer consumption in the British Islands 
but not to coal sold tor the miantiacture of patent Luel 
for export Or Of Coke-oven-coke f01 CXPOrt ,; 

(b) coal sold tor tie bunkering ci vessels other than 
vessels proceeding to a port outside the British Islands. 
Vessels engaged in Lie Using indusiry and ianding their 

catches in the British islands shall tor this purpose bye 
ireated as vessels nol proceeding tO a port outside the 
britisi islands. 

lu the Case Ol vessels cairying Calreo COasStWise for clis- 
charging at a pore in the Britisn Islands, and thence pro- 
ceeding to a port outside tue British Islands, the maximum 
price in these Directions shall apply only to the estimated 
quantity of coal which will be used on the CoastWise voyage. 

o. bic price to be Chaiged for coai sold tor the manhu- 
fFaciure ol patent fuel tor export Or O} coke-oven-coke ior 
export, shall be the market price which would be obiainable 
ior such coal if sold for export, and this Direction shall 
apply to 

(a) Coal supplied to patent fuel works and/or coke 
ovens not connected with a colliery undertaking ; 

(4) Coal transterred from a colliery undertaking to 
patent fuel works and, or coke ovels in the Same owner- 
ship as the colliery undertaking. 

7. These Directions shail not apply to coal valsed in 
lreland. 

3S. The Directlons Oj the Board Ol Trade as to ihe : sale 
of coal for bunkering certain ships at ports in the United 
iKingdom, dated 27 th November, I91Y, are hereby can- 
celled. 

9. These Directions shall come into operation as from 
the ist day of September, 1920. 

Dated the 25th day of August, L920. 

Ou behalf ot the Board of Trade, 
Woedliam U. Bridie man, 
Secretary for Mines. 

Note.—If any person sells or offers for sale any coal at a 
price iT ontravention ol these Directions, he is lable Olt 
SUutnmary cCOonVICtlOn io a fine not exceeding Ohne hundred 
pounds, or, at the discretion of the Court, to a fine not 
exceeding treble the amount by which the sum paid or 
payable on any coal supplied, or sold by him in contraven- 
tion of these Directions exceeds the maximum sum which 
would have been paid pavable for the coal if there had 
had heen ho such contravention, 

A prosecution tor an offence under this Section may he 
instituted at any time within one year of the commission 
of the offence. 

NON-FRERROUS METAL IXDU STRY ACT 

LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, sub- 
section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918 
(7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules 
and Orders No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), 
that Licences under the Non-lerrous Metal Industry Act 
have been granted by the Board of Trade to the undermen- 
tioned companies, firms or individuals :— 

Caravel Company, Limited, 110, Cannon Street, E.C.4. 
Daniel, David Augustus, 270, Gretham House, Old Broad 

Street, E.C.2. ‘ 

Munden, R. A. and Company, 

Coventry. 

Stevens, Victor Gordon, Oakwood, Hexham, 
land. 

Toldish Tin Mines, Limited, 20, Lawrence Lane, E.C.2. 

Union Mining and Smelting Company, Limited, 20, Lawrence 


Lane, E.C.2. 


‘imited, Dover Street, 


Northumber- 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST, 


—-——— 





The imports into the United Kingdom in August y, 
valued at £153,255,000, this amount being less thes's 
value recorded for July by £10,087,000, tor which moni 
a decrease of £7,149,000 was shown in coniparison With 4 
total for June. The exports of produce and manufactyys 
ol the United Kingdom in August were valued , 
€114,903,000, a decrease of £22,549,000 compared with ; 
amount for July, when an increase amounting to £2] |, 
was recorded on the vatue tor June. The Augus St CXPorts 
foreign and colonial merchandise were valued at £13. 368 (y) 
this total being lower than for any month since July, 19) 
and £4,480,000 less than the value for July last. j 





— 


THe VALUE or TRADE. 


The following table gives, under the three principal clas, 
of articles, the values for August and July, 1920, ang: 
the eight months ended 31st August, 1920 and 1913. 


Articles Tota] Inelu; 

Food, Raw material wholly or ing 
Drink and Articles mainly Animals 
_— an mainly un- maputac- For Food, 
Tobacco manufactured tured Parcel Pos , 
Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £Thousand: 





August, 1920— 


{mports - oe 1,785 51,268 40,016 153,905 
Exports— 
British és 2° 3,504 10,467 99,645 114,993 
Foreign & Colonial 3, 38S DyDLY $y 49 155i 
July, 1920— 
Imports - »» 6,671 51,899 $1,423 163,343 
Exports— | 
British es 4,515 12,591 148,954 137,450 
Foreign & Coloni: al 3,038 9,221 $089 17,845 
Eigat Months Endod z 
August 3ts!, 1920— 
Imports ‘a »» 11,908 527,472 507,476 1,348,964 
Ex ports—- 
British _ 33,340 104,832 474,303 889,822 


Foreign & Coloni: u 29,65) 10,617 305797 167,103 
Eight Montiis Ended 
August 31st, 1913— 





Imports 7 .. 189,343 171,814 133,558 496,448 
Exports 
British ‘i -» 19,939 43,372 278,485 . 348,33 
Foreign & Colonial W477 44,871 20,119 Lal? 


Tine linports im August of iood, drink and tobacco wer 
Valtled at £4,450,0UV less than those ot July, meat shown 
a decrease of £3,466,0UU, other non-dutiable tood and drink 
except grain and fiour, a decrease of £1,819,0UU, dutiabl 
blood and arink a decrease of £3,478,00U, and tobacco i 
decrease of £1,276,00U. There was an increase ot £2,211, 
ln the value of the imports of grain and flour in Augus 
When Compared with the value recorded for July. 





The total tor August of imports of raw materials aul 
articles mainly unmanutactured is less by £631,QUU than th 
total tor July, the principal differences appearing ia th 
tollowing : Wood and tlinber, £2 152,000 increase (follon- 
Ing an icrease of £2,429,000 in July as compared wit 
June) ; raw cotton, £954,000 Increase ; oll seeds, nuts, v1 
tats, resins and gums, £611,000 increase ; sheep’s and lambs 
wool, £2,267,00U decrease; hemp, £506,000 decrease; ant 
undressed hides and skins, £869,0UU decrease. 

In articles classed as wholly or mainly manufactured, 3 
decrease of £1,407,0UU is recorded in August in comparisin 
with the total for the preceding month, the following being 
the principal decreases a te nosso mactele anil meee 
tures therol, £734,Ul UD ; woollen and worsted yarns and mall 
lactures, £1,083,0U0; silk and silk manutactures, £333,0W, 
refined petroleum, £335,000; and leather and manufactures 
thereot, £427,000. Increases are shown in the following 
-lron and steel and manufactures thereof, £387,W0: 
drugs, dyes and colours, 


Classes : 
machinery, £402,000 ; and chemicals 
£694,000. 


} 


I XPORTS. 

The exports ot coal 4 August amounted to lL. S47 COU tons, 
valued at £8,04L,000, an ave rage of &7s, per ton, compat 
with 2,097,000 tons in July, ilies d at £8,928,0U0, or 89s. dd. 
per ton. The value for August of articles classed as wholly 
or mainly manufactured is: £19,309,000 less than the cl 
responding value for July, all Zroups ot articles iD this 
class, except coke and manufactured fuel, showing 4 
decrease. The following are the principal decrease 
recorded:—Iron and_ steel and manufactures there, 
£2,493,000 ; machinery, £1,813,000 ; cotton yarns and man 
factures, £3,980,000; woollen and worsted yarns and maul 
factures, £2,704,000; linen manufactures, “€] ,082,000 ; jute 
manufactures (other than cordage, cables, ropes and twine), 
£823,000; chemicals, drugs, dyes and colours, £1 248,000; 
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 EXports : : 
13,368 The following table shows the value of the external “' 
yO UI _ , . . ? a eo , (US ()*) ara = . ' 
Fy: smaller :—~ ide in August, 1920, compared with particulars for a 
. Month ended 3lst August. 
Ipal Clas 
0. and : - 
Y, and 
‘ec Exports Value (F.0.B.f) 
CLG - eee — eg 7 
ing Mant FACTURES OF THE FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 
\nimals po UNITED KINGDom. MERCHANDISE. 
rk 00d and ¢ -—— 
arcel Pos 2 a tt a 1919. | 1920. 1919. 1920. 1919. 1920 
housand; |. Food, Drink, and Tobaceo -- 
nd{ £ £ £ 
153,995 A. Git ‘ain and Flour. 16.891 546 24 530.819 i £ £ . 
B. Feeding Stuffs for os prog 24,5 _—_ 236.120 155,261 467,688 O11,738 
114,908 ef: 20,620°358 | 10,510,000 Pro 45,882 7,894 19,153 
13.343 Dp. Animals, Living, toe Food ne ” 29,382 11.878 71,714 362 G4] 
E. Other Food and Drink, Non- dut ble mw 6 np _ oe 15 H00 rte 
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3,719,673 2 536,232 442 956 =22 992 Aareibsge » 101,00 
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17.848 otal, ass lI. - cas 
904 0,819.97 51 785 0296 : IG 2 ~H9 ef 
é 8! k yj ) 6] . 785,026 2 647,961 3,502 86] 4,315,605 3,384,829 
as [_—Raw Materials and Articles Mainly = - 
948,964 Unmanufactured— -_ 
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iy t luc ts ’ ° xe x : L - 
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showing Mites and Shine Cardecesed . 9,810,489 6,187,639 1,411,035 719.915 1,031,746 847,562 
id drink L. Paper-making Materials .. aimee 1,489,009 112,823 175,396 1,433,183 781/351 
dutiabl. M. Rubber .. - “1 ppt 3,823,691 68,378 168,033 1 770 i8l, _ 
e : . : *e ee se aad 7 ( ° 9 — . ‘ i , ; J oi 
aneens d N. Miscellaneous Raw Materials and Articles 300,092 2,556,325 24,074 29,699 1,034,644 848,965 
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| vee : “ arthenware, Glass Abrasives, &e. 270) ao ‘ Page 846,699 2,251,676 aa _" 
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increases are also shown:—Grain and flour, £51,408,000 ; 
sugar, £15,496,000; wood and timber, £13,502,000; raw 
cotton and cotton waste, £95,966,000 ; raw jute, £5,426, 000 ; 
oil seeds, nuts, oils (excluding refined petroleum), fats, resins 
and gums, £10,519,000; paper making materials, 
{12,134,000 ; woollen and worsted yarns and manufactures, 
¢12.381,000; silk and silk manufactures, £12,235,000; refined 
petroleum, £15,482,000; paper and cardboard, £14,833,000 : 
and motor cars and parts thereof, including chassis, 
14,055,000. 

The value of the exports of produce and manufactures 
of the United Kingdom in the eight months of 1920, cof- 
pared with the corresponding value for a year earlier, shows 
an increase of £414,977,000 (or nearly 87 per cent.), and of 
£541,486,000 (or over 155 per cent.) compared with the 
total for the eight months of 1913. The exports of coal in 
the eight months were valued at £22,884,000 more in the 
current year than in the corresponding period a year earlier, 
when the average export value was 40s. 6d. per ton, as 
against 78s. 2d. per ton during the present year. The 
quantity of coal exported during 1920 has been 5,785,000 tons 
less than in the first eight months of 1919. 

Articles classed as wholly or mainly manutactured show an 
export value of £740,303.000, compared with £385,084,000 
for the eight months of 1919, an increase of over 92 per 
cent. Increased totals are recorded for all groups of articles 
included in this class, £44,859,000 of the increase being 
accounted for by iron and steel and manufactures thereof, 
£19,014,000 by machinery, £126,585,000 by cotton yarns and 
manufactures, £35,554,000 bv woollen and worsted varns and 
manufactures, £18,041,000 by other textile manufactures, 
and £17,593,000 by apparel. 

An increase of £84,606,000, or over 102 per cent., is shown 
in the value of the exports of foreign and Colonial merchan- 
dise in the eight months of 1920, compared with the corres- 
ponding period of 1919. The value of raw cotton re-exported 
was greater by £23.699.000. of sheep’s and lambs’ wool by 

’2.685,000, of undressed hides and skins by £6,487,000, and 
of rubber by £6,047,000. 

The value of the imports exceeded that of the exports in 
the eight months by £292.034.000 in 1920, by £460.708,000 
in 1919, and by £72,600.000 in 1913. 


WeIGcHutT oF ImporRTs. 


The weight of the merchandise imported into the United 
Kingdom in August is estimated at 4,302,000 tons, being 
107.000 tons more than the estimate for July, 1920, and 
596,000 tons less than that for August, 1913. 


Estimated Weight of Imports. 


Aug., 1913. Ang., 1919. Aug., 1920. 
Thousand Thousand Thousand 


Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Kood, drink and tobacco 1,529 1.321 1,263 
Raw materials and 
articles mainly un- 
Manufactured ......... 2 709 2 240) 2.383 
Articles wholly or 
mainly manufactured 659 389 655 
Animals, not for food. 
and parcel DOSE 2.20. 1 - l 
| rere 4,898 3,950 4,302 
Net tonnage of shipping 
entered with cargoes 4,246 2,793 3,624 


Nearly 55 per cent .of the decrease in the weight of the 
imports, as compared with August, 1913, is recorded in raw 
materials and articles mainly unmanufactured, and over 44 
per cent. in food, drink and tobacco. Wood and timber 
show a decrease of 479.000 tons, and grain and flour cf 
127.000 tons. In manufactured oils, fats and resins an in- 
crease of 155,000 tons is recorded. 

The estimates for the eight months are 36,534,000 tons for 
1913, 23,970,000 tons for 1919, and 29,954.000 tons fer 1926. 
Compared with the weights for 1913 the following important 
decreases appear in the estimates for 1920:—Grain and flour. 
1,357,000 tons; iron ore and scrap, 413,000 tons; non-ferrous 
metalliferous ores and scrap, 634.000 tons: wood and timber, 
2,568,000 tons; earthenware, glass, abrasives, etc., 781,000 
tons; and iron and steel and manufactures thereof, 843,000 
tons. An increased importation of 972.000 tons of manu- 
factured oils, fats and resins is recorded in the eight months 
of the current year compared with the period of 1913. 

The estimated weight of the exports of United Kingdom 
products in August is 3,066,000 tons, inclusive of 2,210,000 
tons of coal, coke and manufactured fuel, compared with 
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WreIGHT oF Exports. 


(264,000 tons in August, 1913, including 6,073 000 LOS of 
coal, coke and manutactured fuel. The exports othep tha 
coal, coke and manutactured ftuel amounted, therefore ty 
$56,000 tons in August, 1920, and to 1,191,000 tons in Augas, 
(913. The aggregate weight in August, 1919, exela,, 
2,467,000 tons of coal, coke and manutactured fuel, jg est. 
mated at 663,000 tons. 

The exports of coal, coke and manufactured fuel in the 
eight months amounted to 50,397,000 tons, 26,142,099 ton; 
and 21,195,000 tons respectively in 1913, 1919 and 1920, ang 
the other United Kingdom products exported in those perigg, 
are estimated at 10,051,000 tons, 4,676,000 tons and 7,262.4) 
tons respectively. 

The estimated weight of foreign and colonial merchandig 
exported in August was 132,000 tons in 1913, 136,000 tony 
in 1919, and 118,000 tons in 1920. For the eight month 
the estimates are 1,229,000 tons in 1913, 909,000 tons Mm 
1919, and 1,148,000 tons in 1920. 


EE 
allt 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 56 weeks ended 2nd September, 1920 :— 

| 


Week =| 36 Weeks | Week | 36 Weeks 











































ended ended || ended ended 
—-— 2nd Sept., | 2nd Sept..! 2nd Sept., | 2nd Sept., 
1920. | 1920. |; 192v. 1990. 
IMPORTS. | EX/|Ports 
' } | 
Bales. Bales. |} Bales. Bales. 
American .. ..! 10,975 | 2,033,778 | 4,858 | 109,889 
Brazilian .. a 94 66,170 | 77 6,472 
East Indian ea 1,173 | 128,132 | 525 47,917 
Egyptian .. we] — 290,109 | 2,598 154,220 
Miscellaneous i 4,244*| 250,251+; 192 16,887 





Total .. vt. 16,486 | 2,768,440 | 8,250 335,376 


| 





i 


* Including 378 bales British West Indian, and 1,828 bales 
sritish West African. 

+ Including 7,261 bales British West Indian, 11,134 bales British 
West African, 20,453 bales British East African, and 2,178 bales 


Foreign East African. 





~~ +. 


CORN PRICES. 


STATEMENT showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 4th September, 
1920. pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 























| - Average Price. 
| Wheat. Barley. (ats. 
| s. 4. s. d. g. d. 
Week ended 4th September, 1920 | 90 8 78 7 54 4 
Corresponding week in— | 
1913... - ie .| 31 9 | 381 5 18 0 
l9l4 ns - | 3710 | 2911 23 1 
1915... ao vi ..| 48 6 | 3711 26 8 
1916... ‘” ie | 59 3 51 7 31 | 
1917. - - | 71 6 59 3 46 1 
918... “ a “a 72 3 60 4 56 9 
1919 73 4 89 3 6] | 











a 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act. 1882, provides that where 1 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of ar 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by wis 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns {0 
imperial bushel. and in the case of weight or weighed peggy 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for pes 
bushel of wheat. fifty {mperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


_— 
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BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


The Coal Fire.—A Research by Margaret White Fishendet, 
D.Sc., for the Manchester Corporation Air Pollution Boare. 
Published for the Department of Scientific and IndustHia | 
Research by H.M. Stationery Offce, Imperial House, Kings 
way, W.C.2, Price 4s. net, 
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